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ADVENTURES 
Peregrine Pickle. 


In which are included, 


| 
* „ 28 
* 


N 
Ry 


LADY OF QUALITY. 
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To Lordi 0 
My Lord, 


1 * turn which your Lordſhip gave to the con- 
verſation of laſt night, having laid me under 
the neceſſity of vindicating the ſtep J have lately 
taken in publiſhing memoirs of my life, I think I 
have a right to demand your opinion of the mo- 
tives which I then explained; and this I aſk by 
way of appeal to your judgment, from the ſenti- 
ments of thoſe who might perhaps think my in- 
ducements. were weak or frivolous. For, though 
no perſon in the company attempted to invalidate 
the arguments I advanced, I could perceive that 
one gentleman was. not altogether convinced of the 
rectit ude of that meaſure. You may remember 
he dropped ſeveral diflenting hints, couched in 
the modeſt expreſſions of with ſubmiſſion to your la- 
dyſbip's better judgment— But to be ſure, you would 
no have taken ſuch a flep without firſt weighing the 
conſequences Hour provecations were certainly very 
great, although the world is apt to put the worſt con- 
firuftions upon every thing: And other ſuch pru- 
dential inſinuations, that are often more diſconcert- 
ing than the diſplayed objections of a declared an- 
tagoniſt, becauſe they ſeem to import ſomething 
of great weight, which perſonal reſpect endeavours 
to ſuppreſs. Theſe ſententious fragments made 
ſuch impreiſion upon my mind, that I have been 
all night long taſking my recollection, in order to 
_ diſcover the weak fide of my defence; but, as one 

always fees through the miſt of partiality, in one's 
on concerns, I muſt have recourſe to your diſ- 


a 2 Cernment, 


cernment, and ſeriouſly inſiſt upon knowing how 
far you approve the juſtiſication of, 


My Lord, 
Your lordſhip's 
moſt obedient ſervant. 


ANSWER. 


Madam, 
CANNOT help obſerving that the ſerious man- 
ner in whick you alk my opinion of the mo- | 
tives which induced you to publiſh your memoirs, 
is exactly of a piece with the conduct of thoſe, 
who conſult their friends for approbation rather 
than advice, and, by a diſappointment in their ex- 1 
pectations of applauſe, are more than ever wed- . 
ded to their own inventions. How would your 2 
Ladyſhip look, ſhould I now, in conſequence of 


_ your demand, aſſume the air of a ſevere moraliſer, 
| - and tell you, that the ſtep you have taken was al- 
| together precipitate and inexcuſeable, that you 
| bare unneceſſarily avowed your own indiſeretion, 
incurred the reſentment of individuals, and at=- 
tracted the reproaches of a cenſorious world; and 
that, over and above theſe diſadvantages, you have 
ſubjected yourſelf, for ever, to a life of domeſtic 
diſquiet, by incenſing the tyrant, of whom you 
complain, beyond a poſſibility of forgiveneſs or 
reconciliation? Would not all the reſentment of | 
a diſappointed author take poſſeſſion of your La- 
dyſhip, overcaſt that cheerfulneſs of countenance 
with a ſullen frown, and lighten from theſe fair 
eyes in gleams of diſpleaſure ? No, you would be 
more ſurpriſed than offended at my obſervations. 
Lou would believe you had been all along decetv- 
ed 


1 


ed in your opinion of my delicacy and underſtand- 
ing: you would be mortified at the diſcovery of 
your own miſtake, and look upon me with compaſ- 
ſion, as one of thoſe tame, timid rationaliſts, who, 
being naturally phlegmatic and fearful, are utter 
ſtrangers to the refined ſenſations of the human 
heart, incapable of doing juſtice to thoſe melting 
tenderneſſes which they never felt, and too irreſo- 
lute to withſtand the torrent of ignorant, mali- 
cious, or wrong-headed clamour, when it affects a 
character in which their friendſhip ought to be 
intereſted. :Your ſentiments, I own, would in 
that caſe þe juſt, excepting that I ſhould engage 
your ladyſhip's pity, in deſerving your contempt, 
and, inilead of being deſpiſed as a cold friend, be 
{till regarded by you as a weak and timorous well- 
wiſher. If your character ſuffered cruelly from 
miſrepreſentations; if your foibles were magnified 
and multiplied with all the aggravations of envy 
and fiction; if the qualities of your heart were de- 
cried or traduced, and even your underſtanding cal- 
led in queſtion, I agree with your lady ſhip that it 
was not only excuſeable, but highly neceſſary to 
publiſh a detail of your conduct, which would ac— 
quit you of all or molt of thoſe ſcandalous imputa- 
tions. This taſk you have (in my opinion) per- 
formed to the ſatisfaction of all the intelligent and 
unprejudiced part of mankind. He muſt be very 
deficient in candour and feeling, who, in reading 
your memoirs, is not intereſted in your favour; 
who does not eſpouſe the cauſe of beauty, inno— 
cence, and love; who does not fee, that, as you 
once were, you would {till have continued to be, 
the pattern of conjugal faith and ſelicity, had not 
the croſs accidents of fortune forced you from the 
natural bias of your diſpoſition; who does not 4. 

cuſe 
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cuſe the tenderneſs which youth and fab bility fo 
circumſtanoed, could not poſſibly reſiſt; and who 
does not freely forgive the fault, when he conſiders 
the particulars of the temptation. He muſt be de- 
void of all taſte and reflection, who does not admire 
your ſpirit, elegance and ſenſe; and dead to all 
the finer movements of the ſoul, if he is not agi- 
tated, thrilled and tranſported with the pathetic cir- 
cumftances of your ſtory. Some people who are 
your Ladyſhip's friends, and highly entertained with 
the performance, have wiſhed you had ſpared your- 
ſelf fome unneceſſary confeſſions which they thought 
could ſerve no end, but that of affording a handle 
to your enemies for cenſure and defamation : I 
myſelf, I own, was of the ſame opinion, until you 
convinced me, that, in ſuppreſſing one circum- 
Nance which might be afterwards diſcovered, your 
ſincerity through the whole piece would have 
been' called in queſtion. And what have you a- 
vowed, that your moſt malicious foes dare blame, 
except your diſregard of an unnatural contract, 
which (though authorifed by the laws of your 
country) was a r upon your neceſſity, youth, 

and inexperience? Nor was this conduct the re- 
ſult of vicious levity and intemperance: you had 
already given undeniable proofs of your conſtancy 
and conjugal virtue, to the firſt lord of your af- 
fections, who was the choice of your love, and 
to whom your heart was unalterably wedded. 
Your natural ſenſibility had been, by bis extraor- 
6:nary care, tenderneſs, and attention, cheriſhed 
and improved to ſuch a degree of delicacy, as 
could not poſhbly reliſh the attachment of the 
common run of huſbands. No wonder then that 
you was uneaſy under a ſecond engagement fo 
much unlike the firſt; that ory IN 
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1 
of the contraſt appeared to you in the moſt ag- 
gravating light, and made a ſuitable impreſſion 
upon your imagination; and that you was not in- 
ſenſible to thoſe attractions which had formerly 
captivated your heart, nor able to reſiſt the flatter- 
ing inſinuations, incredible aſſiduity, and ſurpriz- 
ing perſeverance of an artful lover. And ſure he 
could not have choſen a more favourable opportu- 
nity to prefer his addreſſes: your paſſions were un- 
uſually intendered by grief; you was diſſatisfied 
with your domeſtic ſituation; you was ſolitary for 
want of that intimate connection in which you had 
been ſo happy before, and your breaſt glowed with 
the moſt pathetic, ſuſceptibility, while you was yet 
a ſtranger to the inſidious wiles of man. In ſuch 
diſtreſs, the mind longs for ſympathy and conſola- 
tion: it ſeeks to repoſe itſelf upon the tender friend- 
ſhip of ſome kind partner, that will ſhare and al- 
leviate its ſorrpws. Such a comforter appeared in 
the accompliſhed youth : your judgment was pleaſ- 
ed with his qualifications ; his demeanour acquir- 
ed your. eſteem: your friendſhip was engaged b 
his ſincerity; and your affection was inſenſibly ſub- 
dued. In ſhort, every thing conſpired to promote 
his ſuit; and my wonder is not that he ſucceeded, 
but that you held out ſo long. Your ſentiments 

with regard to thoſe who have inveighed againſt 
your performance, are altogether conformable to 
that good ſenſe and benevolent diſpoſition, which 
1 have always admired and eſteemed. As for writ- 

ers who have exerciſed their pens in abuſing your 
luadyſhip, they are either objects of mirth or com- 
8 N They, poor harmleſs creatures, in their 
hearts, wiſh you no evil. Their buſineſs is to eat 
Honeſtly, if they can, —but at any rate to eat. I 
am fully perſuaded, that, for a very ſmall ſum, you 
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might engage the whole tribe to refute their own 
revilings, and bellow with all their might in your 
praiſe. It would really be uncharitable, as well as 
abſurd, to expreſs the leaſt reſentment againſt ſuch 
feeble antagoniſts, who are literally the beings of 


a ſummer-day, : they are the noiſy inſects, which 


the ſun of merit never fails to produce; the ſha- 
dows that continually accompany ſucceſs ; and, in- 
deed, a man might as well fight with his own ſha- 
dow, as attempt to chaſtiſe ſuch unſubſtantial 
phantoms. But of all the emotions of your heart, 
that which I am at preſent tempted chiefly to ap- 
plaud, is the ſorrow you expreſs for having been 
obliged, in your own juſtification, to vilify and ex- 
pole the man to whom your fate is inſeparably con- 
neCted ; and the laudable reſolution you have taken 
to live amicably with him for the future, provided 
he ſhall perſiſt in that conduct which he hath of 
late choſen to maintain. On the whole, though 
you may have inflamed the virulence of envy and 
malice, rouſed the reſentment of ſome whoſe folly 
and ingratitude you had occaſion to diſplay, and 
incurred the cenſure of thoſe, who think it their 


duty to exclaim againſt the leaſt infringement of 


the nuptial tie, howſoever unequally impoſed : 
your Memoirs will always be peruſed with pleaſure 


5 by all readers of taſte and diſcernment, and your 


fame as a beauty and author, long ſurvive the ill 
offices of prejudice and perſonal animoſity. And 
now that I have performed the taik enjoined, give 
me leave t6 add, that I have the honour to be, 
Madam, 
your moſt devoted 
humble ſervant. 
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| Peregrine Pickle. 


CHAP. LXXII. 


Peregrine arrives at the garriſon, where he receives 
the laſt admonitions of Commodore Trunnion, whe 
next day reſigns his breath, and is buried according 
to his own directions. Some gentlemen in the coun- 
try make a fruitleſs attempt to accommodate matters 


betwixt Mr Gamaliel Pickle and His eldeſt fon. 
\ BOUT four o'clock in the morning our 


hero arrived at the garriſon, where he 

found his generous uncle in extremity, 

ſupported in bed by Julia on one fide, and Licute- 

nant Hatchway on the other, while Mr Jolter ad- 

miniſtered ſpiritual conſolation to his ſoul, and, 

between whiles comforted Mrs 'Trunnion, who, 

| with her maid, ſat by the fire, weeping with great. 
f * Vol. III. — | decorum ; 
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decorum ; the phyſician having juſt taken his laſt 
fee, and retired, after pronouncing the fatal prog- 
noſtic, in which he anxiouſly wiſhed he might not 
| be miſtaken. | 2 
Though the Commodore's ſpeech was interrup- 
ted by a violent hiccup, he ſtill retained the uſe 
of his ſenſes; and when Peregrine approached, 
 Piretched out bis hand with manifeſt ſigns of ſatiſ- 
faction. The young gentleman, whoſe heart over- 
flowed with gratitude and affection, could not be- 
hold ſuch a ſpectacle unmoved. He endeavoured 
to conceal his tenderneſs, which, in the wildneſs 
of his youth, and in the pride of his diſpoſition, 
he conſidered as a derogation from his manhood; 
but, in ſpite of all his endeavours, the tears guſh- 
ed from his eyes, while he kiſſed the old man's 
hand; and he was 1o utterly diiconcerted by his 
grief, that when he attempted to ſpeak, his tongue 
denied its office ; ſo that the Commodore perceiv- 
ing bis diſorder, made a laſt effort of ſtrength, and 
conloled him in theſe word: “ Swab the ſpray 
from your bowſprit, my gocd lad, and coil up 
your ſpirits. You muſt not Jet the top-lifts of 
your heart give way, becauſe you fee me ready to 
go down at theſe years; many a better man has 
toundered before he has made half my way; thof 
I truſt, by the mercy of God, I ſhall be ſure in 
port in a very few glaſſes, and faſt moored in a 
moſt bleſſed riding: for my good friend Jolter 
hath overhauled the journal of my fins; and by | 
the obſervation he hath taken of the ſtate of my 1 
tou], 1 hope I ſhall happily conclude my voyage, 
and be brought up in the latitude of heaven. Here 
has been a doctor that wanted to ſtow me choke- 
full of phyſic; but, when a man's hour is come, 
what ſignifies his taking his departure with a *po- 
\ thecary's 
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thecary's ſhop in his hold? Thoſe fellows come a- 
longſide of dying men, like the meſſengers of the 
admiralty with ſailing orders: but I told him as 
how I could ſlip my cable without his direCtion or 
aſſiſtance, and ſo he hauled off in dudgcon. This 
curſed hiccup makes ſuch a rippling in the cur- 
rent of my ſpeech, that mayhap you don't under. 
ſtand what I ſay. Now, while the ſucker of my 
wind-pump will go, I wovld williaply mention a 
few things, which I hope you will ſet down in the 
log-book of your remembrance, when I am flif, 
d'ye fee. There's your aunt fitting whimpering 
by the fire, I delice you will keep her tight, 
warm, and eaſy in her old age; ſhe's an honeſt 
heart in her own way; and thof ſhe goes a little 
crank and humourſome, by being often over-{tov- 
ed with Nantz and religion, ſhe has been a faith- 
ful ſhip-mate to me, and I dare ſay never turned 
in with another man, . ſince we firſt embarked in 
the ſame bottom. Jack Hatchwav, you know the 
trim of her as well as e'er a man in England, and 
I believe ſhe has a kindneſs for you; wherevy, if 
you two will grapple in the way of matrimony, 
when I am gone, I do ſuppoſe, that ray godſon, 
for love of me, will allow you to live in the gar- 
riſon all the days of your life.” 

Peregrine aſſured him, he would with pleaſure 
comply with any requeſt he ſhould make, in be- 
half of two perſons whom he eſteemed ſo much. 
The Lieutenant, with a waggiſh ſneer, which 
even the gravity of the fituation could not pre- 
vent, thanked them both for their good-will, tell- 
ing the Commodore he was obliged to him for his 
friendſhip, in ſeeking to promote him to the com- 
raand of a veſſel which he himſelf had wore out 
in the ſervice ; that notwithſtanding, he ſhould be 

B 2 content 
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content to take charge of her, though he could not 
help being ſhy of coming after ſuch an able navi- 
ator. 
; Trunnion, exhauſted as he was, ſmiled at this 
ſally, and, after ſome pauſe, reſumed his admoni- 
tions in this manner: *I need not talk of Pipes, 
becauſe I know you'll do for him, without my re- 
commendation; the fellow has ſailed with me in 
many a hard gale, and Fil warrant him as ſtout a 
ſeaman as ever ſet face to the weather: but I hope 
you will take care of the reſt of my crew, and not 
diſrate them after I am dead, in favour of new 
followers. As for that young woman, Ned Gaunt- 
let's daughter, l'm informed as how ſhe is an ex- 
cellent wench, and has a reſpect for you; whereby 
if you run her on board in an unlawful way, I 
leave my curſe upon you, and truſt you will never 
nroſper in the voyage of life: but I believe you 
are more of an honeſt man, than to behave fo 
much like a pirate. I beg of all love, you wool 
take care of your conſtitution, and beware of run— 
ning foul of harlots,. who are no better than ſo 
many mermaids, that fit upon rocks in the fea, 
and hang out a fair face for the deſtruction of 
paſſengers; thof I muſt ſay, for my own part, I 
never met with any of thoſe ſweet ſingers, and 
vet I have gone to ſea for the ſpace of thirty yeare. 
But howſomever, ſteer your courſe clear of all 
ſuch brimſtone bitches: ſhun going to law as you 
would ſhun the devil, and look upon all attornies 
as deyouring ſharks, or ravenous fiſh of prey. As 
ſoon as the breath is out of my body, let minute 
guns be fired, till I am ſafe under ground. I 
wou'd alſo be buried in the red jacket I had on, 
when I boarded and took the Renummy. Let my 
piſtols, cutlaſs, and pocket-compaſs, be laid in hs. 
52 4 | | WE COmn 


PEREGRINE PICKLE 5 


coffin along with me. Let me be carried to the 
grave by my own men, rigged in the black caps 
and white ſhirts which my barge's crews were 
wont to wear; and they muſt keep a good look-out, 
that none of your pilfering raſcallions may come 
and heave me up again, for the lucre of what 
they can get, until the carcaſe is belayed by a. 
tomb-ſtone. As for the motto, o what you call 
it, I leave that to you and Mr jolter, who are 
ſcholars; but 1 do deſire, that it may not be en- 
graved in the Greek or Latin lingos, and much 
leſs in the French which I abominate, but in plain 
Engliſh, that when the angel comes to pipe a/f 
hands at the great day, he may know that I am a 
Britiſh man, and ſpeak to me in my mother 
tongue. And now I have no more to ſay, but 
God in heaven have mercy upon my ſoul, and 
ſend you all fair weather, whetreſoever you are 
bound.” 80 ſaying, he regarded every individual 
around him with a look of complacency, and clo- 
ſing his eye, compoſed himſelf to reſt, while the 
whole audience (Pipes himſelf not excepted) were: 
melted with ſorrow; and Mrs Truniuton conſented: 
to quit the room, that ſhe might not be expoſed to- 
the unſpeakable anguiſh of ſceing him expire. 

His laſt moments, however, were not ſo near 
as they imagined ; he began to doſe, and enjoyed 
{mall intervals of eaſe, till next day in the after- 
noon; during which remiſſions, he was heard to 
pour forth many pious ejaculations, expreſſing his 
hope, that for all the heavy cargo of his ſins, he 
ſhould be able to ſurmount the puttock- ſhrauds of 
deſpair, and get aloft to the croſs-trees of God's 
good favour. At laſt, his voice ſunk ſo low as 
not to be diſtinguiſhed; and having lain about an 
hour, almoſt without any perceptible ſigns of life, 
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he gave up the ghoſt, with a groan which anoune- 
ed his deceaſe. : 


Julia was no ſooner certified of this melancholy 


event, than ſhe ran to her aunt's chamber weep- 


ing aloud; and immediately a very decent concert 
was performed by the good widow and her at- 


tendants. Peregrine and Hatchway retired till the 


corpſe ſhould be laid out; and Pipes having ſur- 
veyed the body with a face of rueful attention, 
„ Well fare thy ſoul, old Hawſer Trunnion, (ſaid 
he); man and boy have I known thee theſe five 
and thirty years, and ſure a truer heart never 


broke biſcuit. Many a hard gale haſt thou weath- 


ered ; but now thy ſpells are all over, and thy hull 
fairly laid up. A better commander I'd never de- 


fire to ſerve; and who knows but I may help to 


ſet up thy ſtanding rigging in another world ?? 
All the ſervants of the houſe were affected with 


the loſs of their old maſter, and the poor people 


in the neighbourhood aſſembled at the gate, and, 
by repeated howlings, expreſſed their forrow for 


the death of their charitable benefactor. Pere- 


grine, though he felt every thing which love and 
gratitude could infpire on this occaſion, was not 
o much overwhelmed with affliction, as to be in- 
capable of taking the management of the family 
into his own hands. He gave directions about 
the funeral with great diſcretion, after having paid 


the compliments of condolance to his aunt, whom 


he conſoled with the afſurance of his inviolable 
eſteem and affection. He ordered a ſuit of mourn- 


ing to be made for every perſon in the garriſon, and 
_ Invited all the neighbouring gentlemen to the bu- 


rial, not even excepting his father and his brother 
Gam, who did not, however, honour the cere- 
mony with their preſence ; nor was his mother 

Lu humane 
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humane enough to viſit her ſiſter-in-law in her 
diſtreſs. | 

In the method of interment, the Commodore's in- 
junctions were obeyed to a tittle ; and at the ſame 
time our hero made a donation of fifty pounds to 
the poor of the pariſh, as a benefaCtion which his 
uncle had forgot to bequ eat. 

Having performed theſe obſequies with the moſt 
pious punctuality, he examined the will, to which 
there was no addition ſince it had been firſt exe- 
cuted, adjuſted the payment of all the legacies, 
and, being ſole executor, took an account of the 
eſtate to which he had ſucceeded, and which, af- 
ter all deduCtions, amounted to thirty thouſand 
pounds. The poſſeſſion of ſuch a fortune, of 
which he was abſolute maſter, did not at all con- 
tribute to the humiliation of his ſpirit, but inſpir- 
ed him with new ideas of grandeur and magnifi- 
cence, and elevated his hope to the higheſt pinna-. 
cle of expectation. 43 

His domeſtic affairs being ſettled, he was viſit- 
ed by almoſt all the gentlemen of the country, 
who came to pay their compliments of congratu- 
lation on his acceſſion to the eſtate; and ſome of 
them offered their good offices towards a reconci- 
liation betwixt his father and him, induced by the 
general deteſtation which was entertained for his 
brother Gam, who was by this time looked upon 
by his neighbours as a prodigy of inſolence and ma- 
lice. Our young 'ſquire thanked them for their kind 
propoſal, which he accepted; and old Gamaliel, at 
their intreaties, ſeemed very well diſpoſed to an 
accommodation : but, as he would not venture to 
declare himſelf, before he had conſulted his wife, 
his favourable diſpoſition was rendered altogether 
ineffectual, by the inſtigations of that implacable 

| woman; 
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woman; and our hero reſigned all expectation of 
being reunited to his father's houſe. His brother, 
as uſual, took all opportunities of injuring his 
character, by falſe aſperſions and ſtories miſrepre- 
ſented, in order to prejudice his reputation; nor 
was his ſiſter Julia ſuffered to enjoy her good for- 
tune in peace. Had he undergone ſuch perſecu- 
tion from an alien to his blood,” the world would 
have heard of his revenge ; but, norwithſtanding 

his indignation, he was too much tinctured by the 
prejudices of conſanguinity, to lift his arm in 
judgment againſt the ſon of his own parents; and 
this conſideration abridged the term of his reſi- 
dence at the garriſon, where he had propoſed to 
ſtay for ſome months. 


CH AP. LXXIV. 


The young gentleman having ſettled his domeſtic af 
fairs, arrives in London, and ſets up a gay egui- 
page. He meets with Emilia, and is introduced 
to her uncle. 


H aunt, at the earneſt ſolicitations of Julia 
and ber buſband, took up her quarters at 
the houſe of that affectionate kinſwoman, who 
made it her chief ſtudy to comfort and cheriſh the 
diſconſolate widow; and Jolter, in expectation of 
the living, which was not yet vacant, remained 
in the garriſon, in quality of land- ſte ward upon 
our hero's country eſtate. As for the lieutenant, 
our young gentleman communed with him in a 
ſerious manner, about the Commodore's propofal 
of taking Mrs Trunnion to wife; and Jack, be- 
ing quite tired of the ſolitary fituation of a bache- 
EE : | lor, 
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or, which nothing but the company of his old 

commander could have enabled him to ſupport fo 

long, far from diſcovering averſion to the match, 
obſerved, with an arch ſmile, that it was not the 
firſt time he had commanded a veſſel in the ab- 
ſence of Captain Trunnion ; and therefore, if the 
widow was willing, he would cheerfully ſtand by 
her helm, and, as he hoped the duty would not 
be of long continuance, do his endeavour to ſteer 
her ſafe into jthe port, where the Commodore 
might come on board, and take charge of her 
again. 

In conſequence of this declaration, it was de- 
termined that Mr Hatchway ſhould make his ad- 
dreſſes to Mrs Trunnion, as ſoon as decency would 
permit her to receive them; and Mr Clover and 
his wife promiſed to exert their influence in his 
behalf. Meanwhile Jack was deſired to live at 
the caſtle as uſual, and aſſured, that it ſhould be 
put wholly in his poſſeſſion, as ſoon as he ſhould 
be able to accompliſh this matrimonial ſcheme, 

When Peregrine had ſettled all theſe points to 
his own ſatisfaction, he took leave of all his 
friends, and repairing to the great city, purchaſed 
a new Chariot and horſes, put Pipes and another 
lacquey into rich liveries, took elegant lodgings in 
Pall-mall, and made a moſt remarkable appear- 

ance among the people of faſhion. It was owing 
to this equipage, and the gaicty of his perſonal 
deportment, that common fame, which 1s always 
a common liar, repreſented him as a young gentle- 
man who had juſt ſucceeded to an eſtate of five thou- 
iand pounds per annum, by the death of an uncle; 
that he was entitled to an equal fortune at the de- 
ceaſe of his own father, excluſive of two conſider- 
able jointures, which would devolve upon him ko 

| "oP 
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the demiſe of his mother and aunt. This report, 
falſe and ridiculous as it was, he could not find 
in his heart to contradict; not but that he was 
ſorry to find himſelf ſo miſrepreſented : but his 
vanity would not allow him to take any ſtep that 
might diminiſh his importance in the opinion of 
thoſe who courted his acquaintance, on the ſuppo- 
ſition that his circumſtances were actually as af- 
fluent as they were ſaid to be. Nay, ſo much 
was he infatuated by this weakneſs, that he re- 
ſolved to encourage the deception, by living up 
to the report; and accordingly, engaged in the 
moſt expenſive parties of pleaſure ; believing, that 
before his preſent finances ſhould be exhauſted, 
his fortune would be effectually made, by the per- 
ſonal accompliſhments he ſhould have occaſion to 
diſplay to the beau-monde, in the courſe of his 


extravagance. In a word, vanity and pride were 


the ruling foibles of our adventurer, who imagin- 
ed himſelf ſuſkciently qualified to retrieve bis for- 
tune in various ſhapes, long before he could have 
any idea of want or difficulty. He thought he 
ſhould have it in his power, at any time, to 
make prize of a rich heireſs, or opulent widow 
his ambition had already aſpired to the heart of a 
young handſome ducheſs-dowager, to whoſe ac- 


quaintance he had found means to be introduced; 


or, ſhould matrimony chance to be unſuitable to his 
inclinations, he never doubted, that, by the inter- 
eſt he might acquire among the nobility, he ſhould 
be favoured with ſome Jucrative poſt, that would 

amply recompenſe him for the liberality of his diſ- 
Poſition, There are many young men who enter- 
tain the ſame expeCtations, without half the reaſon 
he had to be fo preſumptuous, Ry 


%, 
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In the midft of theſe chimerical calculations, 
his paſſion for Emilia did not ſubſide; but, on 


the contrary, began to rage to ſuch an inflamma- 


tion of deſire, that her idea interfered with every 


other reflection, and abſolutely diſabled him from 


proſecuting the other lofty ſchemes which his ima- 
gination had projected. He therefore laid down 
the honeſt reſolution of viſiting her in all the 
ſplendor of his ſituation, in order to practiſe ap- 
on her virtue with all his art and addreſs, to the 
utmoſt extent of his influence and fortune. Nay, 
ſo effectually had his guilty paſſion abſorbed his 
principles of honour, conſcience, humanity, and 
regard for the Commodore's laſt words, that he 
was baſe enough to rejoice at the abſence of his 
ſriend Godfrey, who being then with his regi- 
ment in Ireland, could not dive into his purpoſe, 
or take meaſures for fruſtrating his vicious de- 
ſign. 

Fraught with theſe heroic ſentiments, he deter- 
mined to ſet out for Suſſex in his chariot and ſix, 
attended by his valet de chambre and two foot- 


men; and as he was now ſenſible, that in his laſt 
eſſay he had miſtaken his cue, he determined to 


change his battery, and ſap the fortreſs, by the 
moſt ſubmiſſive, ſoft, and inſinuating behaviour, 
On the evening that preceded this purpoſed ex- 
pedition, he went into one-of the boxes at the 
play-houſe, as uſual, to ſhew himſelf to the la- 
dies; and in reconnoitring the company through 
a glaſs, (for no other reaſon, but becauſe it was 
fathionable to be purblind), perceived his miſtreſs 
very plainly dreſſed, in one of the ſeats above the 
itage, talking to another young woman of a ver 
homely appearance. Though his heart beat the 


alarm with the utmoſt impatience at Gght of his 


Emilia, 
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Emilia, he was for ſome minutes deterred from 
obeying the impulſe of his love, by the preſence 
of ſome ladies of faſhion, who, he feared, would 
think the worſe of him, ſhould they ſee him make 
his compliments in public to a perſon of her figure. 


Nor would the violence of his inclination have 


ſo far prevailed over his pride, as to lead him 
thither, had not he recollected, that his quality 
friends would look upon her as ſome handſome 
Abigail, with whom he had an affair of gallan- 
try, and of conſequence give him credit for the 
intrigue. | 

Encouraged by this ſuggeſtion, he complied 
with the dictates of love, and flew to the place 


where his charmer ſat. His air and dreſs were ſo 


remarkable, that it was almoſt impoſſible he ſhould 


Have eſcaped the eyes of a curious obſerver, ef- 
pecially as he had choſen a time for coming in, 


when his entrance could not fail to attract the 
notice of the ſpectators; I mean, when the whole 
houſe was huſhed in attention to the performance 
on the ſtage. Emilia, therefore, perceived him 
at bis firſt approach; ſhe found herſelf diſcovered 
by the direction of his glaſs, and gueſſing his in- 
tention by his abrupt retreat from the box, ſum- 
moned all her fortitude to her aid, and prepared 
for his reception. He-advanced to her with an 
air of eagerneſs and joy, tempered with modeſty 
and reſpect, and expreſſed his ſatisfaction at ſee- 
ing her, with a ſeeming reverence of regard. 
Though ſhe was extremely well pleaſed at this un- 
expected behaviour, ſhe ſuppreſſed the emotions 
of her heart, and anſwered his compliments with 
aſfeed eaſe and unconcern, ſuch as might de- 
note the good-humour of a perſon who meets by 


accident with an indifferent acquaintance.— 
| After 
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After having certified himſelf of her own good 
health, he very kindly enquired about her mo- 
ther and Miſs Sophy, gave her to underſtand, 
that he had lately been favoured with a letter 
from Godfrey, that he had actually intended to 
ſet out next morning on a viſit to Mrs Gauntlet, 
which (now that he was ſo happy as to meet with 
her) he would poſtpone, until he ſhould have 
the pleaſure of attending her to the country. Af- 
ter having thanked him for his polite intention, 
ſhe told him, that her mother was expected in 
town in a few days, and that ſhe herſelf had 
come to London ſome weeks ago, to give her 
attendance upon her aunt, who had been dan- 
gerouſly ill, but was now pretty well reco- 
vered. | | 
Although the converſation of courſe turned ups 
on general topics, during the entertainment he 
took all opportunities of being particular with his 
eyes, through which he conveyed a thouſand ten- 
der proteſtations. She ſaw, and inwardly rejoic- 
ed at the humility of his looks; but, far from 
rewarding it with one approving glance, ſhe in- 
duſtriouſly avoided this ocular intercourſe, and 
rather coquetted with a young pentleman that 
ogled her from the oppoſite box. Peregrine's 


| 83 eaſily detected her ſentiments, and 


e was nettled at her diſſimulation, which ſerved 
to confirm him in his unwarrantable deſigns up- 
on her perſon. He perſiſted in his aſſiduities with 
indefatigable perſeverance: when the play was 
concluded, handed her and her companion to an 
hackney- coach, and with difficulty was permitted 
to eſcort them to the houſe of Emilia's uncle, 


to whom our hero was introduced by the young 
Vol. III. lady, 
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lady, as an intimate friend of her brother God- 
frey. | | 

The old gentleman, who was no ſtranger to 
the nature of Peregrine's connexion with his ſiſ- 
ter's family, prevailed upon him. to ſtay ſupper, 
and ſeemed particularly well pleaſed with his con- 
verſation and deportment, which, by help of his 
natural ſagacity, he. wonderfully adapted to the 
humour of his entertainer. After ſupper, when 
the ladies were withdrawn, and the citizen called 
for his pipe, our ſly adventurer followed his ex- 
ample. Though he abhorred the plant, he ſmoak- 
ed with an air of infinite ſatisfaction, and expa- 
tiated upon the virtues of tobacco, as if he had 
been deeply concerned in the Virginia trade. In 
the progreſs of the diſcourſe, he conſulted the 
merchant's diſpoſition; and the national debt com- 
ing upon the carpet, held forth upon the funds 
like a profeſſed broker. When the alderman com- 
plained of the reſtrictions and diſcouragement of 
trade, his gueſt inveighed againſt exorbitant du- 
ties, with the nature of which he ſeemed as well 
_ acquainted as any commiſhoner of the cuſloms; 
ſo that the uncle was aſtoniſhed at the extent of 
his knowledge, and expreſſed his ſurprize, that a 
gay young gentleman Hke him ſhould have found 
either leiſure or inclination to conſider ſub- 
jects ſo foreign to the faſhionable amuſements of 
youth. 1 
Fi Pickle laid hold on this opportunity to tell him, 
that he was deſcended from a race of merchants; 
and that, early in life, he had made it his buſi- 
neſs to inſtruct himſelf in the different branches 
of trade, which he not only ſtudied as his family 
profeſſion, but alſo as the ſource of all our na- 
tional riches and power. He then launched out 
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in praiſe of commerce, and the promoters there- 
of; and, by way of contraſt, employed all his 
ridicule, in drawing - ſuch ludicrous pictures of 
the manners and education of what is called high 
life, that the trader's ſides were ſhaken b Jighs 
ter, even to the danger of his life; and he looked 
upon our adventurer as a miracle of ſobriety and 
good ſenſe. 

Having thus ingratiated himſelf with the uncle, 
Peregrine took his leave, and next day in the 
forenoon viſited the niece in his chariot, after ſhe 
had been admoniſhed by her kinſman to behave 
with circumſpection, and cautioned againſt ne- 


glecting or diſcouraging the addreſſes of ſuch a 2 
valuable admirer. 


CHAP. LXXV. 


He proſecute his deſign upon Emilia, with great art 
and perſeverance. 

NY e having by his n ob⸗ 

tained free acceſs to his miſtreſs began the 
ſiege, by profeſſing the moſt fincere contrition for 
his former levity, and imploring her forgiveneſs. 
with ſuch earneſt ſupplicacion, that, guarded as 
ſhe was againſt his flattering arts, ſhe began to 
believe bis proteſtations, which were even accom- 
panied with tears, and abated a good deal of that 
ſeverity and diſtance ſhe had propoſed to maintain, 
during this interview. She would not, however, 
favour bim with the leaſt acknowledgment of a 
mutual paſſion, becauſe, in the midſt of his vows. 
of eternal conſtancy and truth, he did not men- 
tion one ſyllable of wedlock, though he was now 
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% 


entirely maſter of his owu conduct; and this 
conſideration created a doubt, which fortified her 
againſt all his attacks: yet, what her diſcretion 
would: have concealed, was diſcovered by her eyes, 


Which, in ſpite of all her endeavours, breathed 


forth complacency and love. For her inclination 
was flattered by her own ſelf-ſufficiency, which 
imputed her admirer's ſilence, in that particular, 
to the hurry and perturbation of his ſpirits, 
and perſuaded her, that he could not poſhbly 
regard her with any other than honourable inten- 
tions. ä : 

The inſidious lover exulted in the tenderneſs of 
her looks, from which he preſaged a complete 
victory; but, that he might not overſhoot him- 


ſelf by his own precipitation, he would not run 


the riſk of declaring himſelf, until her heart ſhould 


be ſo far entangled within his ſnares, as that net- 


ther the ſuggeſtions of honour, prudence, or pride, 
{hould be able to diſengage it. Armed with this 
reſolution, he reſtrained the impatience of his 
temper within the limits of the moſt delicate de- 
portment. After having ſolicited and obtained 
permiſhon to attend her to the next opera, he 


took her by the hand, and preſſing it to his lips in 


the moſt reſpectful manner, went away, leaving 
her in a moſt whimſical ſtate of ſuſpence, che- 
quered with an intereſting viciſſitude of hope and 
e e eee ae $5 IRE 
On tbe appointed day, he appeared again about 
five o'clock in the afternoon, and found her na- 
tive charms ſo; much improved by the advanta- 
ges of dreſs, that he was tranſported with admi- 


ration and delight; and, while he conducted her 


to the Hay-market, could ſcarce bridle the im- 
petuoſity of his paſſion, ſo as to obſerve the for- 


bearing 
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bearing maxims he had adopted. When ſhe en- 


ratification of his vanity ; for, in a moment, ſhe 


eclipſed all the female part of the audience, each 


individual allowing, in her own heart, that the 
ſtranger was by far the handſomeſt woman there 
preſent, except herſelf. HY | 
Here it was that our hero enjoyed a double tri- 
umph; he was vain of this opportunity to enhance 


his reputation for gallantry among the ladies of 


faſhion who knew him, and proud of an occaſion 
to diſplay his quality acquaintance to Emilia, that 
ſhe might entertain the greater idea of the con- 
queſt ſhe had made, and pay the more deference 
to his importance in the ſequel of his addreſſes. 
That he might profit as much as poſſible by this 
ſituation, he went up and accoſted every perſon in 
the pit with whom he ever had the leaſt commu- 
nication, whiſpered and laughed with an affected 
air of familiarity, and even bowed, at a diſtance, 
to ſome of the nobility, on the flender foundation 
of having ſtood near them at court, or preſented. 


them with a pinch of rappee at White's chocolate- 


bouſe. 15 

This ridiculous oftentation, though now prac- 
tiſed with a view of promoting his deſign, was a 
weakneſs that, in ſome degree, infected the whole 
of his behaviour; for nothing gave him ſo much 
Joy in converſation, as an opportunity of giving 
the company to underſtand, how well he was 
with perſons of diſtinguiſhed rank and charaQer. 
He would often (for example) obſerve, as it were 
occaſionally, that the Duke of G—— was one of 
the beſt natured men in the world, and illuſtrate 
this aſſertion by ſome inſtance of his affability, in 
which he himſelf was concerned ; then, by an 
TY C 3 | abrupt 


tered the pit, he had abundance of food for the 
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abrupt tranſition, he would repeat ſome repartee 


18. 


of Lady T—-—, and mention a certain ben mot 
of the Earl of C——, which was uttered in his 
hearing. 


: Abundance of young men in this manner make 
free with the names, though they have never had 
acceſs to the perſons of the nobility z but this was 
not the caſe with Peregrine, who, in conſidera- 
tion of his appearance and ſuppoſed fortune, to- 
gether with the advantage of his introduction, 
was by this time freely admitted to the tables of 
the great. | 


la his return with Emilia from the opera, 


though he till maintained the moſt ſcrupulous 


decorum in his behaviour, he plied her with the 
moſt paſhonate expreſſions of love, ſqueezed her 
band with great fervency, proteſted that his whole 
ſoul: was engroſſed by her idea, and that he could 
not exiſt independent of her favour. Pleaſed as 
ſhe was with his warm and pathetic addrefles, to- 
gether with the reſpectful manner of his making 
love, ſhe yet had prudence and reſolution ſufficient 
to contain her tenderneſs, which was ready to 
run over, being fortified againft his arts by re- 
flecting, that, if his aim was honourable, it was 
no his buſineſs to declare it. On this conſidera- 
tion, ſhe refuſed to make any ſerious reply to his 


earneſt expoſtulations, but affected to receive them 


as the undetermined effuſions of gallantry and 
good- breeding. 


Tbis fictitious gaiety and good humour, though. 


it baffled his hope of extorting from her an ac- 
knowledgment of which he might have taken im- 
mediate advantage, nevertheleſs encouraged him 
to obſerve, (as the chariot paſſed along the Strand), 

that the night was far advanced; that ſupper 
| : wou 
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would certainly be over, before they could reach 
her uncle's houſe; and to propoſe that he ſhould 
wait upon her to ſome place, where they might 
be accommodated with a ſlight refreſhment. She 
was offended at the freedom of this propoſal, 
which, however, ſhe treated as a joke, thanking 
him for his courteous offer, and aſſuring him, that, 
when ſhe ſhould be diſpoſed for a tavern-treat, he 
alone ſhould have the honour of beſtowing it. 
Her kinſman being engaged with company a- 
broad, and her aunt retired to reſt, he had the 
good fortune to enjoy a tete a ee with her during 
a whole hour, which he employed with ſuch con- 
ſummate ſkill, that her caution was almoſt over- 
come. He not only aſſailed her with the artillery 
of ſighs, vows, prayers, and tears, but even pawn= 
ed his honour in behalf of his love. He ſwore 
with many imprecations, that although her heart 
were ſurrendered to him at diſcretion, there was 
a principle within him, which would never allow 
him to injure ſuch innocence and beauty; and the 
tranſports of his paſſion had, upon this occaſion, 
ſo far overſhot his purpoſe, that if ſhe had de- 
manded an explanation while he was thus agitated, 
he would have engaged himſelf to her wiſh by ſuch 
ties, as he could not poſſibly break, with any re- 
gard to his reputation. But, from ſuch expoſtula- 
tion, ſhe was deterred partly by pride, and part! 
by the dread of finding herſelf miſtaken in ſuch an 
intereſting conjecture. She therefore enjoyed the 
preſent flattering appearance of her fate, was pre- 
vailed upon to accept the jewels which he pur- 
chaſed with part of his winning at Bath, and with 
the moſt enchanting condeſcenſion ſubmitted to a 
warm embrace when he took his leave, after hav- 
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ing obtained permiſſion to viſit her as often as his 
inclination and convenience would permit. ; 
In his return to his own lodgings, he was 
buoyed up with his ſucceſs to an extravagance of 
hope, already congratulated himſelf upon his tri- 
umph over Emilia's virtue, and began to project 
future conqueſts among the moſt dignified charac- 
ters of the female ſex. But his attention was not 
at all diſſipated by theſe vain reflections: he re- 
folved to concentrate the whole exertion of his 
ſou] upon the execution of his preſent plan; de- 
ſiſted, in the mean time, from all other ſchemes 
of pleaſure, intereſt, and ambition; and took lodg- 
ings in the city, for the more commodious ac- 
compliſhment of his purpoſe. 1 15 | 
While our lover's imagination was thus agree- 
ably regaled, his miſtreſs did not enjoy her expec- 
tations, without the intervention of doubts and 
anxiety. His filence, touching the final aim of 
his addreſſes, was a myſtery on which ſhe was 
afraid of exerciſing her ſagacity; and her uncle 
tormented her with enquiries into the circum- 
ſtances of Peregrine's profeſſions and deportment. 
Rather than give this relation the leaft cauſe of 
ſuſpicion, which muſt have cut off all intercourſe 
betwixt ber and her admirer, ſhe ſaid every thing 
which ſhe thought would ſatisfy his care and con- 
cern for her welfare; and in conſequence of ſuch 
repreſentation, ſhe enjoyed, without reſerve, the 
company of our adventurer, who proſecuted his 
plan with ſurpriſing eagerneſs and perſeverance. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP; LEXXVL 


He prevails upon Emilia to accompany him to a maß 
querade, makes a ireacherous attempt upon her af. 
feftion, and meets with a deſerved repulſe, 


GCARCE a night elapſed in which he did not 
conduct her to ſome public entertainment. 
When, by the dint of his inſidious carriage, be 
thought himſelf in full poſſeſſion of her confidence 
and affection, he lay in wait for an opportunity 
and hearing her obſerve in converſation, that ſhe 
had never been at a maſquerade, begged leave to 
attend her to the next ball; at the ſame time, ex- 
tending his invitation to the young lady in whoſe 
company he had found her at the play, ſhe being 
preſent when this ſubject of. diſcourſe was intro- 
duced. He had flattered himſelf, that this gentle- 
woman would decline the propoſal, as ſhe was a 
prong. ſeemingly of a demure diſpoſition, who had 

een born and bred in the city, where ſuch diver- 
ſions are looked upon as ſcenes of lewdneſs and 


debauchery. For once, however, be reckoned 
without his hoſt; curioſity is as prevalent in the 


city as at the court-end of the town: Emilia no 
ſooner ſignified her aſſent to his propoſal, than her 
friend, with an air of fatisfaQion, agreed to make 
one of the party; and he was obliged to thank her 
for that complaiſance, which laid him under infi- 
nite mortification. He ſer his genius at work, to 


invent ſome ſcheme for preventing her unſeaſon- 
able intruſion. Had an opportunity offered, he 
would have acted as her phyſician, and adminis 


ſtered a medicine that would have laid her under 
the W of ſtaying at home; hut his acquaint- 
; | ance 
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ance with her being too ſlight to furniſh him with 
the means of executing this expedient, he deviſed 
another, which was practiſed with all imaginable 
ſucceſs. Underſtanding that her grandmother had 
left her a ſum of money independent of her pa- 
rents, he conveyed a letter to her mother, inti- 
mating, that her daughter, on pretence of going 


to the maſquerade, intended to beſtow herſelf in 


marriage to a certain perſon, and that, in a few 


days, ſhe would be inſormed of the circumſtances 
of the whole intrigue, provided ſhe would keep 


this information fecret, and contrive ſome excuſe 
for detaining the young lady at home, without 
giving her cauſe to believe ſhe was appriſed of her 
intention. This billet, ſubſcribed, Your well 
2viſher and unknown humble ſervant, had the de- 


fired effect upon the careful matron, who, on the 
ball-day, feigued herſelf ſo extremely ill, that 


Miſs could not, with any decency, quit her Mam- 
ma's apartment; and therefore ſent her apology to 


Emilia in the afternoon, immediately after the ar- 


rival of Peregrine, who pretended to be very much 
afflicted with the diſappointment, Reer his heart 


throbbed with a tranſport of joy. | > 


About ten o'clock, the Forth ſet out for the 
Hay-market, he being drefled in the habit of 
Pantaloon, and ſhe in that of Columbine; and 


they had ſcarce entered the houſe, when the mu- 


fic ſtruck up, the curtain was withdrawn, and the 
whole ſcene diſplayed at once, to the admiration 


of Emilia, whoſe expectation was infinitely ſur- 
paſſed by this exhibition, Our gallant having 


conducted her through all the different apart- 
ments, and defcribed the ceconomy of the place, 
led her into the circle; and, in their turn, they 
danced ſeveral minuets; then going to the ſide- 

board, 
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board, he prevailed upon her to eat ſome ſweet- 
meats, and drink a glaſs of champagne. After a 


ſecond review of the company, they engaged in 


country-dances, at which exerciſe they continued, 
until our adventurer concluded, that his partner's 
blood was ſufficiently warmed for the proſecution 


of his deſign. On this ſuppoſition, which was 


built upon her declaring that ſhe was thirſty and 
fatigued, he perſuaded her to take a little refreſh- 
ment and repoſe ; and, for that purpoſe, handed 
her down ſtairs into the eating- room, where, hav- 
ing ſeated her on the floor, he preſented her with 
a glaſs of wine and water; and, as ſhe complain- 
ed of being faint, enriched the draught with ſome 


drops of a certain elixir, which he recommended 


as a moſt excellent reſtorative, though it was no 
other than a ftimulating tincture, which he had 
treacheroully provided for the occaſion. Having 


ſwallowed this potion, by which her ſpirits were 


manifeſtly exhilarated, ſhe ate a ſlice of ham, with 
the wing of a cold pullet, and concluded the meal 
with a glaſs of Burgundy, which ſhe drank at the 
earneſt entreaty of her admirer. Theſe extraor- 
dinary cordials co-operating. with the ferment of 


her blood, which was heated by violent motion, 
could not fail to affect the conſtitution of a deli- 
cate young creature, who was naturally ſprightly 
and volatile. Her eyes began to ſparkle with un- 


uſual fire and vivacity; a thouſand brilliant ſallies 
of wit eſcaped her; and every maſk that accoſted 
her underwent ſome ſmart repartee. 
Peregrine, overjoyed at the ſucceſs of his admi- 
niſtration, propoſed that they ſhould reſume their 
places at the country-dances, with a view to pro- 


mote and aſſiſt the efficacy of his elixir; and when 
he thought her diſpoſition was Properly adapted 


for 
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for the theme, began to ply her with all the elo- 
cution of love. In order to elevate his own ſpirits | 
to that pitch of reſolution which his ſcheme re- 
quired, he drank two whole bottles of Burgundy, 
which inflamed his paſhon to ſuch a degree, that 
he found himſelf capable of undertaking and per- 
petrating any ſcheme for the gratification of his 
deſi re. FE, 

Emilia, warmed by ſo many concurring incen- 
tives in favour of the man ſhe loved, abated con- 
ſiderably of her wonted reſerve, liſtened to his 
proteſtations with undiſſembled pleaſure, and, in 
the confidence of her ſatisfaQtion, even owned him 
abſolute maſter of her affections. Raviſhed with 
this confeſſion, he now deemed himſelf on the 
brink of reaping the delicious fruits of his art and 
aſſiduity; and the morning being already pretty 
far advanced, aſſented with rapture to the firſt 
propoſal ſhe made of retiring to her lodgings. 
The blinds of the chariot being pulled up, he 
took advantage of the favourable ſituation of her 
| thoughts; and on pretence of being whimſical, in 
a conſequence of the wine he had ſwallowed, claſped 
her in his arms, and imprinted a thouſand kiſſes 
on her pouting lips, a freedom which ſhe pardon- 
ed as the privilege of intoxication. While he 
thus indulged himſelf with impunity, the carriage 
halted, and Pipes opening the door, his maſter 
handed her into the paſſage, before ſhe perceived 
that it was not her uncle's houſe at which they 

had alighted. 8 
Alarmed at this diſcovery, ſhe with ſome con- 
fuſion deſired to know his reaſon for conducting 
her to a ſtrange place at theſe hours: but he 
made no reply, until he had led her into an apart- 
ment, when he gave her to underſtand, that, as 
her 
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ker uncle's family muſt be diſturbed by her going 
thither ſo late in the night, and the ſtreets near 
Temple-bar were infeſted by a multitude of rob- 
bers and cut-throats, he had ordered his coachman 
to halt at this houſe, which was kept by a relation 
of his, a mighty good ſort of a gentlewoman, who 
would be proud of an opportunity to accommo- 
date a perſon for whom he was known to enter- 
tain ſuch tenderneſs and eſteem. 

Emilia had too much penetration to be impoſed 
upon by this plauſible pretext. In ſpite of her 
partiality for Peregrine, which had never been in- 
flamed to ſuch a pitch of complacency before, ſhe 
comprehended his whole plan in a twinkling. 
Though her blood boiled with indignation, ſhe 
thanked him, with an affected air of ſerenity, for 
his kind concern, and expreſſed her obligation to 
his couſin; but, at the ſame time, inſiſted upon 
going home, leſt her abſence ſhould terrify her 
uncle and aunt, who ſhe knew would not retire 
to reſt till her return. 5 

He urged her, with a thouſand remonſtrances, 
to conſult her own eaſe and ſafety, promiſing to 
ſend Pipes into the city, for the ſatisfaction of her 
relations: but finding her obſtinately deaf to his 
intreaties, he aſſured her, that he would in a few 
minutes comply with her requeſt; and, in the 
mean time, begged ſhe would fortify herſelf a- 
gainſt the cold with a cordial, which he poured 
out in her preſence, and which (now that her ſuſ- 
picion was arouſed) ſhe refuſed to taſte, notwith- 
ſtanding all his importunities. He then fell upon 
his knees before her, and the tears guſhing from 
his eyes, ſwore that his paſſion was wound up to 
ſuch a pitch of impatience, that he could no longer 
live upon the unſubſtantial food of expectation; 
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and that, if ſhe would not vouchſafe to crown his 
happineſs, be would forthwith ſacrifice himſelf to 
her difdain. Such an abrupt addreſs, accompa- 
nied with all the ſymptoms of frantic agitation, 
could not fail to perplex and affright the gentle 
Emilia, who, after ſome recollection, replied with 
a reſolute tone, that ſhe could not fee what reaſon 
he had to complain of her reſerve, which ſhe was 
not at liberty to lay entirely aſide, until he ſhould 
have avowed his intentions in form, and obtained 
the ſanction of thoſe whom it was her duty to 
obey. © Divine creature | (cried he, ſeizing her 
hand, and prefling it to his lips) it is from you 
alone IT hope for that condefcenſion, which would 
overwhelm me with tranſports of celeſtial bliſs. 
The fentiments of parents are ſordid, filly, and 
confned ; ſeek not then to ſubject my paſſion to 
fuch low reſtrictions as were calculated for the 


Purpoſes of common hfe. My love is too delicate: 


and refined to wear thoſe. vulgar features, which 
ſerve only to deſtroy the merit of voluntary af- 
fection, and to upbraid a man meeffantly with 
the articles of compulſion under which he lies. 
My dear angel! ſpare me the mortification of 
being compelled to love you, and reign fole em- 
preſs of my heart and fortune. I will not affront. 
you ſo much as to talk of ſettlements; my all is 
at your diſpoſal. In this pocket-book are notes 
to the amount of two thouſand pounds; do me 
the pleaſure to accept of them; to-morrow I will 
lay ten thouſand more in your lap. In a word, 
vou ſhall be miſtreſs of my whole eſtate, and I 
ſhall think myſelf happy in living dependent on 

your bounty !” - 
Heavens l what were the emotions of the vir- 
tuous, tbe ſenſible, the delicate, the tender Es 
85 a's 
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Ha's heart, when ſhe heard this inſolent declara- 
tion from the mouth of a man, whom ſhe had ho- 
noured with her affection and eſteem ! It was not 
fmply horror, grief, or indignation that ſhe felt, 
in conſequence of this unworthy treatment, but 
the united pangs of all together, which produced 
a ſort of hyſteric laugh, while ſhe told him, that 
ſhe could not help admiring bis generoſity. 
Deceived by this convulfion, and the ironical 
compliment that attended it, the lover thought he 
had already. made great progreſs in his operations, 
and that it was now his buſineſs to ſtorm the fort 
by a vigorous aſſaulr, that he might ſpare her the 
confuſion of yielding without reſiſtance. Poſſeſ- 
ſed by this vain ſuggeſtion, he ſtarted up, and 
folding her in his arms, began to obey the fu- 
rious dictate of his unruly and ungenerous deſire. 
With an air of cool determination, ſhe demanded 
a parley z and when, upon her repeated requeſt, 
he granted it, addreſſed herſelf to him in theſe 
words, while her eyes gleamed with all the dig- 
nity of the moſt awful reſentment. “ Sir, I 
ſcorn to upbraid you with a repetition of your 
former vows and proteſtations, nor will I recapi- 
tulate the little arts you have praCtiſed to enſnare 
my heart; becauſe, though, by dint of the moſt 
perfidious diſhmulation, you have found means to 


deceive my opinion, your utmoſt efforts have ne- 
ver been able to lull the vigilance of my conduct, 
or to engage my affection beyond the power of 


diſcarding you without a tear, whenever my ho- 
nour ſhould demand ſuch a ſacrifice. Sir, you 
are unworthy of my concern or regret, and the 


ſigh that now ſtruggles from my breaſt, is the re- 

ſult of ſorrow for my own want of diſcernment.. 

As for your preſent pe upon my chaſtity, I 
| 2 


deſpiſe 
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deſpiſe your power, as I deteſt your intention, 
Though, under the maſk of the moſt delicate re- 
ſpect, you have decoyed me from the immediate 
protection of my friends, and contrived other im- 
pious ſtratagems to ruin my peace and reputation, 
I confide too much in my own innocence, and 
the authority of the law, to admit one thought of 
fear, much leſs to fink under the horror of this 
ſhocking ſituation into which J have been ſeduced. 
Sir, your behaviour on this occaſion, is in all re- 
ſepcts low and contemptible : for, ruffian as you 


. are, you durſt not harbour one thought of exe- 


cuting your execrable ſcheme, while you knew my 
brother was near enough to prevent, or revenge 
the inſult ; ſo that you muſt not only be a treacher- 
ous villain, but alſo a moſt deſpicable coward.” 
Having expreſſed herſelf in this manner, with a 
molt majeſtic ſeverity of aſpect, ſhe opened the 
door, and walking down ſtairs with ſurpriſing re- 
ſolution, committed herſelf to the care of a watch- 
man, who accommodated her with a hackney- 
chair, in which ſhe was ſafely conveyed to her 
uncle's houſe. 

Meanwhile, the lover was ſo confounded and 
over-awed by theſe cutting reproaches, and her 
animated behaviour, that all his refolution forſook 
him, and he found himſelf not only incapable of 


obſtructing her retreat, but even of uttering one 


ſyllable to deprecate her wrath, or extenuate the 


_ guilt of his own conduct. The nature of his 


diſappointment, and the keen remorſe that ſeized 
him, when he reflected upon the diſhonourable 
footing on which his character ſtood with Emilia, 
raiſed ſuch perturbation in his mind, that his ſi- 
lence was ſucceeded by a violent fit of diſtraction, 
during which he raved like a bedlamite, and act- 


ed 
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ed a thouſand extravagances, which convinced the 
people of the houſe (a certain bagnio), that he had 
actually loſt his wits. Pipes, with great concern, 
adopted the ſame opinion; and, being aſſiſted by 
the waiters, hindered him, by main force, from 
running out and purſuing the fair fugitive, whom,, 
in his delirium, he alternately curſed and com- 
mended, with horrid imprecations, and laviſh 
applauſe. His faithful valet, having waited two 
whole hours, in hope of ſeeing this guſt of paſſion 
overblown, and perceiving that the paroxyſm ſeem- 
ed rather to increaſe, very prudently ſent for a 
phyſician of his maſter's acquaintance, who hav- 


ing conſidered the circumſtances and ſymptoms of 

the diſorder, directed that he ſhould be plentifully 
blooded, without loſs of time, and preſcribed a 
draught to compoſe the tumult of his ſpirits... 


Theſe orders being punctually performed, he 

rew more calm and tractable, recovered his re- 
Reftion ſo far as to be aſhamed of the-ecſtacy he: 
had undergone, ſuffered himfelf quietly to be un- 
dreſſed and put to bed, where the fatigue occa- 
ſioned by his exerciſe at the maſquerade, co-ope- 
rated with the preſent diſſipation of his ſpirits to 
Jull him into a profound ſleep, which greatly tend- 
ed to the preſervation of his intellects. Not that 
he found himſelf in a ſtate of perfect tranquillity,, 
when he waked about noon. The remembrance 
of what had paſſed, overwhelmed him with morti- 
fication. Emilia's inveCtives ſtill ſounded in his 
cars; and, while he deeply reſented her diſdain, 
he could not help admiring her ſpirit, and in his 
heart did homage to her charms. 
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CHAP. LXXVIL 


He endeavours to reconcile himſelf to his miſtreſs, and 


expoſtulates with the uncle, who forbids him the 
(1 . MP, 


F this ſtate of diviſion, he went home to his 

own lodgings in a chair; and while he deli- 
berated with himſelf, whether he ſhould relinquiſh 
the purſuit, and endeavour to baniſh her idea from 
his breaſt, or go immediately and humble himſelf 
before his exaſperated miſtreſs, and offer his hand 
as an atonement for his crime, his ſervant put in 
his hand a packet, which had been delivered by 
a ticket-porter, at the door. He no ſooner per- 
ceived that the ſuperſcription was in Emilia's 
hand-writing, than he gueſſed the nature of the 
F. contents; and, opening the ſeal with diſordered 
F | - eagerneſs, found the jewels he had given to her, 
1 incloſed in a billet couched in theſe words: 


„THAT I may have no cauſe to reproach 
myſelf with having retained the leaſt memorial 
of a wretch whom I equally deſpiſe and abhor, I 
take this opportunity of Teſtoring theſe ineffectual 
inſtruments of his infamous deſign upon the ho- 


nour of EMILIA.” 


| His chagrin was ſo much galled and inflamed 
| at the bitte:neſs of this contemptuous meſlage, 
that he gnawed his fingers till the blood ran over 
his nails, and even wept with vexation. Some- 
times he.vowed revenge againſt her haughty vir- 
tue, and reviled himſelf for his precipitate decla- 
ration, before his ſcheme was brought to matu- 
WR tity 3 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 3. 


rity ; then he would conſider her behaviour with 
reverence and regard, and bow before the irrefiſtible 
power of her attractions. In ſhort, his breaſt was 
torn by conflicting paſſions : love, ſhame, and re- 
morſe, contended with vanity, ambition, and re- 
venge; and the ſuperiority was ſtill doubtful, 
when headſtrong defire interpoſed, and decided in 
favour of an attempt towards a reconciliation witi 
the offended fair. a 

Impelled by this motive, he ſet out in the after- 
noon for the houſe of her uncle, not without 
hopes of that tender enjoyment, which never fails 
to attend an accommodation betwixt two lovers 
of taſte and ſenſibility. 'Thovgh the conſciouſ- 
neſs of his treſpais incumbered him with an air 
of awkward confuſion, he was too confident of 
his own qualifications and addreſs, to deſpair of 
forgiveneſs : and by that time he arrived at the 
citizen's gate, he had conned a very artful and 
Pathetic harangue, which he propoſed to utter in 
| his own behalf, laying the blame of his conduct 
on the impetucſity of his paſſion, incenſed by the 
Burgundy, which he had too liberally drank : but 
he did not meet with an opportunity to avail 
bimſelf of this preparation. Emilia, ſuſpeQting 
that he would take ſome ſtep of this kind to re- 
trieve her favour, had gone abroad on pretence of 
viſiting, after having ſignified to her kinſman her 
reſolution to avoid the company of Peregrine, on 
account of ſome ambiguities which {ſhe ſaid) 
were laſt night remarkable in his demeanour, at 
the maſquerade. She choſe to infinuate her ſuf 
picions in theſe hints, rather than give an explicit 
detail of the young man's diſhonourable contri- 
Lance, which might have kindled the reſentment 
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of the family to ſome dangerous pitch of animoſity 


and revenge. 


Our adventurer, finding himſelf baffled in his 
expectation of ſeeing her, enquired for the old 
gentleman, with whom he thought he had influ- 
ence enough to make his apology good, in caſe he 


ſhould find him prepoſſeſſed by the young lady's 


information. But here too he was diſappointed z 
the uncle had gone to dine in the country, and 


bis wife was indiſpoſed 3. ſo that he had no pre- 


text for ſtaying in the houſe till the return of his 
charmer. Being, however, fruitful of expedients, 
he diſmiſſed his chariot, and took poſſeſſion of a 


room in a tavern, the windows of which fronted 


the merchant's gate; and there he propoſed to 


watch until he ſhould ſee her approach. This 


ſcheme he put in practice with indefatigable pa- 


tience, though it was not attended with the ex- 


pected ſucceſs. | 

Emilia, whoſe caution was equally vigilant and 
commendable, foreſeeing that ſhe might be ex- 
poſed to the fertility of bis invention, came home 
by a private paſſage, and entered by a poſtern, 
which was altogether unknown to her admirer z. 
and her uncle did not arrive, until it was fo late 
that he could not with any decency demand a- 


conference. 
Next morning, he did not fail to preſent him- 


ſelf at the door, and his miſtreſs being denied by 


her own expreſs direction, inſiſted upon ſeeing 
the maſter of the houſe, who received him with. 
ſuch coldneſs of civility, as plainly gave him to 
underſtand, that be was acquainted with the diſ- 
pleaſure of his niece, He therefore, with an air: 
of candour, told the citizen, he could eaſily per- 
ceive, by his behaviour, that he was the — 
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of Miſs Emily, of whom he was come to aſk par- 
don for the offence he had given; and did not 
doubt, if he could be admitted to her preſence, 
that he ſhould be able to convince her, that he 
had not erred intentionally ; or at leaſt propoſe ſuch 
reparation, as would effectually atone for his fault. 
To this remonſtrance the merchant, without 
any ceremony or circumlocution, anſwered, that 
though he was ignorant of the nature of his of- 
fence, he was very certain, that it muſt have been 
ſomething very flagrant, that could irritate his 
niece to ſuch a degree, againſt a perſon for whom 
ſhe had formerly a moſt particular regard. He 
owned, ſhe had declared her intention to renounce 
his acquaintance for ever, and, doubtleſs, ſhe had 
good reaſon for ſo doing; neither would he un- 
dertake to promote an accommodation, unleſs he 
would give him full power to treat on the ſcore 
of matrimony, which he ſuppoſed would be the 
only means of evincing his own ſincerity, and ob- 
taining Emilia's forgivenels. 
Peregrine's pride was kindled by this blunt de- 
claration, which he could not help conſidering as 
the reſult of a ſcheme concerted betwixt the 
young lady and her uncle, in order to take the 
advantage of his heat. He therefore replied, with 
manifeſt figns of diſguſt, that he did not appre- 
hend there was any occaſion for a mediator to re- 
concile the difference betwixt Emilia and him; 
and that all he defired was an opportunity of 
pleading in his own behalf. ; | 
Ihe citizen frankly told him, that as his niece 
had expreſſed an earneſt deſire of avoiding his 
company, he would not put the leaſt conſtraint 
upon her inclination 3 and in the mean time gave 
him to know, that he was particularly engaged. 
ur 
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Our hero, glowing with indignation at this ſu- 
rcilious treatment, I was in the wrong, (ſaid 
he) to look for good manners ſo far on this ſide 
Temple-bar : but you muſt give me leave to tell 
you, Sir, that unleſs I am favoured with an inter- 
view with Miſs Gauntlet, I ſhall conclude that 
you have actually laid a conſtraint upon her incli- 
nation, for ſome finiſter purpoſes of your own,” 
& Sir, (replied the old gentleman) you are wel- 
come to make what concluſions ſhall ſeem good 
unto your own imagination; but, pray be ſo good 
as to allow me the privilege of being maſter in my 
own houſe.” So ſaying, he very complaiſantly 
ſhewed him to the door; and our lover being diffi- 
dent of his own temper, as well as afraid of be- 
ing uſed with greater indignity, in a place where 
his perſonal proweſs would only ſerve to heighten 
his diſgrace, quitted the houſe in a tranſport of 
tage, which he could not .w holly ſuppreſs, telling 
the landlord, that if his age did not protect him, 
he would have chaſtiſed him for his inſolent be- 
baviour. _ A; 


* 


CHAP. LXXVIL 


He projects a violent ſcheme, in conſequence of which 
he is involved in a moſt fatiguing adventure, which 
greatly tends towards the augmentation of his cha- 
grin. WE. 


THUS debarred of perſonal communication 
- with his miſtreſs, he effayed to retrieve her 
good graces by the moſt ſubmiſſive and pathetic 
letters, which he conveyed by divers — to 
er 
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her peruſal ; but reaping no manner of benefit 
from theſe endeavours, his paſſion acquired a des 

ee of impatience, little inferior to downright 
33 and he detetmined to run every riſk of 
life, fortune, and reputation, rather than deſiſt 
from his unjuſtifiable purſuit. Indeed his reſent- 
ment was now as deeply concerned as his love, 
and each of theſe paſſions equally turbulent and 
loud in demanding gratification, He kept centi- 
nels continually in pay, to give him notice of her 
outgoings, in expectation of finding ſome oppor- 
tunity to carry her off: but her circumſpection 
entirely fruſtrated this deſign; for ſhe ſuſpected 
every thing of that fort from a diſpoſition like his, 
and regulated her motions accordingly. 

Baffled by her prudence aud penetration, he al- 
tered his plan. On pretence of being called to 
his country-houſe by ſome affair of importance, 


he departed from London, and taking lodgings at 


a farmer's houſe, that ſtood near the road through 


which ſhe muſt have neceſſarily paſſed in her re- 


turn to her mother, concealed himſelf from all 
Intercourſe,” except with his valet de chambre and 
Pipes, who had orders to ſcour the country, and 
reconnoitre every horſe, coach, or carriage, that 
ſhould appear on that high-way, with a view of 
intercepting his Amanda in her paſſage. 

He had waited in this ambuſcade a whole week, 
when his valet gave him notice, that he and his 
fellow-ſcout had diſcovered a chaiſe and fix, driv- 
ing at full ſpeed towards them; upon which, they 
had flapped their hats over their eyes, ſo as that they 
might not be known, in caſe they ſhould be ſeen, 


and concealed themſelves behind a hedge, from 
2X whence they could perceive in the carriage, as it 
paſſed, a young man plainly dreſſed, with a lady 


in 


— 
— — 
— « 


== 
n 


dr 


— 


Om 


gy 


X 2 
— 2 1— 3 
. Cr rs moe. ——— — 


36 THE ADVENTURES or 


in a maſk, of the exact ſize, ſhape and air of Emi- 
lia; and that Pipes followed them at a diſtance, 
while he rode back to communicate this piece of 
intelligence. 

Peregrine would ſcarce allow him time to con- 
clude his information; he ran down to the ſtable, 
where his horſe was kept ready ſaddled for the 
purpoſe, and, never doubting that the lady in queſ- 
tion was bis miſtreſs, attended by one of her un- 
cle's clerks, mounted immediately, and rode full 
gallop after the chaiſe, which (when he had pro- 
ceeded about two miles) he underſtood from Pipes, 
had put up at a neighbouring inn. Though his 
inclination prompted him to enter her apartment 
without farther delay, he ſuffered himſelf to be 
diſſuaded from taking ſuch a precipitate ſtep by 
his privy-counſellor, who obſerved, that it would 
be impracticable to execute his purpoſe of convey- 


ing her againſt her will from a public inn, that 


ſood in the midſt of a populous village, which 
would infallibly riſe in her defence. He adviſed 
him, therefore, to lay in wait for the chaiſe in ſome 
remote and private part of the road, where they 
might accompliſh their aim without difficulty or 
danger. In conſequence of this admonition, our 
adventurer ordered Pipes to reconnoitre the inn, 
that ſhe might not eſcape another way, while he 
and the valet, in order to avoid being ſeen, took 
a Circuit by an unfrequented path, and placed 


themſelves in ambuſh, on a ſpot which they choſe 


for the ſcene of their achievement. Here they 
tarried a full hour, without ſeeing the carriage, or 
hearing from their centinel : ſo that the youth, un- 


able to exert his patience one moment longer, left 


the foreigner in his ſtation, and rode back to his 
faithful lacquey, who aſſured him, that the travel- 
| | lers 
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8 


ſers had not yet hove up their anchor, or procecd- 
ed on their voyage. 
Notwithſtanding this intimation, Pickle began 
to entertain ſuch alarming ſuſpicions, that he could 
not refrain from advancing to the gate, and in- 
quire for the company which bad lately arrived in 
a Chaiſe and ſix. The inn-keeper, who was not at: 
all pleaſed with the behaviour of thoſe paſſengers, 
did not think proper to obſerve the inſtructions he 
had received; on the contrary, he plainly told him, 
that the chaiſe did not halt, but only entered 
at one door, and went out at the other, with a 
view to deceive thofe who purſued it, as he gueſ- 


| ſed from the words of the gentleman, who had 


earneſtly deſired that his route might be conceal- 
ed from any perſon who ſhould inquire avout their 


motions. As for my own peart, meaſter, (con- 


tinued this charitable publican), I believes as how 
they are no better than they ſhould be, elſe they 
wouldn't be in ſuch a deadly fear of being oyer- 
taken. Methinks, (ſaid I), when I ſaw them in 
ſuch a woundy pother to be gone, oddſheartikius! 
this muſt be ſome London 'prentice running away 
with his meaſter's daughter, as ſure as I'm a living 
ſoul. But, be he who will, ſartin it is, a has no- 


thing of the gentleman about en; for, thof a ax- 


ed ſuch a favour, a never once put hand in pock- 
et, or ſaid, * Dog, will you drink?“ Howſom- 
ever, that don't argufy, in reverence of his bein 

in a hurry; and a man may be ſometimes a little 
too judgmatical in his conjeCtures.” In all pro- 
bability, this loquacious landlord would have 


| ſerved the traveller effeCtually, had Peregrine 


heard him to an end; but this impetuous youth, 
far from liſtening to the ſequel of his obſerva- 
ions, interrupted him in the beginning of his ca- 
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reer, by aſking eagerly, which road they follow - 
ed; and having received the innkeeper's direc- 
tions, clapped ſpurs to his horſe, commanding 
Pipes to make the valet acquainted with his courſe, 
that they might attend him with all imaginable 
diſpatch. 

By the publican's account of their conduct, 
his former opinion was fully confirmed; he plied 
his ſteed to the height of his mettle, and ſo much 
was his imagination engroſſed by the proſpect of 
having Emilia in his power, that he did not per- 
ceive the road on which he travelled was quite 
different from that which led to the habitation of 
Mrs Gauntlet. The valet de chambre was an ut- 
ter ſtranger to that part of the country; and as 
for Mr Pipes, ſuch conſiderations were altogether 
foreign to the ceconomy of his reflection. 

Ten long miles had our hero rode, when his 
eyes were bleſſed with the fight of the chaiſe a- 
ſcending an hill, at the diſtance of a good league; 
upon which he doubled his diligence in ſuch a 
manner, that he gained upon the carriage every 
minute, and at length approached ſo near to it, 
that he could diſcern the lady and her conductor, 
with their heads thruſt out at the windows, look- 
ing back, and ſpeaking to the driver alternately, 
as if they earneſtly beſought him to augment the 
ipeed of his cattle. 

Being thus, as it were, in fight of port, while 
he croſſed the road, his horte happened to plunge 
into a cart-rut with ſuch violence, that he was 


thrown ſeveral yards over his head; and the beaſt's 


Moulder being flipt by the fall, he found himſelf 
diſabled from plucking the fruit which was al- 
molt within his reach; for he had left his ſervants 
at a conſiderable diſtance behind him; and al- 
N though 
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though they had been at his back, and ſupplied 
him with another horſe, they were ſo indifferent- 
ly mounted, that he could not reaſonably expect 
to overtake the flyers, who profited ſo much by 
this diſaſter, that the chaiſe vaniſhed in a moment. 

It may be eaſily conceived how a young man of 
his diſpoſition paſſed his time in this tantalizing 
ſituation. He ejaculated with great fervency, but 
his prayers were not the effects of reſignation. 
He ran back on foot with incredible ſpeed, in or- 


der to meet his valet, whom he unhorſcd in a 


twinkling ; and, taking his ſeat, began to exerciſe 
his whip and ſpurs, after having ordered the Swils 
to follow him on the other gelding, and commit- 
ted the lame: bunter to the care of Pipes. 

Matters being adjuſted in this manner, our ad- 
venturer proſecuted the race with all his might; 
and having made ſome progreſs, was informed 
by a country man, that the chaiſe had ſtruck off 


into another road, and, according to his judg- 


ment, was by that time about three miles a-head 
though, in all probability, the horſes would not 
be able to hold out much longer, becauſe they 
ſeemed to be quite ſpent when they paſſed his 
door. Encouraged by this intimation, Peregrine 
puſhed on with great alacrity; though he could 
not regain ſight of the deſired object, till the 
clouds of night began to deepen; and even then, 
he enjoyed nothing more than a tranſient glimpſe; 
tor the carriage was no ſooner ſeen, than fhroud- 
ed again from his view. Theſe vexatious cir- 
cumſtances animated his endeavours, while they 
irritated his chagrin: in ſhort, he continued his 
purſuit till the night was far advanced, and him- 
telf ſo uncertain about the object of his care, that 
he entered a folitary inn, with a view of obtain- 

E 2 ing 
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| TW ing ſome intelligence, when, to his infinite joy, 
' HY he perceived the chaiſe ſtanding by itſelf, and the 
y © 1 horſes panting in the yard. In full confidence of 


his having arrived, at laſt, at the goal of all his 
wiſhes, he alighted inſtantaneouſly, and, running 
up to the coachman, with a piſtol in his hand, 
281 commanded him, in an imperious tone, to con— 
| duct him to the lady's chamber, on pain of death, 
Wh The drives, affrigbted at this menacing addreſs, 
K | proteſted, with great humility, that he did not 
6 know whither his fare had retired ; for that he 
himſelf was paid and diſmiſſed from this ſervice, 
becauſe he would not undertake to drive them all 
night acroſs the country, without ſtopping to re- 
freth his horſes; but he promiſed to go in queſt 
of the waiter, who would ſhew him to their apart- 
ment. He was accordingly detached on that er- 
rand, while our hero ſtood centinel at the pate, 
till the arrival of his valet de chambre, who, join- 
ing him by accident before the coachman return- 
ed, relieved him in his watch; and then the young 
gentleman, exaſperated at his meſſenger's delay, 
ruſhed with fury 1n his eyes from room to room, 
denouncing vengeance upon the whole family; but 
he did not meet with one living foul, until he eu- 
tered the garret, where he found the landlord and 
his wife in bed. This chicken-hearted couple, by 
the light of a ruſh-candle that burned on the 
hearth, ſeeing a ſtranger burſt into the chamber 
in ſuch a terrible attitude, were ſeized with con- 
ſternation; and exalting their voices in a molt la- 
mentable ſtrain, begged, for the paſſion of Chriſt, 
that he would ſpare their lives, and take all they 
had. 

Peregrine, gueſſing from this exclamation, and 
the circumſtance of their being abed, that they 
miſtook 
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miſtook him for a robber, and were ignorant of 
that which he wanted to know, diſpelled their ter- 
rar, by making them acquainted with the cauſe of 
his viſit, and deſired the huſband to get up with 
all poſhble deſpatch, in order to aſſiſt and attend 
him in his ſearch. 

Thus reinforced, he rummaged every corner of 
the inn; and at Jaſt finding the oſtler in the ſtable, 


was by him informed, (to his unipeakable mort: - 
cation), that the gentleman and lady who arrived 


in the chaiſe, had immediately hired poſt-horſes 


for a certain village, at the diſtance of fifteen. 
miles, and departed, without halting for the leaſt 
Teſreſhment. Our adventurer, mad with his diſ- 


appointment, mounted his horſe in an inſtant, 
and, with his attendant, tcok the tame road, with 
full determination to die, rather than deſiſt from 
the proſecution of bis deſign. He had, by this 
time, rode upwards of thirty miles ſince three 
o'clock in the afternoon; ſo that the horſes were 
almoſt quite jaded, and travelled this ſtage fo 
ſlowly, that it was morning before they reached 
the place of their deſtination z where, far from 
finding the fugitives, he underſtood that no ſuch 
perſons as he deſcribed had pafled that way, and 
that, in all likclibood, they had taken a quite con- 
trary direction, while, in order to miſlead him in 
his purſuit, they had amuſed the oftler with a 
falſe route. This conjeture was ſtrengthened, 
by his perceiving (now for the firſt time) that he 
bad deviated a conftiderable way from the road. 
through which they muſt have journeyed, in or- 
der to arrive at the place of her mother's reii- 
tencez and theſe {uggeſtions utterly deprived him 
of the ſmall remains of recollection which he had 
Eitherto retained, His. eyes rolled about, witneſs 
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fing rage and diſtraction : he foamed at the mouth, 
ſtamped upon the ground with great violence, ut- 


tered incoherent imprecations againſt himſelf and 


all mankind, and would have ſallied forth again, 
he knew not whither, upon the ſame horſe, which 
he had already almoſt killed with fatigue, had not 
bis confident found means to quiet the tumult of 
his thoughts, and recal his reflection, by repre- 
ſenting the condition of the poor animals, and ad- 
viſing him to hire freſh horſes, and ride poſt acroſs 
the country, to the village in the neighbourhood 
of Mrs Gauntlet's habitation, where they ſhould 
infallibly intercept the daughter, provided they 
could get the ſtart of her upon the road. 
Peregrine not only reliſhed, but forthwith acted 
in conformity with this good counſel. His own 
horſes were committed to the charge of the land- 
lord, with direCtions for Pipes, in caſe he ſhould 
come in queſt of his maſter ; and a couple of ſtout 
geldings being prepared, he and his valet took the 
road again, ſteering their courſe according to the 
motions of the poſt-boy, who undertook to be their 
guide. They had almoſt finiſhed the firſt ſtage, 
when they deſcried a poſt-chaife juſt halting at the 
inn where they propoſed to change horſes; upon 
which our adventurer, glowing with a moſt inter- 
eſting preſage, put his beaſt to the full ſpeed, and 
approached near enough to diſtinguiſh, (as the 


"travellers quitted the carriage), that he had at 


laſt come up with the very individual perſons 
whom he had purſued fo long. ; 

Fluſhed with this diſcovery, he galloped into 
the yard ſo ſuddenly, that the lady and her con- 
ductor ſcarce had time to ſhut themſelves up in 


. chamber, to which they retreated with great 


21ecipitation z ſo that the ꝑurſuer was now certain 
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of having houſed his prey. That he might, how- 
ever, leave nothing to fortune, he placed himſelf 
upon the ſtair by which they had aſcended to the 
apartment, and ſent up his compliments to the 
young lady, defiring the favour of being admitted 
to her preſence, otherwiſe he ſhould be obliged to 
wave all ceremony, and take that liberty which 


7 ſhe would not give. The ſervant having convey- 


ed his meſſage through the key-bole, returned 
with an anſwer, importing, that ſhe would ad- 
here to the reſolution ſhe had taken, and periſh 
rather than comply with his will. Our adventur- 
er, without ſtaying to make any rejoinder to this 
reply, ran up ſtairs, and, thundering at the door 
for entrance, was given to underſtand by- the 
nymph's attendant, that a blunderbuſs was ready 
primed for his reception, and that he would do 
well to ſpare him the neceſſity of ſhedding blood, 
in defence of a perſon who had put herſelf under 
his protection. All the laws of the land (ſaid 
he) cannot now untie the knots by which we are 
bound together; and therefore I will guard her as 
my own property; fo that you had better deſiſt 
from your fruitleſs attempt, and thereby conſult 
your own ſafety ; for, by the God that made me! 
I will diſcharge my piece upon you, as ſoon as 
you ſet your noſe within the door; and your blood 
be upon your own head.” Theſe menaces from a 
citizen's clerk, would have been ſufficient motives 
for Pickle to ſtorm the breach, although they had 
not been reinforced by that declaration, which 
Informed him of Emilia's having beſtowed herſelf 
in marriage upon ſuch a contemptible rival. This 
ſole conſideration added wings to his impetuoſity; 
and he applied his foot to the door with ſuch irre- 
fſtible force, as burſted it open in an inſtant, en- 

tering: 
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tering at the ſame time with a piſtol ready cock'd 
in his hand. His antagoniſt, inſtead of firing bis 
blunderbuſs when he ſaw him approach, ſtarted 
back with evident figns of ſurprize and conſterna- 
tion, exclaiming, * Lord Jeſus! Sir, you are not 
the man! and, without doubt, are under ſome 
miſtake with regard to us.” 

Before Peregrine had time to anſwer this ſalu- 
tation, the lady hearing it, advanced to him, and, 
pulling off a maſk, diſcovered a face which he had 
never ſeen before. The Gorgon's head, accordiyg 
to the fables of antiquity, never had a more in- 
ſtantaneous or petrifying effect, than that which 
this countenance produced upon the aſtoniſhed 
youth. His eyes were fixed upon this unknown 
object, as if they had been attracted by the power 


of enchantment, his feet ſeemed rivetted to the 
ground; and, after having ſtood motionleſs for 


the ſpace of a few minutes, he dropped down in 
an apoplexy of diſappointment and deſpair. The 
Swiſs, who had followed him, ſeeing his maſter 
in this condition, lifted him up, and, laying him 
upon a bed in the next room, let him blood im- 
mediately without heſitation, being always pro- 
vided with a caſe of lancets, againſt all accidents 
on the road. To this foreſight our hero, in all 
probability, was indebted for his life. By virtue 
of a very copious evacuation, he recovered the uſe 
of his ſenſes; but the complication of fatigues 
and violent tranſports which he had undergone, 
brewed up a dangerous fever in his blood; and 
a phyſician being called from the next market- 
town, ſeveral days elapſed before he would an- 
{wer for his life. 
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CH AP. LXXIX. 


Peregrine /ends a meſſage to Mrs Gauntlet, ho 
rejects his propoſal, He repairs to the garriſon. 


A* length, however, his conſtitution overcame 
his diſeaſe, though not before it had in a 

great meaſure tamed the fury of his diſpoſition, 
and brought him to a ſerious conſideration of his 
conduct. In this humiliation of his ſpirits, he re- 
flefted with ſhame and remorſe upon his treach- 
ery to thee fair, the innocent Emilia: he remem- 
bered his former ſentiments in her favour, as well 
as the injunction of his dying uncle: he recol- 
jected his intimacy with her brother, againſt which 
he had ſo baſely ſinned; and revolving all the cir- 
cumſtances of her conduct, found it fo commend- 
able, ſpirited, and noble, that he deemed her an 
object of ſufficient dignity to merit his honourable 
addreſſes, even though his duty had not been con- 
cerned in the deciſion; but, obligated as he was 
to make reparation to a worthy family which be 
had ſo groſsly injured, he thought he could not 
manifeſt his reformation too ſoon; and whenever 
he found himſelf able to hold the pen, wrote a 
letter to Mrs Gauntlet, wherein he acknowledged, 
with many expreſſions of forrow and contrition, 
that he had acted a part altogether unbecoming a 
man of honour, and ſhould never enjoy the leaſt 
tranquillity of mind, until he ſhould have merited 
her forgiveneſs. He proteſted, that although his 
happineſs entirely depended upon the determina- 
tion of Emilia, he would even renounce all hope 
of being bleſſed with her favour, if ſhe could 
point out any other method of making reparation 
to 
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to that amiable young lady, but by laying his 
heart and fortune at her feet, and ſubmitting him. 
ſelf to her pleaſure during the remaining part of 
his life. He conjured her, therefore, in the moi} 
pathetic manner, to pardon him, in conſideration 
of his ſincere repentance, and to uſe her maternal 
influence with her daughter, ſo as that he might 
be permitted to wait upon her with a wedding- 
ring, as ſoon as his health would allow him to un- 
dertake the journey. 

This explanation being diſpatched by Pipes, who 
had, by this time, found his maſter, the young 
gentleman inquired about the couple whom he 
tad fo unfortunately purſued, and underitood i;om 
his valet de chambre, who learned the ſtory from 
their own mouths, that the lady was the only 
daughter of a rich Jew, and her attendant no 
other than his apprentice, who had converted her 
to Chriſtianity, and married her at the ſame time; 
that this fectet having taken air, the old Ifraelite 
had contrived a ſcheme to ſeparate them for ever; 
and they being appriſed of his intention, had found 
means to elope from his houſe, with a view of ſhel- 
tering themſelves in France, until the affair could 
be made up: that ſeeing three men ride after them 
with ſuch eagerneſs and ſpeed, they never doubted 
that the purſuers were her father, and ſome friends 
or domeſtics, and, on that ſuppoſition, had fled 
with the utmoſt diſpatch and trepidation, until 
they had found themſelves happily undeceived, at 
that very inſtant when they expected nothing but 
miſchief and misfortune : laſtly, the Swiſs gave 
him to underſtand, that after having profeſſed ſome 
concern for his deplorable fituation, and enjoyed a 
ſlight refreſhment, they had taken their departure 
for Dover, and, in all likelihood, were ſafely ar- 
rived at Paris. : 

ng 
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In four and twenty hours after Pipes was charg- 


ed with his commiſſion, he brought back an an- 
ſwer from the mother of Emilia, couched in theſe 
words: | 


6,8 IR, 


I RECEIVED the favour of your's, and am 
glad, for your own ſake, that you have attained a 
due ſenſe and conviction of your unkind and un- 
chriſtian behaviour to poor Emy. I thank God, 
none of my children were ever ſo inſulted before. 
Give me leave to tell you, Sir, my daughter was 
no upſtart, without friends or education, but a 
young lady as well bred, and better born, than 


moſt private gentlewomen in the kingdom: and 


therefore, though you had no eſteem to her per- 
ſon, you ought to have paid ſome regard to her 
family, which (no diſparagement to you, Sir) is 
more honourable than your own. As for your 
propoſal, Miſs Gauntlet will not hear of it, being 
that ſhe thinks her honour will not allow her to 
liſten to any terms of reconciliation ; and ſhe 1s 
not yet ſo deſtitute as to embrace an offer to 
which ſhe has the leaſt objection. In the mean 
time, ſhe is ſo much indiſpoſed, that ſhe cannot 
poſſibly ſee company; ſo I beg you will not take 
the trouble of making a fruitleſs journey to this 
place. Perhaps your future conduct may deſerve 


her forgiveneſs; and really, as I am concerned 
for your happineſs, (which you aſſure me depends 


upon her condeſcenſion), I with with all my heart it 
may; and am (notwithſtanding all that has hap- 
pened) = 
Your ſincere well-wiſher, 


Cecilia GaunTLET.” 


From 
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From this epiſtle, and the information of his 
meſſenger, our hero learned, that his miſtreſs had 
actually profited by his wild-gooſe chace, ſo as to 
make a ſafe retreat to her mother's houſe. Though 
ſorry to hear of her indiſpoſition, he was alſo piqued 
at her implacability, as well as at ſome ſtately pa- 
ragraphs of the letter, in which (he thought) the 
good lady had conſulted her own vanity rather than 
her good ſenſe. Theſe motives of reſentment help- 
ed him to bear his diſappointment like a philoſo- 
pher, eſpecially as he had now quieted his con- 
ſcience, in proffering to redreſs the injury he had 
done; and moreover, found himſelf, with regard to 
his love, in a calm ſtate of hope and reſignation. 

A ſeaſonable fit of illneſs is an excellent medi- 
cine for the turbulence of paſſion. Such a refor- 
mation had the fever produced in the ceconomy of 
his thoughts, that he moralized like an apoſtle, 
and projected ſeveral prudential ſchemes for his 
future conduct. | | 

In the mean time, as ſoon as his health was 
ſufficiently re-eſtabliſhed, he took a trip to the 
garriſon, in order to viſit his friends; and learned 
from Hatchway's own mouth, that he had broke 
the ice of courtſhip to his aunt, and that his ad- 
dreſſes were now fairly afloat; though, when he 
| firſt declared himſelf to the widow, after ſhe had 
been duly prepared for the occaſion by her ;niece 
and the reſt of her friends, ſhe had received his 
propoſal with a becoming reſerve, and piouſly wept 
at the remembrance of her huſband, obſerving, 
that ſhe ſhould never meet with his fellow. 

_ Peregrine promoted the Lieutenant's ſuit with 

all his influence; and all Mrs 'Trunnion's objec- 

tions to the match being ſurmounted, it was de- 

termined that the day of marriage ſhould be 1 
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off for three months, that her reputation might 

not ſuffer by a precipitate engagement. His next 
care was to give orders for ereCting a plain marble 

monument to the memory of his uncle, on which 
the following inſcription, compoſed by the bride- 
groom, actually appeared in golden letters. 


| Here lies, 
Foundered in a fathom and half, 
The ſhell 
Of 
HawsER TRUNNION, Eſq; 
Formerly commander of a ſquadron 
In his Majeſty's ſervice, 
Who broach'd to, at five P. M. Oct. X. 
In the year of his age 
Threeſcore and nineteen. 


He kept his guns always loaded, 
And his tackle ready manned, 
And never ſhewed his poop to the enemy, 
Except when he took her in tow ; 
But, his ſhot being expended, 

His match burnt out, 
And his upper-works decayed, 
He was ſunk 
By Death's ſuperior weight of metal. 
| Nevertheleſs, 
He will be weighed again 
At the Great Day, 
His rigging refitted, 
And his timbers repaired, 
And, with one broad-ſide, 
Make his adverſary 
Strike in his turn. 


You, WL i :; F AP. 
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He returns to London, and meets with Cadwallader, 
who entertains him with many curious particulays, 
Crabtree ſounds the dutcheſs, and undecei ves Pickle, 
20%, by an extraordinary accident, becomes acquaint- 


ed with another lady of quality. 


"PHE young gentleman having performed theſe 

laſt offices, in honour of his deceaſed benefac- 
tor, and preſented Mr Jolter to the long- expected 
living, which at this time happened to be vacant, 
returned to London, and reſumed his former 
gaiety; not that he was able to ſhake Emilia from 
his thoughts, or even to remember her without 
violent emotions; for, as he recovered his vigour, 
his former impatience recurred, and therefore he 
reſolved to plunge himſelf headlong into ſome in- 
trigue, that might engage his paſſions, and amuſe 
his imagination. . 

A man of his accompliſhments could not fail to 
meet with a variety of ſubjects, on which bis gal- 
lantry would have been properly exerciſed; and 
this abundance diſtracted his choice, which at any 
time was apt to be influenced by caprice and 
whim. I have already obſerved, that he had lifted 
his view, through a matrimonial perſpeCtive, as 
high as a lady of the firſt quality and diſtinction; 
and now, that he was refuſed by Miſs Gauntlet, 
and enjoyed a little reſpite from the agonies of 
that flame which her charms had kindled 1n his 
heart, he renewed his aſſiduities to ber Grace. 
Though he durſt not yet riſk an explanation, he en- 
joyed the pleaſure of ſeeing himſelf ſo well re- 
ceived in quality of a particular acquaintance, 5 
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he flattered himſelf with the belief of his having 
made ſome progreſs in her heart; and was con- 
firmed in this conceited notion, by the aſſurances 
of her woman, whom by liberal largeſſes he re- 
tained in his intereſt, becauſe ſhe found means to 
perſuade him, that ſhe was in the confidence of 
her lady. But notwithſtanding this encourage- 
ment, and the ſanguine ſuggeſtions of his own 
vanity, he dreaded the thoughts of expoſing him 
ſelf to her ridicule and reſentment, by a prema- 
ture declaration, and determined to poſtpone his 
addreſſes, until he ſhould be more certified of the 
probability of ſucceeding in his attempt. 
While he remained in this heſitation and ſuſ- 
pence, he was one morning very agreeably ſur- 
priſed with the appearance of his friend Crabtree, 
who, by the permiſſion of Pipes, to whom he was 
well known, entered his chamber before he was 
awake, and, by a violent ſhake of the ſhoulder, 
diſengaged him from the arms of ſteep. The firſt 
compliments 2 mutually paſſed, Cad wallader 
gave him to underſtand, that he had arrived in 
town over- night in the ſtage- coach from Bath, and 
entertained him with ſuch a ludicrous account of 
his fellow-travellers, that Peregrine, for the firſt 
time ſince their parting, indulged himfclf in mirth, 
even to the hazard of ſuffocition. | | 
Crabtree having rehearſed theſe adventures, in 
fuch a peculiarity of manner, as added infinite ri- 
dicule ro every circumſtance, and repeated every 
{ſcandalous report which had circulated at the Bath, 
after Peregrine's departure, was informed by the 
youth, that he harboured a deſign upon the perſon 
of ſuch a dutcheſs, and in all appearance had no 
reaſon to complain of his reception; but that he 
would not venture to declare himſelf, until he 
"= 3 | ſhould 
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ſhould be more aſcertained of her ſentiments; and 
therefore, he begged leave to depend upon the in- 
telligence of his friend — who, he knew, 
was admitted to her parties. 

The miſanthrope, before he would promiſe his 
aſſiſtance, aſked if his proſpe& verged towards 
matrimony? and our adventurer, (who gueſſed the 
meaning of his queſtion) replying in the negative, 

he undertook the office of reconnoitring her incli- 
nation, proteſting at-the ſame time, that he would 
never concern himſelf in any ſcheme, that did not 
tend to the diſgrace and deception of the ſex. On 
theſe conditions, he eſpouſed the intereſt of our 
hero, and a plan was immediately concerted, in 
conſequence of which they met by accident at her 
SGrace's table. Pickle having ſtayed all the fore- 
part of the evening, and fat out all the company, 
except the miſanthrope, and a certain widow lady 
who was ſaid to be in the ſecrets of my lady 
_ dutcheſs, went away on pretence of an indiſpen- 
fible engagement, that Crabtree might have a pro- 
per opportunity of making him the merk of con- 
verſation. 21 

Accordingly, he had rare: quitted the: apart- 
ment, when this cynic, attending him to the 
door, with a look of moroſe diſdain, Were I 
an abſolute prince, (ſaid he), and that fellow one 
of my ſubjects, I would order him to be clothed 
in ſack-cloth, and he ſhould drive my ailes to wa- 
ter, that his lofty ſpirit might be lowered to the 
level of his deſerts. The pride of a peacock is 
downright ſelf-denial, when compared with the 
vanity of that coxcomb, which was naturally ar- 
rogant, but is now rendered altogether intolerable 
by the reputation be acquired at Bath, for kick- 
ing a bully, outwitting a club of raw ſharpers, 
and 
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and divers other pranks, in the execution of 
which he was more lucky than wiſe. But nothing 
has contributed ſo much to the increaſe of his 
inſolence and ſelf-conceit, as the favour he found 
among the ladies. Ay, the ladies, Madam, I 
eare not who knows it: the ladies, who (to their 
honour be it ſpoken) never fail to patronize fop- 
pery and folly, provided they ſolicit their encour- 
agement. And yet this dog was not on the footing, 
of thoſe hermaphroditical animals, who may be 
reckoned' among the number of waiting-women, 
who air your ſhifts, comb your lap-dogs, examine 
your noſes with magnifying glaſſes, in order 
to ſqueeze out the worms, clean your teeth- 
bruſhes, ſweeten your handkerchiefs, and ſoften 


waſte paper for your occaſions. This fellow Pic- 


klew¾as entertained for more important purpoſes ;, 
his turn of duty never came till all thoſe lapwings 
were gone to. rooſt ;; then he ſcaled- windows, leap- 
ed over garden walls, and was let in by Mrs Bet- 
ty in the dark. Nay, the magiſtrates of Bath 
complimented: him with the freedom of the cor- 


poration, merely becauſe, through his means, the 


waters had gained extraordinary credit; for every 
female of a tolerable: appearance, that went thi- 


ther on account of her ſterility, got the better of 
her complaint, during his reſidence at the Bath: 


and now, the fellow thinks no woman can with-- 


| Rand his addreſſes. He had not been here three. 


minutes, when I could perceive with half an eye, 
that he had marked out your Grace for a eonqueſt: 
E mean. in an honourable way; though the raſcal 


has impudence enough to-attemt any thing.“ 80. 


ſaying, he fixed his eyes upon the duteheſs, who 
(while her face glowed with. indignation); turning 
td her confident, expreſſed herſelf in theſe words: 

8 | E3 « Upom 


Upon my life ! I believe there is actually ſome 
truth in what this old ruffian ſays; I have myſelf 
obſerved that young fellow eyeing me with a ver 
particular ſtare.” —*]t is not to be at all wonder- 
ed at, (ſaid her friend), that a youth of his. com- 
plexion ſhould be ſenſible to the charms of, your 
Grace; but I dare ſay, he would not preſume. to 
entertain any but the moſt honourable and re- 
ſpectful ſentiments.” 4 ReſpeQful ſentiments |! 
(cried my lady, with a look of ineffable diſdain), 
if I thought the fellow had affurance enough 
to think of me in any ſhape, I proteſt, I would 
forbid him my houſe. Upon my honour, ſuch 
- inſtances of audacity ſhould induce perſons of 
quality to keep your ſmall gentry at a greater diſ- 
tance; for they are very apt to grow impu— 
dent, upon the leaſt countenance or encourage- 
ment.“ „ 164 0 1 
Cadwallader, ſatisfied with this declaration, 
changed the ſubject of diſcourſe, and next dax 
communicated his diſcovery to his friend Pickle, 
who, upon this occaſion, felt the moſt ſtinging 
ſenſations of mortified pride, and reſolved to quit 
bis proſpect with a good grace. Nor did the exe- 
cution of this ſelf-denying ſcheme coſt him one 
moment's uneaſineſs; for his heart had never been 
intereſted in the purſuit, and his vanity triumphed 
in the thoughts of manifeſting his indifference.. Ac- 
cordingly, the very next time he viſited her Grace; 
his behaviour was remarkably frank, ſprightly, 
and diſengaged; and the ſubject of love being 
artfully. introduced by the widow, who had been 
directed to ſound his inclinations, he rallied; the 
paſſion with great eaſe and ſeverity, and made no 
leruple of declaring himſelf heart - whole. 
bt leert a e e ee, 
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Though the dutcheſs had reſented his ſuppoſed 
affection, ſhe was now offended at his inſenſibili- 
ty, and even ſignified her diſguſt, by obſerving, 
that perhaps his attention to bis own qualifica- 
tions ſcreened him from the impreſſion of all other 
objects. 1 5 N ae 
While he enjoyed this ſarcaſm, the meaning of 
which he could plainly diſcern, the company was 
Joined by a certain virtuoſo, who had gained free 
acceſs to all the great families of the land, by his 
notable talent of goſſiping and buffoonery. He 
was now in the ſeventy-fifth year of his age; bis 
birth was ſo obſcure, that he ſcarce knew his ſa- 
ther's name, his education ſuitable to the dignity 
of his deſcent; his character publicly branded with 
homicide, profligacy, and breach of truſt; yet 
this man, by the happy inheritance of impreg- 
nable effrontery, and a lucky proſtitution of all 
principle in rendering himſelf ſubſervient to the 
appetites of the great, had attained to an inde- 
pendency of fortune, as well as to ſuch a parti- 
cular ſhare of favour among the quality, that al- 
though he was well known to- have pimped for 
three generations of the nobility, there was not a 
lady of faſnion in the kingdom, who ſcrupled to 
admit him to her toilette, or even to be ſquired 
by him, in any public place of entertainment. 
Not but that this ſage was occaſionally: uſeful to 
his fellow- creatures, by theſe connexions with 
people of fortune; for, he often undertook to ſo- 
licit charity in behalf of diſtreſſed objects, with 
a view of embezzling one half of the benefac- 
tions. It was an errand of this kind that now 
brought him to the houſe of her GracdPc. 
After having fat a few minutes, he told the 
company, that he would favour them with a very 


proper. 
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proper opportunity to extend their benevolence, 
for the relief of a poor gentlewoman, who was 


reduced to the moſt abject miſery, by the deatb 


of her huſband, and juſt delivered of a couple of 
fine boys. 'They, moreover, underſtood from his 


information, that this object was daughter of a 
good family, who had renounced her, in conſe- 


' quence of her marrying an enſign without a for- 
tune; and even obſtructed his promotion with: 
all their influence and power; a circumſtance - of 
barbarity, which had made ſuch an impreſhon 
upon his mind, as diſordered his brain, and 
drove him to deſpair, in a fit of which he had 
made away with himſelf, leaving his wife, then 
big with child, to all the horrors of indigence and 
rief. | 15 ; 
0 Various were the criticiſms on this pathetic 
picture, which the old man drew with great ex- 
preflion,, My Lady Datcheſs concluded, that the 
muſt be a creature void of all feeling and reflee- 
tion, who could ſurvive ſuch. aggravated miſery ;: 
therefore, did not deferve to be relieved, except 
in the character of a common beggar; and was 


generous enough to offer a recommendation, by 


which ſhe would be admitted into an infirmary,, 
to which her Grace was a ſubſcriber :-at the ſame 
time, adviſing the ſolicitor to ſend the twins to. 
the Foundling-Hoſpital, where they would be 
_ carefully nurſed and brought up, ſo as to become 

uſeful members of the commonwealth. Another 


lady, with all due deference to the opinion of the 


Dutcheſs, was free enough to blame the genero- 
fity of her Grace, which would only ſerve to en- 
courage children in their-diſobedience to their pa- 
rents, and might be the means, not only of pro- 
longing the diſtreſs of che wretched creature, but 
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alſo of ruining the conſtitution of ſome young 
heir, perhaps the hope of a great family! for, 


ſhe did ſuppoſe that Madam, when her month 


ſhould be up, and her brats diſpoſed of, would 
ſpread her attraCtions to the public, (provided ſhe 
could profit by her perſon), and, in the uſual 
way, make a regular progreſs from St James's to 
Drury-lane. She apprehended, for theſe reaſons, 
that their compaſſion would be moſt effectually 
ſhewn, in leaving her to periſh in her preſent 
neceſſity; and that the old gentleman would be 
unpardonable, ſhould he perſiſt in his endeavours 
to relieve her. A third member of this tender- 
hearted ſociety, after having aſked if the young 
woman was handſome ? and been anſwered in the 
negative, allowed that there was a great deal of 
reaſon in what had been ſaid by the honourable per- 
ſon who had ſpoke laſt ; nevertheleſs, ſhe humbly 
conceived her ſentence would admit of ſome mi- 
tigation. Let the bantlings (ſaid ſhe) be ſent 
to the hoſpital, according to the advice of her 
Grace, and a ſmall collection be made for the 
preſent ſupport of the mother; and when her 
health is recovered, I wili take her into my fami- 
ly, in quality of an upper ſervant, or medium 
between me and my woman; for, upon my life 
I can't endure to chide, or give directions to a 
creature, who 1s, in point of birth and education, 
but one degree above the vulgar.” 

This propoſal met with univerſal approbation. 
T he Dutcheſs (to her immortal honour) began 
the contribution with a crown : ſo that the reſt 


of the company were obliged to reſtrict their libe- 
rality to half the ſum, that her Grace. might not 


be affronted ; and the propoſer demanding the 


r woman's name and place of abode, the old 


mediator 


w- 


and ſoftened into the moſt enchanting tenderneſs 
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mediator could not help giving her ladyſhip a ver- 
bal direQtion, though he was extremely mortified 
(on more accounts than one) to find ſuch an iſſue 


to his ſolicitation. | 

Peregrine, who, though humorous as Winter, 
had a tear for pity, and a hand open as day for melt» 
ing charity, was ſhocked at the nature and reſult 
of this ungenerous conſultation. He contributed 


his half- crown, however; and, retiring from the 


company, betook himſelf to the lodgings of the 
forlorn lady in the ſtraw, according to the direc- 
tion he had heard. Upon inquiry, he underſtood, 
that ſhe was then viſited by ſome charitable gen- 
tlewoman, who had ſent for a nurſe, and waited 
the return of the meſſenger; and he ſent up his 
reſpects defiring he might be permitted to ſee her, 
on pretence of having been intimate with her late 
huſband. _ . ; 

Though the poor woman had never heard of 


his name, ſhe did not think proper to deny h 


requeſt; and he was conducted to a paltry cham- 
ber in the third ftory, where he found this un- 


happy widow fitting upon a truckle-bed, an 


ſuckling one of her infants, with the moſt pite! 
ous expreſhon of anguiſh in her features, which 
were naturally regular and ſweet, while the other 
was fondled on the knee of a perſon, whoſe at- 

tention was ſo much engroſſed by her little charge, 
that for the preſent ſhe could mind nothing elſe: 
and it was not till after the firſt compliments paſ- 
ſed betwixt the hapleſs mother and-our adventurer, 


that he perceived the ſtranger's countenance, 


which inſpired him with the higheſt eſteem and 
admiration. He beheld all the graces of elegance 
and beauty, breathing ſentiment and beneficence, 


of 
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of weeping ſympathy. When he declared the 
cauſe of his viſit, which was no other than the 
defire of befriending the diſtreſſed lady, to whom 
he preſented a bank-note for twenty pounds, he 
was favoured with ſuch a look of complacency by 
this amiable phantom, who might have been juſt- 
ly taken for an angel miniſtering to the neceſ- 
fities of mortals, that his whole ſoul was tranſ- 
ported with love and veneration. Nor was this 
prepoſſeſſion diminiſhed by the information of the 
widow, who, after having manifeſted her grati- 
tude in a flood of tears, told him, that the un- 
known object of his eſteem was a perſon of ho- 
nour, who having heard by accident of her de- 


plorable ſituation, had immediately obeyed the 
dictates of her humanity, and come in perſon to 


relieve her diſtreſs; that ſhe had not only. gener- 


ouſly ſupplied her with money for preſent ſuſten- 
ance, but alſo undertaken to provide a nurſe for 


her babes, and even promiſed to favour her with 


proteCtion, ſhould ſhe ſurvive her preſent melan- 


choly ſituation. To theſe articles of intelligence, 


ſhe added, that the name of her benefachreſs was 


the celebrated Lady —, to whoſe character the 


ga was no ſtranger, though he had never ſeen 
e 


r perſon before. 'The killing edge of her charms 


was a little blunted by the accidents of time and 


fortune; but no man of taſte and imagination, 
whoſe nerves were not quite chilled with the froſt 
of age, could, even at that time, look upon her 


with impunity. And .as Peregrine ſaw her at- 
trations heightened by the tender office in which 
ſhe was engaged, he was ſmitten with her beau- 


ty, and ſo raviſhed with her compaſſion, that 
he could not ſuppreſs his emotions, but epplaud- 
| l | ed 


— 
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22 benevolence with all the warmth of enthu- 

Her ladyſhip received his compliments with 
great politeneſs and affability. And the occaſion 
on which they met being equally intereſting to 
both, an acquaintance commenced between them, 
and they concerted meaſures for the benefit of the 
widow and her two children, one of whom our 


hero beſpoke for his own godſon ; for Pickle was 


not- ſo obſcure in the beau monde, but that his 
fame had reached the ears of this lady, who, there- 
fore, did not diſcourage his advances towards her 
friendſhip and eſteem. 7 
All the particulars relating to their charge be- 
ing adjuſted, he attended her Ladyſhip to her own 
| houſe; and, by her converſation, had the plea- 
ſure of finding her underſtanding ſuitable to her 
other accompliſhments. Nor had ſhe any reaſon 
to think, that our. hero's qualifications had been 
exaggerated by common report. PLE. 

One of their adopted children died before it 
was baptized ; ſo that their care concentred in 
the other, for whom they ſtood ſponſors. Under- 
ſtanding that the old agent was become trouble- 
ſome in his viſits to the mother, to whom he now 
began 'to adminiſter ſuch counſel. as ſhocked the 
delicacy of her virtue, they removed her into an- 
other lodging, where ſhe would not be expoſed 
to his machinations. In leſs than a month, our 
hero learned from a nobleman of his acquaint- 
ance, that the hoary pander had actually engaged 
to procure for him, this poor afflicted gentlewo- 
man; and, being fruſtrated in his intention, ſub- 
ſtituted in her room a nymph from the purlieus of 
Covent-garden, that made his Lordſhip ſmart ſe- 
verely for the favours ſhe beſtowed. 4 
e Meanwhile, 
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. Meanwhile, Peregrine- cultivated his new AC: 
quaintance with all his art and aſſiduity, pre- 
ſuming, from the circumſtances of her; reputation 
and fate, as well as on the ſtrength of his ow - 
merit, that, in time, he ſhould be able to indulge 1 
that paſſion which had Deen to PR NOR _ = 
3 | Ts A os . i 

As her Tales vr eee a vaſt variety 
of fortune and adventure, which be had heard 
indiſtinctly related, with numberleſs errors and 
miſrepreſentations, 'be was mo ſooner: entitled, by 
the familiarity of communication, tö aſk ſuch a 
favour, than he earneſtly entreated her to enter- 
tain him, with the particulars of her ſtory; and, by 
dint of importunity, ſhe was at length prevailed | 
upon (in a ſelect party) to en his eri in 
| theſe words. * 250 544 2 1 \ 

e | 


Wo H A P. LAXXL. | 
£ ? > - 
- The: memoirs of a lady if quality nz 
þ | Sec 9 ett i 
2Y the ces of the ſtory which-I am 
going to relate, you will be convinced of my 
candour, while you are informed of my indiſere- 
tion: you will be enabled, I hope, to perceive, Uo 
that how ſoever my head may Have ,erred, my 223 
heart hath always been uncorrupted, and that 1 : 
have / been unhappy, becaufe 1 Joued, and . Wo- 
nan. n 
I believe 1 need not Aren that I was mathe on- 
ly child of a man of good fortune, who indulg- 
ed me, in my infancy, with all the tenderneſs of 
paternal affection; and when,.I:was fix years old, 4 
lent me to a private ſchool, where I * till ' Bm 
* 3 G my £m 
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my age was doubled, and became ſuch: a favour. 
ite, that Ia (even in thoſe early days) carried 
to alt: the i plates of public diverſion; the Court 
itſelf not excepted; an indulgence that flattered 
my love of pleaſure, to Which I was naturally ad- 
dicted, and encouraged thoſe ideas of vanity and 
—_— which ſpring up ſo early in the human 
mi 34% AN en Mb EIS ir 
Iwas lively and good-natured, my imagination 
apt to run riot, my heart liberal and diſintereſted; - 
though I was ſo were. attached to my own 
opinions, that Icould not well brook contradiction - 


and in the whole of my diſpoſition, reſembled: that 


of Henry V., as deſcribed: by Shakeſpeare. 
In my thirteenth! year 1 went to Bath, where I 


was firſt introduced into the worldas- man, 


having been entitled to that privilege by my per- 


ſon, which was remarkably tall for my years; and 
there my fancy was quite captivated by the variety 


of diverſions in which I was continually engaged: 
not that the parties were altogether new to me, 
but becauſe 1 now found myſelf conſidered as a 
perſon of conſequence, and ſurrounded by a crowd 
of admirers; who courted” my' acquaintance, and 
ſed: my! vanity with pratie' and adulation, In” 
thort,' whether or not I deſerved their encomiums, 
1. leave the world to judge; but my perſon was 
commended, andimy talent in dancing: met with 
univerſal applauſe; No wonder, then, that every 
thing appeared joyous) to a young creature, who 
Was ſo void of experience and diſſimulation, that 


ſhe believed every body's heart as ſincere as her 


own; and every object ſuch as it appeared to be. 
Among the ſwains who ſighed, or pretended to 
ſigh for me, were two that bore: à pretty equal 
mare of my favouf ; (it was too ſuperficial 10 3, wn 
xt » 2 ſet ve 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


63 


-feryve the name of love.) One of theſe was a for- 
ward youth of ſixteen, extremely bandſome, lively, 
and impudent: He attended in quality of page 
upon the Princeſa Amelia, who ſpent that ſeaſon 


at the Bath. 


The other was a Beoteh nobleman 


turned of thirty, Who was graced with ja red rib- 
bon, and danced particularly well z two, qualifica- 


tions of great weight with u girl of 


my age, 


; Whoſe heart was not deeply intereſted in the caule. 
Nevertheleſs, the page prevailed over this /fucoi- 
dable rival; though out amour went no farther 


than a little flirtin 
left the place. 


Next year, 


1 
however, 


g, and coaſed entirely when I 


N N 
I reviſited this agreeable 


ſcene, and paſſed my time in the ſame eircle of 
amuſements; in which, indeed, eneh ſeaſon at 


: Bath 4s _— 7 
je 


allowing for t 


eſembled by that Which ſiicteeds, 
difference of company, Which is 


continually varying. There, I met with the fame 
incenſe, and again had my favourite; Wo was a 
North Britain, and captain of footy: near - forty 
years of age, and a little lame; an impediment 
_ which I did not diſcover, until it was pointed out 


by ſome of m 
my choices - 


i 


companions, who rallied me upon 
e was always cheerful; and very 


amorous, had a good countenance and art qxcel- 
lent underſtanding, poſſeſſed a great deal of art, 
and would have-perſuaded me to marry bim, bad 
I not been reſtrained by the authority of my 


father, Whoſe conſent was not to 
favour of a man of his fortune. | 
At the ſame time, many propoſals. 


be obtained in 


f marriage 


were made io my parents; but, as they came from 
2 whom I did not like, I tejedted them all, 


being determined to refaſe ever 
not make his addte 


* man mop ren 
to my in perſon s be 
cauſe 


G2 


I 
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cauſe Thad no notion of matrying for any thing 
but love. 68 d 1 CCC 
Among theſe formal propoſers was a Scottiſh 
Earl, wWhoſe pretenſions were broke off by ſome 
difference about ſettlements; and the ſon of an 
Engliſn Baron, with whom my father was in 
treaty, when he carried me to town on a viſit to 
a young lady with whom I had*been intimate 
from my tinfancy,” She was juſt delivered of her 
Arſt ſon, for whomiwe ſtood ſponſors: ſo that this 
oecaſion detained ius a whole month, during which, 

I went; to à ball at court on the Queen's birth- 
day, and there, for the firſt time, felt what love 


and beauty were. Ee re. | 
Fhe ſecond ſon of Duke ————, who had 


juſt returned from his travels, was dancing with 
de, Princeſs Royalz when a young lady came and 
deſttè me toi go and fee a ſtranger whom all the 
. arortd'hdmivetst upon which I followed her into 
© thertifcle,, andiobſerved this object of admiration. 
He was dreſſediin a coat of white cloth, faced with 
. hlueſatin embreidered with filver, of the ſadie 
pieee with his waiſtcoat; his fine hair hung down. 
ais back iniringlets below bis waiſt, his hat was 
laced with ſilwer, and garniſhed with a white fea- 
ther: but his perſon beggared all deſcription. He 
was tall and graceful, neither corpulent nor mea- 
gre, his limbs finely proportioned, his countenance 
per and'majeſtic, his eyes full of ſweetneſs and 
vivacity, his teeth regular, and his pouting lips of 
the complexion of the damaſk roſe. In ſhort, he 
was formed for love, and inſpired it wherever he 
appeared; nor was he a niggard of his talents, 
but liberally returned it; at leaſt- what paſſed for 
uch: for he had a flow of gallantry, for which 
many ladies of this land can vouch- from their 
$1073 — — own 
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on experienge: but he exclaimed againſt mar- 
riage, becauſe. he had, as yet, met with no we- 
man, to whoſe charms be would ſurrender his li- 
aach though a Princeſs. of Francs, and a lady of 
e ſame rank iu, ere ſaid to be, at 
7 time, enamoured of his — a 
J vent bome, totally ingroſſed by his idea, 
17 — myſelf. that he had obſerved: me with 
ſome attention; for I was young and Dew, and 
had the good fortune to attract the Pater aud. 
opprobation of che Queen herſelf, 
Next day, being at the opera, I was bl 
[ſurpriſed with the appearance of this amiable 
ſtranger, who no ſooner ſaw me. enter, than he 
-approached.ſo near to the place where I ſat, that. I 
overheard what he ſaid to his, companians ;. and 
Was ſo happy as to find myſelf tbe. object of his 
diſequrſe, which abounded with daptutgus ex- 
preſſions of love and admiration. 
I could not liſten to theſe ttanſportz without 
emotion; my colour changed, my heart throbbed 
_with,unuſual, violence, and my eyes, bejrayed, my 
4 inclination in ſundry. favourable glances, which 
he ſeemed to interpret aright, thou h be could 
not thenzavail himſelf of his ſucceſs, far as to 
communicate his ſentiments by ſpecch, becauſe 
we were ſtrangers to each other. 1 
I paſſed that night in the moſt anxious ſuſpence, 
and ſeveral days elapſed before I ſaw him again. 
At length, however, being at court on a ball- 
night, and detecmined againſt dancing, I perceived 
him among the crowd, and, to my unſpeakable 
joy, ſaw him advance with my Lord P —, who 
introduced bim to my acquaintance. He ſoon 
Found means to alter my reſolution; and I con- 
Meſcended.. to be bis pariner all the evening: 


G 3 1 durivg 


18 

a 

3 
| 
1 
: 


4 
| 


OO 


— 


— 


— — „ — = 


— — _ 
- 


_— - — 
——— — . oy —— — 
* 


© 4 YO og > 
* 


— - . 5 


_ — 


__ 
F ——ͤ—ͤ— ——— ü1V—ẽ— a —— 


5 RE ADvETTRRES Or 


dufing Which, be declared his paſſion i in the moft 
oa and perſuaſive terms that real love- could 
x dick te; or ftuitful imagination invent. 
* believed his proteſtations, becauſe 1 wilhed 
them true, and was an unexperienced girl of fif- 
teen, I complied with his earneſt requeſt f 
being permitted to viſit me; and even invited him 
to breakfaſt next morning ; fo that you may ima- 
gine (J ſpeak to thoſe that feel) T did not, that 
night, enjoy much repoſe. Such was the hurry 
and flutter of my ſpirits, that J roſe at ſix to re- 
ceive him at ten. I dreſſed myſelf in a new pink 
ſatin gown, and my beſt laced night-clothes, and 
was ſo animated by the occaſion, that if ever I 
deſerved a compliment upon my looks, an wy 
| due at this meeting. ; 
©: Tne" wiſhed-for moment came, mat brought 
my lover to my view: I was overwhelmed with 
Joy, modeſty, and fear of I knew not what. We 
fat down to breakfaſt, but did not eat. He re- 
newet his addreſſes with irreſiſtible eloquence, 
and pteſſed me to accept of his hand without far- 
er hefitation : but to ſuch a precipitate ſtep I 
l objected, as a meaſure repugnant to decency, as 
well as to that duty which I 1 to wy ww, 
whom F tenderly loved. 
Though I withſtood this” piemture propoful, 
I did not attempt to diſguiſe the ſituation of my 
thoughts; and thus commenced a tender corre- 
pondence, which was maintained by letters while 
I remained in the country, and carried on (when 
J was in town) by private interviews, twice or 
thrice a week, at the houfe of my milliner, where 
ſuch endearments paſſed as refined and happy lov- 
ers know, and others can only gueſs. Truth and 
innocence prevailed on wy ſide, while his heart 


Was. 


b 15 
2 

. 
. 


PEREGRINE PICKLE 6. 


was frabght with ſincerity and love. Such fre- 
quent intercourſe created an intimacy! which 1 
began to think dangerous, and therefore yielded 
'to his repeated deſite, that we might be -united 
for ever: nay, I reſolved to avoid him, until the 
day ſhould be fixed, and very innocently (though 
not very wiſely) told him my reafon- for this de- 
termination, which was no other than a .conſci- 
 ouſneſs of my incapacity to refuſe him any thing 
he ſhould demand, as a teftimony of my love. 
The time was accordingly appointed, at the 
 diſtakes of a ſew days, during which J intended 
to have implored my father's conſent, though [ 
had but faint hopes of obtaining: it; but he was 
by ſome means or other apprized of our deſign, 
before I could prevail upon myſelf to make him 
acquainted with our purpoſe. IT had danced with 
my lover at the Ridotto on the preceding even- 
ing, and there, perhaps,” our eyes betrayed us. 
Certain it is, ſeveral of Lord W m's relations, 
who diſapproved of the match, came up and ral- 
lied him on his paſſion. Lord 8——k, in parti- 
cular, uſed this remarkable expreſſion, Nephew, 
. 48 much love as vou pleaſe, but no matri- 
2 „% mony.” 
4 Next day, the prieſt being prepared, and the 
: bridegroom waiting for me at the appointed place, 
| in all the tranſports of impatient expeCtation, 1 
| was, without any previous warning, carried into 
the country by my father, who took no notice of 
the intelligence he bad received, but decoyed me 
into the coach, on pretence of taking the air: and 
when we had proceeded as far as Turnham-green, 


gave me to underfrand, that he would dine in that 
Fare 


3 2 
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There was no remedy : In obliged to bear 
my diſappointment, though with an aching heart, 
and followed him upllairs into an apartment, 
where dhe told me be was. minutely informed of 
my i matrimonial; ſeheme. I did not attempt to 
diſguiſe the trutb, hot aſſured him, while the 
$6ars guſhed from my eyes, that my want of 
. caurage: alone; had bindered me from Making him 
privy to bee 1paGon 3 ;. though .I owned, I ſhould 
have married: Lord Wm, even though he 
had diſapproved. .of my choice. I reainded/him 
of the ;juncafy life I led at home, and frankly, ac- 
: knowledged, chat J loved my admirer. too, well 10 
live 3 nan oy 1 he Kot Hang 


way, * 1 et be locked up a 1 goun- 
try, and ſnatched for ever from his arms. Tor- 
tured vvith theſe apptehenſions, he changed clothes 
immediate, „and, taking horſe, reſol ved to follow 
me whitherſoever we r ſhould go . | 
Aſter dinner, we proceeded as far anBeenaford, 7; 

where we lay, intending to be at my father's. 
country chouſe next night; 5 and my admirer - put- 
ting up at the ſame inn, praiſed, every expedient 
his invention could ſuggeſt, to -procure an inter- 
view.; but all his endeavouts were unſucceſsful, 
l 1. who little dreamt of his being ſo near, 
| bad 
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had gone to bed upon our firſt arrival, overwhelm- 


ed with afflition and tears. 
In the morning 1 threw myſelf at m father's 
feet, and conjured him, by all the tj . 
affection, to indulge me with an ' Opportunity of 
ſeeing my admirer once more, before I ſhould be 
conveyed from his wiſhes. The melantholy con- 
dition in which I preferred this ſupplication, melt- 
ed the tender heart of my parent, who yielded to 
my ſolicitations, and carried me back to town for 
that Purpoſe. (NT DE DID! 1 
Lord W m, who had watched our motions, 
and arrived at his own lodgings before we arrived 
at my father's houſe, obeyed my ſummons on the 
inſtant, and appeared before me like an angel. 
Our faculties were, for ſome minutes, ſuſpended 
by a conflict of grief and joy. At length, I re- 
covered the uſe of ſpeech, and gave him to un- 
derſtand, that I was come to town in order to 


take my leave of him, by the permiſſion of my 


father, whom I had promiſed to attend into the 
country next day, before he would conſent to my 
return; the chief cauſe and pretence of which, 


was my earneſt/defice to convince him, that- Iiwas 


not to blame for the diſappointment be had ſul- 
fered, and that I ſhould fee him again in a month, 
when the nuptial knot ſhould be tied in ſpite of al 
oppoſition, 

My lover, who was better a0 sie with . 
world, bad well nigh run diſtracted with this in- 
formatjenþ! He ſwore he would not leave me, 
until I ſhould promiſe” to meet and 'mirry bim 
next day; or, if 1 refuſed to grant that Tequelt, 


he would immediately leave the kingdom, 10 


Which he would never more return, and, before 
bis en lacrifice Lord He By ſon to 


che 


the Duke of 8. A —, Who was the only perſon 
upon earth who could have betrayed us to my fa- 
ther, becauſe he alone Was truſted with the ſecret 
of; our intended marriage, and had actually under- 


taken to give me away; an office Which he after 


wards detlined. Lord W. m alſo affirmed, 
that my father decoyed me into the country, with 
a view: of, cooping me up, and ſequeſtering me en- 
ten {roms vie y and correſpondende. 
In, vain I pleaded, my father's well — ten- 
derneſs, and uſed all the arguments I could re- 
collect, to divert him from his revenge upon Lord 


II —. He Was deaf to all my cepreſentations, 


and nothing, I found, would prevail upon him 
to N bis reſentment, but a poſitice mit, 
to comply with: his former deſice. I told him, I 
most d: every thing to make him happy; 
W not, with any tegard to my duty, take 
ſuch; aoſtep without: the knowledge of my parent; 


or, if I were ſo inclined, it would be impracti- 
cable to elude his vigilanee and ſuſpicion. How- 
ever, he employed ſuch patbetic remonſtrauces, 


and retained ſuch a powerful advocate within 
my own. breaſt, that before we parted, I aſſured 


him my whole power ſhould be exerted for his 
| ſatis faq ion ; and he ſignißied his reſolution of ft - 


ting up all night, in expectation of ſeeing me at 
bis lodgings. 


He had no ſooner retited, has 1 went into the 


next roam, and deſired my father ie fix a day for 
the marriage; in which, caſe, I would cheat fully 


wait upon bim into the country; whereas, ſhould 


be deny my requeſt, on pretence of ſtaying for 
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the conſent of my mother's relations, which was 
very yngertain, I would ſeize; the ſirſt opportuni- 
te marrying Lord W——m, coſt what it would. 
e conſented to the match, but would not ap- 
point 
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int à day fot the ceremony, which he propoſed; 
10 defer until all parties ſhould be agreed; aud 
ſuch a: füvdurable crifie;, I feared, would never 
Frherefore reſolved within myſelf to gratify my 
lover's expectation, by eloping, if poſlible, that 
very night; though the execution of this plan was 
extremely difficult, becauſe my father was! upon 
the alarm, and my on maid, who was my bed- 
fellow, altogether in his intereſt? Notwithſtand- 
ing theſe confidefations, I found means to engage 
one of the houſe-maids in my behalf, Who beſpoke 
an hackney- coach, to be kept in waiting albnight; 
and to bed 1 went with my Abigail, whom (as I 
had not cleſed an eye) I waked about ſive in' the 
morning, and ſent to paekiup ſome things for our 
intendin wurne nn nn og 
While ſhe was thus employed, I got up, and 
huddled on my clothes, ſtanding upon my pillow, 
leſt my father, who lay in the chamber below, 
ſhould hear me a- foot, and ſuſpect my deſign. 
' Having dreſſed myſelf with great deſpateh and 
diforder,' I flounced down ſtairs, ſtalking as hea- 
vily as Þ could' tread; that be might miſtake me 
for one of the ſetvants; and my confederate open- 
ing the door, I ſallied out into the ſtreet, - though 
I-knew'not' which way to turn; and, to my un- 
ſpeakable mortifieation, neither coach nor chair 
Having tfavelled on foot a good way, in hope 
of finding a convenience, and being not only diſ- 
appointed in that particular, but alſo bewildered 
in my pefeprination, I began to be exceeditigly' 
alarmed with the apprehefſion of being met by 
ſome perſon who might know! me; becauſe, in 
that caſe, my deſign would undoubtedly have been 
* diſcovered, 


I ' 
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diſcovered, fram every circumſtance / * my ap- 
pearance at that time of day ;- for l had put on the 


very clothes which I had pulled off over-night, ſo- 


— 


that my dreſs was altogether odd and peculiar. 


My ſhoes were very fine ; and over a large, hoop I 


wore a pink ſatin quilted petticoat, trimmed with. 
ſilver, which was partly covered by a white dimity 


My handkerchief and apron; were hurried on with- 


and fear, joy and ſname. 
In this dilemma, I made my 3 prac 


honourable member of ſociety a ſhoe-black, whom 
' T earneſtly entreated to provide me with a. coach 
or chair, promiſing to reward him liberally for 
his trouble; but he having the misfortune, to be 
lame, was unable to keep up with my pace; ſo 


that by his advice and direction, I went into the 


firſt public-houſe 1 found. open, where .I ſtaid 


ſome time in the utmoſt conſternation, among a 


for their civility, not without the terror of being 
ſtripped. ;., At length, however, my meſſenger re- 
turned with a chair, of which I took immediate 


_ night-gown, a. full -quarter, of a yard too ſhort. 


out pinning. My night-cap could not contain my 
hair, which hung about my ears in great diſorder ;. 
and my countenance denoted a mixture of Hope 


= 


1 wretches whom I thought proper to bribe 


poſſeſſion 3, and fearing that, by this time, my fa- 
ra would be alarmed, and ſend directly to Lord 


diſcovered. if The 
This kratagem ſucceeded according to my with; 


1 ran upſtairs, in a ſtate of trepidation, to m 


faithful, lover, Who waited for me with the mol 


 W——m's lodgings, I ordered myſelf to be car-. 
ried, thither backwards, that ſo I mich Pals. un- 


} 


impatient, and fearful. ſuſpence. At ſight of me, 


m FJ, hghrened with. tranſport ;, he caught me 


251 


c 8 ; in 


___ own ſiſterhood. 
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in his arms, as the richeſt preſent heaven could 
beſtow; gave me to underſtand that my father had 
already ſent to his lodgings in queſt of me; then 
applauding my love and reſolution in the molt 
rapturous terms, he ordered a hackney-coach to be 
called, and, that we might run no riſk of ſepara- 
tion; attended me to church, where we were law- 
fully joined in the ſight of heaven. 
His fears were then all over, but mine recurred 
with double aggravation ; I dreaded the fight of 
my father, and ſhared all the ſorrow he ſuffered 
on account of my undutiful behaviour: for I lov- . 
ed him with ſuch piety of affection, that I would 
have endured every other ſpecies of diſtreſs, rather 
than have given him the leaſt uneaſineſs: but love 
(where he reigns in full empire) is altogether ir- 
reſiſtible, ſurmounts every difficulty, and ſwallows 
up all other conſiderations. This was the caſe 
with me; and, now the irrevocable ſtep was taken, 
my firſt care was to avoid his fight. With this 
view, I begged that Lord W——m would think of 
ſome remote place in the country, to which we 
might retire for the preſent; and he forthwith 
conducted me to a houſe on Blackheath, where 
we were very civilly received by a laughter-loving 
dame, who ſeemed to miſtake me for one of her 


I no ſooner perceived her opinion, than I deſired 
Lord W m to undeceive her; upon which ſhe 
was made acquainted with the nature of my ſitua- 
tion, and ſhewed us into a private room, where I 
called for pen and paper, and wrote an apology to 

my father, for having ated contrary to his will, 
in ſo important a concern. 1 | 

This taſk being performed, the bridegroom gave 

me to underſtand, that there was a neceſſity for 
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our being bedded immediately, in order to render 
the marriage binding, leſt my father ſhould diſ- 
cover and part us before.confummation.....I-plead- 
ed hard for a reſpite till the evening, objecting to 
_ the indecency of going to bed before noon; but 
he found means to invalidate all my arguments, 
and to convince me, that it was now my duty to 
obey. Rather than hazard the imputation of be- 
ing obſtinate and refractory on the firſt day of my 
probation, I ſuffered myſelf to be led into a cham- 
ber, which was darkened by my expreſs ſtipula- 
tion, that my ſhame and confuſion might be the 
better concealed, and yielded to the privilege. of a 
dear huſband, who loved me to adoration 
About five o'clock in the afternoon we were 
called to dinner, which we had ordered to he ready 
at four; but ſuch a paltry care had been forgot, a- 
midſt the tranſports of our mutual bliſs.” We got 
up, however, and when we came down ſtairs, I 
was aſhamed to ſee the light of day, or meet the 
eyes of my beloved lord. I ate little, ſaid leſs, 
was happy, though overwhelmed. with confuſion, 
underwent a thouſand. agitations, ſome of which. 
were painful, but by far the greater part belonged 
to rapture and delight; we were imparadiſed in 
the gratification of pur mutual wiſhes, and, felt all 
that love can beſtow, and ſenſibility enjoy: 
In the twilight we.zetunned. to Lord W —m's 
lodgings in town, where; | received a letters from 
my father, importing that he would never fee me 
again. But there was one circumſtance in his 
manner of writing, from which, I conceived a 
bappy preſage of his future indulgence. He had 
begun with his uſual appellation of Dean Fauny, 
which, thaugh it Was sxpunged to make way * 
e t einreisen 
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the word Madam, encouraged me to hope chat his 
paternal fondneſs was not yet extinguiſhed. 

At ſupper we were viſited by Lord W 
yoohger ſiſter, who laughed at us for our qr 
ſiderate match, though, ſhe owned, ſhe envied 
our happineſs, and offered me the uſe of her 
clothes, until I could retrieve my own. She was 
a woman of a great dea] of humour, plain, but 
genteel, civil, friendly, and perfectly well bred. 
She favoured us with ber company till the night 
was pretty far advanced, and did not take her 
leave till we retired to our apartment. 

As our lodgings were not ſpacious or magnifi- 
cent, we reſolved to fee little company; but this 
reſolution was fruſtrated by the numerous ac- 
quaintance of Lord W 4 who let in half the 
town; fo that 1 ran the gauntlet for a whole week 

among a ſet of wits, who always delight in teaſing. 
a young creature of any note, when ſhe happens. 
to make a ſtolen match. Among thoſe that viſited 
vs upon this occaſion, was my Lord's younger 
brother, who was at that time in keeping with a 
rich heireſs of maſculine memory, and took that 
opportunity of making a parade with his equipage, 
which was indeed very magnificent, but altoge- 
ther diſregarded by us, whoſe happincts conſiſted 
in the opulence of mutual love. 

This ceremony of receiving viſits being per: 
formed, we went to wait on his mother the dut- 
cheſs of H —, who hearing I was an heireſs, 
readily forgave her fon tor marrying without her 
knowledge and conſent, and favoured us with a 
very cordial reception; inſomuch that, for ſeveral 
months, we dined almoſt conſtantly at her table; 
and I muſt own, I always found her unaltered in 
ber eiwhiy and affection, contrary to her general 

H 2 character, 
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character, which was haughty and capricious. She 
was undoubtedly a woman of great ſpirit and un- 
detſtanding, but ſubject to an infirmity which 
very much impairs and diſguiſes every other qua- 
lification, 1 

In about three weeks after our marriage, I was 
ſo happy as to obtain the forgiveneſs of my fa- 
ther, to whoſe houſe we repaired, in order to pay 
our reſpets and ſubmiſſion, At light of me he 
wept z nor did I behold his tears unmoved ; my 
heart was overcharged with tenderneſs and for- 
row, ſor having oftended ſuch an indulgent pa» 
rent; ſo that I mingled my tears with his, while 
my dear huſband, whoſe ſoul was of the ſofteſt 
and gentleſt mould, melted with ſympathy at the 
uſeing ſcene, 

Being thus reconciled to my father, we attend- 
ed him into the country, where we were received 
by my mother, who was a ſenüble good woman, 
though not ſuſceptible to love, and therefore less 
upt to excuſe u weaknels, to which ſhe was an ut» 
ter [tranger, Ibis was likewiſe the caſe with an 
uncle, from whom I had great expectations. He 
was a plain good-natured man, and treated us 
with great courtely z though his notions, in point 
of love, were not exactly conformable to ours, 
Nevertheleſs, 1 was, and ſeemed to be fo happy in 
my choice, that my family not only became fati[- 
lied with the match, but exceedingly ſond of Lord 
W——n. 1 

After a (hort flay with them in the country, we 
returned to London, in order to be introduced at 
Court, and then ſet out for the North, on a visit 
to my brother-in-law the Duke of H—=——, who 
had, by a letter to Lord W-——m, invited us to 
his habitation. My father accordingly equipped 

| us 
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us with horſes and money; for our own finances 
were extremely flender, confiſting only of a ſmall 
FLIER allowed by his Grace, i git whom the 
rothers were entirely dependent, the father hav= 
ing died ſuddenly, before ſuitable proviſion could 
be made for his younger children. 
When TI took my leave of my relations, bid- 
ding adieu to my paternal home, and found my- 
ſelf Jannehing into a world of care and trouble, 
though the voyage on which I had embarked was 
altogetter voluntary, and my companion the per- 
fon on whom I doated to diſtraftion, I could not 
help feeling ſome melancholy ſenſations, which, 
howevef, in a little time, gave way to a train of 
more agreeable ideas, I way viſited in town by 
almoſt all the women of faſhion, many of whom, 
| perceived, envied me the poſſeſſion of a man 
Who hid made ſtrange bavock among their hearts, 
and fome of them knew the value of his favourr. 
One in particular endeavoured to cultivate my 
frendſhip with fingular warks of 1 but 1 
thought proper to diſcourage her advances, by 
keeping Within the bounds of bare civility z and 
indeed, to none of them was 1 laviſh of my com- 
plalſance; for T dedicated my whole time to the 
obje& of my affection, who engrofſed my wiſhes 
to ſuch 'a degree, that although I was never jea- 
lous (becauſe I had no reaſon to be ſo) I envied 
the happineſs of every woman whom he chanced 
at any time to hand into a coach. 
© The dutcheſs of ———, who was newly mar- 
ried to the Karl of P-——, a particular friend of 
of Lord W——m's, carried me to Court, and 
preſented me to the Queen, who expreſſed her ap- 
probation of my perſon in very particular terme, 
ani obſerved the ſatisfaQtion that appeared in my- 
\ * '- 4 countenance, 


- 8 I 
* "RE 3632 
.. ͤ ͤͤK—— oe WTR. TOO 
—— 


8 _ as 2 


78 THE ADVENTURES OF 


countenance, with marks of admiration ; deſired 
her ladies to take notice, how little happineſs de- 
pended upon wealth, ſince there was more joy in 
my face than in all her court beſidees. 
Such a declaration could not fail to overwhelm 


me with bluthes, which her Majeſty ſeemed to 


behold with pleaſure ; for ſhe frequently repeated 
the remark, and ſhewed me to all the foreigners 
of diſtinction, with many gracious expreſſions of 
favour. She wiſhed Lord W——m happineſs in- 
ſtead of joy, and was pleaſed to promiſe, that ſhe 
would provide for her pretty beggars : and poor 
enough we certainly were, in every article but 


love. Nevertheleſs, we felt no neceſſities, but 


paſſed the ſummer in a variety of ' pleaſures and 
parties; the greateft part of which were planned 
by Lord W——m's ſiſter and another Lady, who 
was at that time miſtreſs to the Prime Miniſter, 
The firſt was a wit, but homely in her perſon ;- 
the other, a woman of great beauty and maſculine 
underſtanding; and a particular friendſhip ſubſiſt- 
ed between them, though they were both lovers 
of power. and admiration... „ 

This lady, who ſat at the helm, was extremely 
elegant as well as expenſive in her diverſions, in 
many of which we bore a ſhare; particularly in ber 
parties upon the water, which were contrived in all 


the magnificence of taſte. In the courſe of theſe 


amuſements, a. trifling circumſtance occurred, 
which I ſhall relate as an inſtance of that jealous- 
ſenſibility which characteriſed Lord W—m's. dif- 
poſition. A large company of ladies and gentle- 
lemen having agreed to dine at Vauxhall, and ſup. 
at Marblehall, where: we.propoſed to conclude the 


evening with a dance, one barge being inſufficient 
to. contain the whole company, we. were divided: 


by; 
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by lots; in conſequence of which, my huſband 
and I were parted. 'This ſeparation was equally 
mortifying to us both, who, though married, 
were ſtill lovers; and my chagrin was increaſed, 
when I perceived that I was doomed to fit by Sir 


W— Y——, a man of profeſſed gallantry ; for, al- 
though Lord W—m had, before his marriage, made 
his addreſſes to every woman he ſaw, I knew ver 


well he did nofgebre that any perſon ſhould make 
love to his wife. 5 

That I might not therefore give umbrage, by 
talking to this gallant, I converſed with a Scots 
nobleman, who, according to common report, 
had formerly ſighed among my admirers: by 
theſe means, in ſecking to avoid one error, I un- 
wittingly plunged myſelf into a greater; and diſ- 
obliged Lord W—m ſo much, that he could not. 
conceal his diſpleaſure ; nay, ſo deeply was he 
offended . at my conduct, that; in the evening, 


* %- 


when the ball began, he would, ſcarce deign ta 


— 


take me by the hand in the courſe of dancing, 
and darted ſuch unkind looks as pierced me to the 
very foul. What augmented my concern, was 
my ignorance of the treſpaſs I had committed. I. 
was tortured with a thouſand uneaſy reflections; 
I began to. fear that I had miſtaken his temper, 
and given my heart to a man who was tired of 
_ poſſeſſion; though I reſolved to bear, without 
. the misfortune I had entailed upon 

myſelf. 13 g 

/ I ſeized the firſt opportunity of ſpeaking to him, 
and thereby diſcovered the cauſe of his chagrin ;. 
but, as there was no time for expoſtulation, the 
miſunderſtanding continued.on his fide, with ſuch 
evident marks of uneaſineſs, that every individual 
of. the company made up to me and pquired an 
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bout the cauſe of his diforder ; fo that 1 was ſain 
to amuſe their concern, by ſaying, that he was ilk 
the day before, and dancing did not agree with 
his conſtitution. $0 much was he incenſed by 
this unhappy circumſtance of my conduck, which 
was devoid of all intention to offend him, that he 
determined to be revenged of me for my indiſere- 
tion, and at fupper, chancing to fit between two 
very handſome ladies, (one of whom is lately dead, 
and the other, at preſent, my neighbour in the 
country) he affected an air of gatety, and openly 
coqueted with them both, 
This was' not the only puniſhment he inflifted 
on his innocent wife. In the courſe of bur enter- 
tainment, we engaged in ſome ſimple diverſion, 
in conſequence of which, the gentlemen were or- 
dered to ſalvte'the ladies; when Lord Wm, in 
performing this command, unkindfy neglefAted me 
in my turn and 1 bad vechfion for hl my Hiſtves 
tion and pride, to eoficeal from the/company,' the 
agonies 1 felt at this mark of indifference and dif- 
reſpect. However, I obtained the victory over 
myſelf, and pretended tb laugh at his buſban-like 

behaviour, While the tears ſtood in my eyes, aud 
my heart fwelled even to burſt ing. 
We broke up about five, after having ſpent the 
moſt tedious evening 1 had ever known; and this 
_ offended lover went to bed in a ſtate of ſullen - 
lence and difguſt. Whatever deſire 1 had to come 
to an explanation, I thought myſelf ſo much ag- 
grieved by his unreaſonable ay props Mer Lebüſd 
not prevail upon myſelf to demand à conference, 


till after his firſt nap, when my pride giving way 
> my tenderhefs, 1 ckalped ihr ity my arme, 

dugb he pretended to diſcourage” thiſe advances. 
of iny live: ” F'aſktd Hoc he eld be 48 mjult an 


210. 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 67 


to take umbrage at my civility to a man whom, he 
knew, I had refuſed for his ſake. 1 chid him for 
his barbarous endeavours to awake my jealouſy, 
and uſed ſuch irreſiſtible arguments in my own 
vindication, that he was convinced of my inno- 
cence, ſealed my acquittal with a kind embrace, 
and we mutually enjoyed the ſoft tranſports of a 
fond reconciliation, 

Never was paſſion more eager, delicate, or un- 
reſerved, than that which glowed within our 
breaſts. Far from being cloyed with the poſſe ſſion 
of each other, our raptures ſeemed to increafe 
with the term of our union. When we wete part- 
ed, though but for a few hours, by the neceſlary 
avocations of life, we were unhappy during that 
brief ſeparation, and met again like lovers who 
knew no joy but in one another's preſence, How 
many delicious evenings did we 1958 together in 
but little apartment, after we had ordered the 
candles to be taken away, that we might enjoy the 
agreeable reflection of the moon in a fine ſumniner's 
evening, Such a mild and ſolemn ſcene naturally 
diſpoſes the mind to peace and benevolence 4 but, 
when improved with the converſation of the man 
one loves, it fills the imagination with ideas of 
ineffable delight For my, own patt, I can late- 
ly ſay, my heatt was ſo wholly engrofſ:d by my 
huſband, that I never took pleaſure in any dive 
ſion where he was not perſonally concerned 5 nor 
was I ever guilty of one thought tepugnant to my 
duty and my love, | 

In the autumn we ſet out for the north, and 
were met on the road by the Duke ard twenty 
gentlemen, who conducted us to H- -n, where 
we lived in all imaginable ſplendour, His Grace, 
at that time, maintained above an bungred ler- 

vants, 


r 
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vants, with a band of muſic, which always per- 
formed at dinner, kept open table, and was viſit- 


ed by a great deal of company. The œconomy 


of his houſe was ſuperintended by bis eldeſt ſiſter, 
a beautiful young lady of an amiable temper, with 
whom I foon contraQted an intimate friendſhip. 
She and the Duke uſed to rally me upon my fond- 
neſs for Lord W m, who was a ſort of an hu- 
mouriſt, and apt to be in a pet, in which caſe he 
would leave the company, and go to bed by ſeven 
o'clock in the evening. On theſe occaſions, I 
always diſappeared, giving up every conſideration 
to that of pleaſing my buſband, notwithſtanding 
the ridicule of his relations, who taxed me witir 
having ſpoiled him with tov much induſgence. But 
how could I expreſs too much tenderneſs and con- 
deſcenſion for a man who doated upon me to ſuch 
exceſs, that when buſineſs obliged him to leave me, 
he always ſnatched the firſt opportunity to return, 
and often rode through eee ſtorms and tem- 
peſts to my ar ins. 
Having ſtayed about ſeven months in this phce; 


J found myſelf in a fair way of being a mother; 
and, that I might be near my own. relations, in 


ſuch an intereſting fituation, I and my dear com- 


panion departed from 'Ha--—n, not without 


great reluctance; ſor I was fond of the Scots in 
general, who treated me with great hoſpitality and 
reſpect; and to this day, they pay me the compli- 
ment of faying, I was one of the beſt wives in 


that country, which is 9 Jultly celebrated for 
Soo women. 


Lord W——m Ning zitate me to my fa- 
70 houſe, was obliged to return to Scotland, 
to ſupport his (intereſt in being elected member 


of f parliament i fo that he took his leave of me; 


with 
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With a full reſolution of ſeeing me again, before 


the time of my lying-in; and all the comfort I 


_ enjoyed in his abſence was the peruſal of bis let- 


ters, which I punctually received, together with 
thoſe of his ſiſter, Who, from time to time, fa- 
voured me with aſſurances of his conſtancy and 
devotion. ; Indeed, theſe teftimonials were! neceſ- 
fary to one of my. diſpoſition ; for I was none of 
thoſe who could be contented with half an heart. 
I could not even ſpace one complacent look to any 
other woman, but expected the undivided homage 
pectation, I ſhould (though a wife) have rebelled: 
ore died 0155b 51 Silo 1 iti won 1173 

i Meanwhile, my parents treated me with great 
tenderneſs, intending that Lord W——m ſhould 
be ſettled, in a houſe of his own, and aceommo- 
dated with my fortune; and bis expectations from 
the Queen were very ſanguine, when I was taken 
ill, and delivered of a dead child; an event which 
affected me extremely. When I underſtdod the 
extent of my misfortune, my heart throbbed with 


ſuch violence, that my breaſt could ſearce contain 


it; and wy anxiety being aggravated by the ab- 
ſence of my lord, produced a dangerous fever, of 
which he was no ſooner apprized by letter, than 
he came poſt from Scotland; but before his arri- 
val, I was ſuppoſed to be in a fair way. 
During this. journey, he was tortured with all 
that terrible ſuſpence, which prevails in the minds 
of thoſe. who are in danger of loſing that which is 
moſt dear to them; and when he entered the 
houſe, was ſo: much overwhelmed. with appreben- 
ſion, that he durſt not enquire: about che ſtate of 
my af inf of fo Su nd); * 
N 0 166 o 
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As for my part, I never cloſed an eye from the 
time on which I expected his return; and when 1 
heard his voice, I threw open my curtains, and 
ſat up in the bed to receive him, though at the 
hazard of my life. He run towards me with all 
the eagerneſs of paſſion, and claſped me in bis 
arms; he kneeled by the bed-ſide, kiſſed my band 
a thouſand times, and wept with tranſports of 
tenderneſs and joy. In ſhort, this meeting was 
ſo pathetic, as to overcome my enfeebled conſtitu- 
tion; and we were parted by thoſe who were 
wiſer than ourſelves, and ſaw that nothing was ſo 


| a ah us as a little repoſe. ' ee 


ut how ſhall I relate the deplorable tranſition 
from envied ha ow to exceſs of miſery, which 
I now ſuſtained My month was hardly up, when 
my dear huſband was taken ill; perhaps the fa- 


tigue of body as well as mind, which he had un- 


dergone on my account, occaſioned a fatal fer- 
ment in his blood, and bis health fell a ſacrifice 
to his love. Phyſicians were called from Lon- 
don; but alas! they brought no hopes of his re- 
covery. By their advice he was removed to town, 
for the convenience of being punctually attended. 
Every moment was too precious to be thrown © 


away; he was therefore immediately put into the 
coach, though the day was far ſpent; and I, 


though exceedingly - weak, accompanied him in 
the journey, which was performed by the light of 
flambeaux, and rendered unſpeakably ſhocking, 
by the difmal apprehenſion of loſing him every 
moment. | 

At length, however, we arrived at our lodgings. 


in Pall-mall, where I lay by him on the floor, and 


attended the iſſue of his diſtemper, in all' the a- 


gonies of horror and deſpair. In a little time his 


malady 
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nfalady ſettled upon his brain, and, in his delirium, 
he uttered ſuch dreadful exclamations, as were 
ſufficient to pierce the moſt ſavage heart. What 
effect then muſt they have had on mine, which 
was fraught with every ſentiment of the moſt 
melting affeclion ! It was not a common grief 
that took poſſeſſion of my foul ; I felt all the ag- 
gravation of the moſt acute diſtreſs. I ſometimes 
ran down to the ſtreet in a fit of diſtraction: I 
1 ſent: for the doctors every minute: I wearied 
heaven with my prayers: even now my heart 
aches at the remembrance of what I ſuffered, and 
I cannot, without trembling, proceed with the 
woſul ſtory. | 
After having lain inſenſible ſome days, he re- 
covered the uſe of ſpeech, and called upon my 
name, which he had a thouſand times repeated 
while he was bereft of reaſon. All hopes of his 
life was now relinquiſhed, and I was led to his 
bed-ſide to receive his laſt adieu, being directed 
to fummon all my fortitude, and ſuppreſs my ſor- 
row, that he might not be diſturbed by my agita- 
tion. I collected all my reſolution to ſupport me 
in this affecting ſcene. I ſaw my dear lord in ex- 
tremity. The beauties of his youth were all de- 
cayed ; yet his eyes, though languid, retained un- 
ſpeakable ſweetneſs and expreſſion. He felt his end 
approaching, put forth his hand, and, with a look 
full of complacency and benevolence, uttered ſuch 
a tender tale——Good heaven! how had I de- 
ſerved ſuch accumulated. afflition ! the bare re- 
membrance of which now melts me into tears. 
Human nature could not undergo my ſituation, 
without ſuffering an ecſtacy of grief! I claſped 
him in my arms, and kiſſed him a thouſand times, 
with the moſt violent emotions of wo; but I was 


Vol. III. 1 torn 
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torn from his embrace, and in a little time he 
was raviſhed for ever from my view. 

On that fatal morning which put a period to 
his life, I ſaw the Dutcheſs of L—— approach 
my bed, and, from her appearance, concluded that 
he was no more; yet | begged ſhe would not 
confirm the unhappy preſage, by announcing his 
death; and ſhe accordingly preſerved the moſt 
emphatic ſilence. I got up, and trod ſoftly over 
his head, as if I had been afraid of interrupting 
his repoſe. Alas l he was no longer ſenſible of 
ſuch diſturbance. I was ſeized with a ſtupefaction 
of ſorrow : I threw up the window, and, looking 
around, thought the ſun ſhone with the moſt di- 
mal aſpect; every thing was ſolitary, cheerleſs, 
and replete with horror. 

In this condition I was, by the direction of my 
friend, conveyed to her houſe, where my faculties 
were ſo overpowered by the load of anguiſh which 
oppreſſed me, that I know not what paſſed during 
the firſt days of my unhappy widowhood : this 
only I know, the kind Dutcheſs treated me with 
all imaginable care and compaſſion, and carried 
me to her country honſe, where I ſtayed ſome 
months; during which, the endeavoured to com- 
fort me with all the amuſements the could invent, 
and laid me under ſuch obligations as ſhall never 
be eraſed from my remembrance ; pets notwith- 
Randing all her care and concern, I was, by my 

excels of grief, plunged into a languiſhing diſtem- 
per, for which my phyſicians adviſed me to drink 
the Bath waters. & 

In compliance with this preſcription, I went 
thither towards the end of ſummer, and found 
- ſome benefit by adhering to their directions; 
though I ſeldom went abroad, except when 2 
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fited my ſiſter-in-law, who was there with the 

Princeſs; and upon theſe occafions, I never failed 

to attract the notice of the company, who were 

ſtruck with the appearance of ſuch a young crea- 

ture in weeds. Nor was I free from the perſecu- 

! tion of profeſſed admirers z but, being dead to all 
| joy, I was deaf to the voice of adulation. 

About Chriſtmas, I repaired to my father's 

houſe, where my ſorrows were revived by every 

object that recalled the idea of my dear lamented 

lord. But theſe melancholy reflachions I was ob- 

liged to bear, becauſe I had no other home or 

habitation, being left an unprovided widow, alto- 


gether dependent on the affection of my own 
family. 
| During this Winter, divers overtures were made: 


to my father, by people who demanded me in 
j marriage z but my heart was not yet ſuſſiciently 
| weaned from my former paſlion, to admit the 
thoughts of another maſter. Among thoſe that 
preſented their propoſals, was a certain young 
nobleman, who, upon the firſt news of Lord 
W---m's death, came poſt from Paris, in order 

to declare his paſhon. He made his firſt appear- 

ance in a hired chariot and fix, accompanied by a 

big fat ſcllow, whom (as I afterwards learned) he 

had engaged to ſound his praiſcs, with the pro- 

miſe of a thouſand pounds, in lieu of which he 

paid him with forty, Whether it was with a 

view of ſcreening himſelf from the cold, or of 

making a comfortable medium in caſe of being 
overturned, and falling under his weighty com- 

panion, I know not; but certain it is, the car- 

riage was ſtuffed with hay, in ſuch a manner, that 

when he arrived, the ſervants were at ſome pains 

in rummaging and removing it, before they could: 

12 ee 
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come at their maſter, or help him to alight. 
When he was lifted out of the chariot, he ex- 
hibited a very Judicrous figure to the view; he 
was a thin, meagre, ſhivering creature, of a low 
ſtature, with little black eyes, a long noſe, ſallow 
complexion, and pitted with the ſmall pox; dreſ- 
ied in a coat of light brown frize, lined with 
pink-coloured ſhag, a monſtrous ſolitaire and bag, 
and (if I remember aright) a pair of huge jack- 
boots. In a word, his whole appearance was ſo 
little calculated for inſpiring love, that I had (on 
the ſtrength of ſeeing him once before at Oxford) 
ſet him down as the Jaſt man on earth, whom I 
would chooſe to wed; and I will venture to af- 
firm, that he was in every particular the very re- 
verſe of my late huſband. 

As my father was not at home, he ſtayed but 
one evening, and left his errand with my mother, 
to whom he was as diſagreeable as to myſelf; ſo 

that his propoſal was abſolutely rejected; and 
i heard no more of him during the ſpace of three 
whole months, at the expiration of which, I went 
to town, where this mortifying figure preſented 
itſelf again, and renewed his ſuit, offering ſuch 
adyantageous term e Os ſettlement, that my father 
began to reliſh the match, and weenly recom- 
mended it to my conſideration. 

Lord W m's relations adviſed me to em- 
brace the opportunity of making myſelf independ- 
ent; all my acquaintance plied me with argu- 
ments to the ſame purpoſe: I was uneaſy at home, 
and indifferent to all mankind. 1 weighed the 
- motives with the objections, and with reluctance 
yielded to the importunity of my friends. 

In conſequence of this determination, the little 
_ gentleman was permitted to viſit me; and the 
: Kh manner 
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manner of his addreſs did not at all alter the opi- 
nion I had conceived of his character and under - 
ſtanding. I was even ſhocked at the proſpect of 
marrying a man whom I could not love; and, in. 
order to diſburthen my own conſcience, took an 
opportunity of telling him one evening, as we ſat 
oppoſite to each other, that it was not in my power 
to command my affection, and therefore he could 
not expect the poſſeſhon of my heart, Lord 
 W-——m's indulgence having ſpotted me for « 
wife; nevertheleſs, I would endeavour to contract. 
a friendſhip for him, which would entirely depend 
upon his own behaviour. 7 
To this declaration he replied, (to my great ſur-- 
priſe), that he did not deſire me to love him, my 
friendſhip was ſufficient; and next day, repeated 
this ſtrange inſtance of moderation in a letter, 
which I communicated to my ſiſter, who laughed 
_ heartily at the contents, and perſuaded me, that 
ſince I could love no man, he was the propereſt 
perſon: to be my huſhand.. | 8 
Accordingly, the wedding clothes and equipage 
being prepared, the day he fatal day was fixed ! 
on the morning of which, I went to the houſe of 
my brother-in-law Duke H——, who loved me 
tenderly, and took my leave of the family; a fa- 
mily which I ſhall always remember with love, 


honour, and eſteem. His Grace received me in 


the moſt affectionate manner, ſaying. at parting, 
& Lady W „if he does not uſe you well, I. 
will take you back again,” 

The bridegroom and I met at Ox chapel,, 
where the ceremony was performed by the biſhop- 
of W, in preſence of his Lordſhip's mother, 
my father, and another lady. The nuptial knox. 


being tied, we ſet out for our father's houſe in the: 


13 country,, 


band he had ſcarce ever touched... - 
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country, and proceeded full twenty miles on our 


journey, before my Lord opened his mouth; my 
thoughts having been all that time employed on 


ſomething quite foreign to my preſent ſituation, 


for I was then but a giddy girl of eighteen. At 


length my father broke ſilence, and clapping his 
Lordſhip on the ſhoulder, told him he was but a 


dull bridegroom; upon which, my Lord gave him 
to underſtand, that he was out of ſpirits. This 
dejection continued all the day, notwithſtanding 
the refreſhment of a plentiful dinner, which he 


ate upon the road; and in the evening we arrived 


at the place of our deſtination, where we were 
kindly received by my mother, though ſhe had no 
liking to the match, and, after ſupper, we retired 
to out apartment: . 
It was here that I had oecaſion to perceive the 
moſt diſagreeable contraſt between my preſent 
belp- mate and my former lord. Inſtead of flying 
to my arms with all the eagerneſs of love and rap- 
ture, this manly repreſentative ſat moping in a 
corner, like a criminal on execution-day, and 
owned he was aſhamed to bed a woman, whoſe 
I could not help being affected with this pufil- 
lanimous behaviour; I remembered Lord W— m, 
while I ſurveyed the object before me, and made 
ſuch a compariſon as filled me with horror and 


diſguſt: nay, to ſuch a degree did my averſion to 


this phantom prevail, that I began to ſweat with 
anguiſh at the thought of being ſubjected to his 
pleaſute: and when, after a long heſitation, he 
ventured to approach me, I trembled as. if I. had 
been expoſed to the embraces of a rattle-ſnake. 
Nor did the efforts of his love diminiſh this anti- 


hathy. His attempts were like the pawings of an 
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imp, ſent from hell to ſeize and torment ſome 
guilty wrerch, ſuch as are exhibited in ſome dra- 
matic performance, which I never ſee acted, with- 
out remembering-my wedding one By ſuch ſha- 


dowy, unſubſtantial, vexatious behaviour, was I 
tantalized, and robbed of my repoſe; and early 
next morning I got up, with a moſt ſovereign con- 
tempt for my bedfellow, who indulged Nimſelf 
ih dehnte 8 
HFaving paſſed a few days in this place, I went 
home with him to his houſe at Twickenham; and 
ſoon after, we were preſented at court, when the 
Qucen was pleaſed to ſay to my Lord's mother, 
ſne did not doubt that we ſhould be an happy 
couple, for I had been a good wife to my former 
huſband. | 1 rolla | 
Whatever deficiencies I had to complain of in 
my new ſpouſe, he was not wanting in point of 
liberality, I was preſented with a very fine cha- 
riot, ſtudded with filyer nails, and ſuch a profu- 
ſion of jewels, as furniſhed a joke to ſome of my 
acquaintance, who obſerved that I was former] 
queen of hearts, but now metamorphoſed into the 
queen of diamonds. I now alſo had an oppor- 
tunity (which I did not let flip), of paying Lord 
"'W——m's debts from my privy purſe; and, on 
that ſcore, received the thanks: of his. elder bro- 
ther, who (though he had undertaken to diſcharge 
them) delayed the execution of his purpoſe longer 
than I thought they ſhould remain unpaid. 'This 
- uncommon ſplendor attracted the eyes. and envy 
of my competitors, who were the more; implacable 
in their reſentments, becauſe, notwithſtanding my 
marriage, Lwas as much as ever followed by the 
men of gallantry and pleaſure, among whom it is 
. conſtant maxim, that a woman never withbolds 


"ay 19 ——— C, 
2 * e rr 4 + trio —— ON ee EE Sarer ans 
= PR > - 4 


92 THE ADVENTURES'OF. © 


her affrctions from her huſband, without an in- 
tention to beſtow them fomewhere elſe. I never 
appeared without a train of admirers ; and my 
houſe in the country was always crowded with gay 
young men of quality. . 
Among thofe who cultivated my good: graces. 
with the greateſt fill and affiduity, were the Earl 


The former of whom, in the courfe of his ad- 
dreſſes, treated me with an entertainment of ſur- 


priſing magnificence, diſpoſed into a dinner, ſup- 


per, and ball; to which L, at his defice, invited 
eleven ladies, whom he paired with the like num- 


ber of his own ſex; ſo that the whole company 


amounted to twenty- four. We were regaled with. 
a moſt elegant dinner, in an. apartment which was 


altogether ſuperb, and ſerved by gentlemen only, 
no livery ſervant being permitted to come within: 


the door. In the afternoon, we embarked in two- 
ſplendid barges, being attended. by a band of mu- 
fic in a third, and enjoyed a deligheful evening 


upon the river, till the twilight, when we return-. 


ed and began the ball, which was conduted with 


ſuch order and taſte, that micth and good humour 


prevailed. No diflatisfaction appeared, except in 
the countenance of ane old maid, ſince married. 
to a ſon of the Duke of ——, who, though ſhe. 


would not refuſe o partake of ſuch an agreeable. 


entertainment, was diſpleaſed that L ſhould have 
the honour of inviting. her. O baleful Envy !: 
thou ſelf-tormenting fiend |} How: doſt thou pre- 
dominate in all: aſſemblies, from the grand gala. 
of a court, to the meeting of ſimple peaſants at 
their harveſt- home! Nor is the prevalence of this. 


ſordid paſſion to be wondered at, is we conſiderr 


the: weaknefs, pride, and vanity of our ſex.. The: 
; f preſence:. 
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preſence of one favourite man ſhall poiſon the en- 
Joyment of a whole company, and produce the 
moſt rancorous enmity betwixt the cloſeſt friends. 
II ;danced with the maſter of the ball, who em- 

ployed all the artillery of his eloquence in making 
love; yet I did not liſten to his addreſſes, for he 


was not to my taſte, though he poſſeſſed an agree- 
able perſon, and a good acquired underſtanding; 
but he was utterly ignorant of that gentle prevail- 
ing art 'which I afterwards experienced. in Mr 
D——, and which was the only method he could 
have ſucceſsfully practiſed, in ſeducing a young 
woman like me, born with ſentiments of honour, 
and trained up in the paths of religion and virtue. 
This young gentleman was, indeed, abſolutely 
maſter. of thoſe infinuating qualifications which 
few women of paſſion and ſenſibility can reſiſt, 
and had a perſon every way adapted for profiting 
by theſe inſidious talents. He was well acquaint- 
ed with the human heart, conſcious of his own 
power and capacity, and exerciſed: theſe endow- 
ments with unwearied perſeverance. .. He was tall 
and thin, of a ſhape and ſize perfectly agreeable 
to my taſte, with large blue eloquent eyes, good 

teeth, and a long head turned to gallantry. His 
behaviour was the ſtandard of , politeneſs, and all 
his advances were conducted with the moſt pro- 
found reſpect, which is the moſt effectual expedi- 
ent a man can uſe againſt us, if he can find means 
to perſuade us that it proceeds from the exceſs 
and delicacy of his paſſion. It is no other than a 
ſilent compliment, by which our accompliſh- 

ments are continually: flattered, .and” pleaſes in 
proportion to the ſuppoſed underſtanding of bim 
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By theſe arts and advantages, this: confummate- 
Politician in love began by degrees to ſap the 
foundations of my conjugal faith: he ſtole imper- 
ceptibly into my affection, and, by dint of oppor- 
tunity, which he well knew how to improve, tri- 
umphed at laſt over all his rivals. 
Nor was he the only perſon that diſputed my 
heart with Earl C-— That nobleman was alſo 
rivalled by Lord C—- H—, a Scotſman, who 
had been an intimate and relation of my former 
huſband. Him I would have preferred to moſt of 
his competitors, and aCtually coqueted with him 
for ſome time ; but the amour was interrupted by 
his going to Ireland; upon which occaſion, un- 
derſtanding that he was but indifferently provided 
with money, I made him a preſent of 3 gold 
ſauff-box, in which was incloſed a bank-note; a 
trifling mark of my eſteem, which he afterwards 
' juſtified by the moſt grateful, friendly, and gen- 
teel behaviour; and as we correſponded by let- 
ters, TI frankly told him that Mr 8 — had-ſtept 
in, and won the palm from all the reſt of my ad- 

_ murers, | . e 5 
This new favourite's mother and ſiſters, who 
lired in the neighbourhood, were my conſtant 
companions; and, in conſequence of this inti- - 
macy, he never let a day paſs, without paying his 
reſpects to me in perſon ; nay, ſo ingenious. was 
he in contriving the means of promoting his ſuit, 
that whether 1 rode or walked, went abroad or 
ſtaid at home, he was always, of courſe, one of 
the party; ſo that his deſign ſeemed to engroſs his 
Whole vigilance and attention. Thus he ſtudied 
my diſpoſition, and eſtabliſhed himſeif in my good 
opinion at the ſame time. He found my heart 
was ſuſceptible of every tender impreſſion, Wd 
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faw that I was not free from the vanity of youth; 8 4 


he had already acquired my friendſhip and efteerng 
from which he knew there was a ſhort and eaſy 
tranſition to love. By his penetration chovſing 
proper ſeaſons for the theme, he urged it with 
fuch pathetic vows and artful adulation, as well 
might captivate a young woman of my complexion" 
and inexperience, and circumſtanced as I was, 
with a huſband whom I had ſuch reaſon to de- 

le. 1 HEE | 
1 Though he thus made an inſenſible progreſs in 
my heart, he did not find my virtue an eaſy con- 
queſt; and I myſelf was ignorant of the advan- 


tage he had gained, with regard to my inclina- 


- 


tions, until I was convinced of his ſucceſs by an 


alarm of jealoufy which I one day felt, at ſeeing 
him engaged in converſation with another lady. 
I forthwith recognized this ſymptom of love, with 
which I had been formerly acquainted, and trem- 
bled at the diſcovery of my own weakneſs. I un- 
derwent a ſtrange agitation and mixture of con- 
tracy ſenſations : I was pleaſed with the paſſion, 

yet aſhamed of avowing it even to my own mind. 
The rights of a huſband (though mine was but a 
nominal one) oceurred to my reflection, and vir- 
tue, modeſty, and honour, forbade me to cheriſn 

the guilty fame. 82 r 

; While I encouraged theſe laudable ſcruples, and 
reſolved to ſacrifice my love to duty and reputa- 
tion, my Lord was almoſt every day employed in 
riding poſt to my father, with complaints of my 
conduct, which was hitherto irreproachable; 
though the greateſt grievance which be pretended 
to have ſuffered, was my refuſing to comply with 
his deſire, when he entreated me to ly a whole 
hour every morning, with my neck uncovered, 
TIP: TED Te that 
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that by gazing, he might quiet the perturbation 
of his ſpirits. From this requeſt you may judge 
of the man, as well as of the regard I muſt enter- 
tain for his character and diſpoſition. ' 

During the whole Summer I was befieged by 
my artful undoer, and in the Autumn ſet out 


with my Lord for Bath, where, by reaſon of the 


intimacy that ſubſiſted between our families, we 
lived in the ſame houſe with my lover and his 
ſiſter, who, with another 9 young lady, 


accompanied us in this expedition. By this time 


Mr 8 — had extorted from me a confeſfion of a 
mutual flame, though I aſſured him that it ſhould 
never induce me to give up the valuable poſſeſſions 
of an unſpotted character, and a conſcience void 
of offence. I offered him all the enjoyment he 
could reap from an unreſerved eme of ſouls, 


abſtracted from any ſenſual conſideration. He 


eagerly embraced the Platonic propoſal, becauſe 
he had ſagacity enough to foreſee the iſſue of ſuch 
chimerical contracts, and knew me too well to think 
he could accompliſh his purpoſe without ſeeming 
to acquieſce in my own terms, and cultivating my 
tenderneſs under the ſpecious pretext. 19 

In conſequence of this agreement, we took all 


opportunities of ſeeing each other in private; and 
theſe interviews were ſpent in mutual proteſtations 


of diſintereſted love. This correſpondence, though 
dangerous, was (on my ſide) equally innocent and 


endearing; and many happy hours we paſs'd, be- 
fore my ſentiments were diſcovered. At length 


my lover was taken ill, and then my paſſion burſt 


cout beyond the power of concealment ; my grief 


and anxiety became ſo conſpictious in my counte- 


nance, and my behaviour was fo indiſcreet, that 


every - 
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evety body in the houſe perceived the ſituation of 


my thoughts, and blamed my conduct accordingly. 
Certain it is I was extremely imprudent, though 
intentionally innocent. I have lain whole nights 
by my lord, who teazed and tormented me for that 
which neither I could give, nor he could take, and 


ruminated on the fatal conſequence of this un- 


happy flame, until I was worked into a fever of 
diſquiet. I ſaw there was no ſafety but in flight, 
and often determined to baniſh myſelf for ever 
from the fight of this dangerous intruder. But 
my reſolution always failed at the approach of 
day, and my deſire of ſeeing him as conſtantly re- 
curred. So far was I from perſiſting in ſuch com- 
mendable determinations, that, on the eve of our 
departure from Bath, I felt the keeneſt pangs of 


ſorrow at our approaching ſeparation ;. and, as we 


could not. enjoy our private interviews at my 
houſe in town, I promiſed to viſit him at his own 
apartments, after he had ſwom by all that's ſa- 
cred, that he would take no finiſter advantage of 


my condeſcenfion, by preſuming upon the oppor= 


tunities I ſhould give. * | 


He kept his word; for he ſaw I truſted to it 


with fear and trembling, and perceived that my 


apprehenſion was not affected, but the natural 


concern of a young creature, diſtracted between 


love and duty, whom, had he alarmed, he never 


would have ſeen within his doors again. Inſtead 


of preſſing me with ſolicitations in favour of his 


paſſion, he was more than ever reſpectful and 
complaiſant-z-fo that I found myſelf diſengaged of 
all reſtraint, conducted the converſation, ſhortened 
and repeated my viſits, at my own-pleaſure, till, 
at laſt, I became fo accuſtomed to this communi. 

VoL. II. K TIS cation, 


Tk ADVENTURES or 


Cation, that his houſe was as familiar to me as my 
'S OWN. NBER r 
7 | Having in this manner ſecured himſelf in my 
confidence, he reſumed the favourite topic of love, 
and, warming my imagination by gradual adyances 
on the ſubject, my, heart began to pant. When be 
ſaw me thus moved, he ſnatched the favourable 
occaſion. to practiſe all his eloquence, and art, 1 
could not refit his energy, nor even fly from the 
temptation that aſſailed me, until he had obtained a 
promiſe, that he ſhould, at our next meeting, reap _ 
the fruits of his tedious expectation. Upon this 
condition I was permitted to retire, and bleſſed 
Heaven for my eſcape, fully determined to con- 
tinue in the path of virtue I had hitherto trod, 
and ſtifle the criminal flame, by which my peace 
and reputation were endangered. But his idea, 
which reigned in my beart without control, ſoon 
baffled all theſe prudent ſuggeſtions. EG 
I aw him again; and he reminded me of my 
promiſe, which I endeavoured: to evade with. af- 
feed pleaſantry; upon which he manifeſted the 
utmoſt diſpleaſure and chagrin, ſhedding ſome 
crocodile tears, and upbraiding me with levity and 
indifference, He obſerved, that he had ſolicited 
my favour for ten long months, without inter- 
miſſion, and imagined I had held out fo long on 
virzuous motives, only; but now he could plaialy 
perceive, that his want of ſucceſs had been owing 
to my want of affection; and that all my profeſ- 
ions were infincere : in a word, he perſuaded me, 
that his remonſtrances were juſt and-reaſonable, 
I could not fee the affliction: of a man I loved, 
when I knew it was in my power to remove it; 
and, rather than forfeit bis opinion of my ſincerity 
and love, I conſented to his with. My ou now 
5 utters 
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flutters at the remembrance of the dear, though 
fatal indiſcretion; yet I reflect without remorſe, 
and even remember it with pleaſure. 
If I could not avoid the cenſure of the world, 

I was reſolved: to bear it without repining; and 
ſure the guilt (if there was any in my conduct) 
was but venial ; for I conſidered myſelf as a per- 
ſon  abſolved of all matrimonial ties, by the in- 
Ggnificance of Lord ——, who, though a nomi- 
nal huſband, was, in fac, a mere non- entity. I 
_ therefore contracted a new engagement with wn 
lover, to which I reſolved to adhere with the mo 
ſcrupulous fidelity, without the leaſt intemiion of 
injuring my Lord or his relations; for, had our 
mutual paſſion produced any viſible effects, I would 
immediately have renounced and abandoned my 
huſband for ever, that the fruit of my love for Mr 
S—— might not have inherited, to the detriment 
of the right heir. This was my determination, 
which I thought juſt, if not prudent, and for 
which 1 have incurred the imputation of folly, in 
the opinion of this wiſe and honeſt generation, by 
whole example and advice, I have, ſince that time, 
been a little reformed in point of prudentials, 
thougb I ſtill retain a ſtrong tendency to return 
to my primitive way of thinking. 

When I quitted Mr 8 „after the ſacrifice 
IJ had made, and returned to my own bed, it may 
perhaps be ſuppoſed that I flept but little. Trus: 
I was kept awake by the joyful impatience of re- 
viſiting my lover. Indeed I neglected no oppor- 
tunity of flying to his arms: when Lord | 
was in the country, we enjoyed cach other's com- 
pany without interruption z but when he refided 
in town, our correſpondence was limited to ſtolen. 

| K 2 interviews,, 
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interviews, which were unſpeakably delicious, as 
genuine love preſided at the entertainment. 

Such was my happineſs, in the courſe of this 
tender communication, that to this day I remem-. 
ber it with pleaſure, though it has coſt me dear in 
the ſequel, and was at that time enjoyed at a con- 
ſiderable expence; for I devoted myſelf ſo entirely 
to my lover, who was deſirous of engroſſing my. 
time and thoughts, that my acquaintance, which 
was very numerous, juſtly accuſed me, of neglect, 
and, of conſequence, cooled in their friendfhips 8 
but I was al Jor love, or the world well loi: And 
were the ſame opportunity to offer, I would ach) 


the ſame conduct over again. 


Some there are who poſſibly may winder how 
1 could love twice with ſuch violence of affeQion :: 
but all ſuch obſervers muſt be unacquainted with 
the human heart. Mine was naturally adapted 
ſor the tender paſſions, and bad been ſo fortunate, 
fo cheriſhed in its firſt impreſſions, that it felt 
with joy the ſame ſenſations revive, when influ- 


enced by the ſame engaging qualifications. Cer- 


tain it is, I loved the ſecond time as well as the 


firſt, and better was impoſſible. I gave up my all 


for both: fortune, and my father's favour, for the 
one; reputation, ſriends, and ſortune for the o- 


ther. Let, notwithſtanding this intimate con- 


nexion, I did not relinquiſh the world all at 
once; on the contrary, I ſtill appeared at court, 
and attracted the notice and approbation of my 
royal patroneſs; I danced with the P— of N. 
a-circumſtance which ſo nearly affected Mr S——,,; 
who was preſent, that, in order to manifeſt. his, 
reſentment, he choſe the uglieſt woman in the 
ball for his partner; and a no ſooner n 

4 1s 
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bis uneafineſs, than J gave over, with a view of 
appeafing his: diſpleaſure. *. 
Without repeating particular circumſtances, let 
it ſuffice to ſav, our mutual paſhon was a perfect 
copy of that which had ſubſiſted between me and 
my dear Lord W——1. It was jealous, melt- 
ing, and delicate, and chequered with little acci- 
dents, which ſerve to animate and maintain the 
flame, in its firſt ardeney of rapture. When my 
lover was fick, I attended and nurſed him with 
indefatigable tendernefs and care; and during an 
indiſpoſition which 1 caught in the performance 
of this agreeable office, he diſcharged the obliga- 
tion with all the warmth of ſympathy and love. 
It was, however, judged neceſſary by the phy- 
ficians, that I ſhould uſe the. Bath waters for the 
recovery of my health; and I ſet out for that place, 
glad of a pretence to be abſent from Lord —, 
with whom I lived on very unhappy terms. He 
had, about nine months after our marriage, de- 
fired that we might ſleep in feparate beds, and 
gave a very whimheal reafon. for this propoſal. 
He faid, the immenſity of his love deprived him 
of the power of gratification, and that ſome com- 
merce with an object to which his heart was not 
attached, might, by diminiſhing the tranſports' of 
his ſpirits, reeompoſe his nerves, and enable him 
to enjoy the fruits of his good fortune. 
Tou may be fure I made no objeQtions to this: 
plan, which was immediately put in execution. 
Fe made his addreſſes to a nymph of Drury-lane, 
whoſe name (as he told me) was Mrs Rock. She 
made ſhift to extract ſome money from her pa- 
tient; but his infirmity was beyond the power of 
her art; chovgh ſhe made ſome miſchief between. 
us; and ] 3 my ſuſpicion. to Duke 
Fr | RE — 
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H=——, who intended to bare expoſtulated wien 


ber upon the ſubject; but ſhe got intimation of 
his deſign, and ſaved him the trouble, by a prect-- 
pitate retreat. 

After my return from the Bath, whoop Mr * 
and I had lived happily, until we were interrupted 
by tbe arrival of my huſband, his lordſhip: expreſſ- 
ed an inclination of being my bedfellow again. In 
this particular I defired to be excuſed. I would 


not be the firſt to propoſe the ſeparation, which, 


though uſual in other countries, is contrary to the 
cuſtom of England, being unwilling: to furniſh the 
leaſt handle for cenſure, as my character was ſtill 


unblemiſhed; yet, when the propoſal came from 


him, I thought myſelf entitled to refuſe a re- union, 
to which I accordingly objecten. 

This oppoſition produced a quarrel, which roſe 
to a ſtate of perpetual animoſity; ſo that we began 
to talk of parting. My Lord reliſned tbe expe- 


dient, agreeing to add three hundred pounds a 
year to my pin- money, which (by the by) was 
nevet paid; and I renounced all ſtate and gran- 


deur, to live in a ſmall houſe that I hired at Caſe- 


horton, where I paſſed my time for two months, 


in a moſt agreeable retirement, with my dear 
lover. At length I was diſturbed by the intruſion 
of my Lord, who moleſted me with viſits and ſo- 
licitations to return, pretending that he had chang- 


ed his mind, and inſiſting upon my compliance 
with his defire: 


I exhauſted my invention in endeavours to evade 
his requelt; but he perſecuted me without ceaſing 
ſo that I was fain to capitulate, on condition that 
he ſhould immediately ſet out for France; and that 
he ſhould not preſume to approach my bed till our 

arrival at Calais. We ann departed. = 

that 


— 
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that kingdom; and, far from infringing the leaſt. 
article of our treaty, his Lordſhip did not inſiſt 
upon his privilege, before we reached the capital 
f Fran, | | 1 
. Meanwhile, I began to feel the effect of my 
paſſion in a very intereſting manner, and commu- 
nicated my diſcovery to the dear author of it, who 
would not leave me in ſuch an affecting ſituation, 
but took the firſt opportunity of follow ing us to 
Franc. 1 

In our road to Paris, we ſtopped to viſit Chan- 
tilly, a magnificent Chateau belonging to the 
prince of Conde, and there met by accident with 
ſome Engliſh noblemen to whom I was known. 
The prince and his ſiſtets invited me very politely 
into the gallery where they ſat... They compli- 
mented me on my perſon, and ſeemed to admire 
my dreſs, which was altogether new to them, 
being a blue Engliſh riding-habit trimmed with | 
gold, and an hat with a feather. They were 
particularly well pleaſed with my hair, which 
hung down to my wailt, and preſſed me to ſtay 
a fortnight at their houſe; an invitation which I 
was very much mortified at being obliged to re- 
- Fuſe, becauſe my lord did not underſtand the 
French language. I was enchanted with the place 


and the company, the women being amiable, and 


the men polite; nor were they ſtrangers to m 
name and ftory.; for Mr 8—— calling at the 
ſame place a few days. after, they rallied him on 
my account. 3 „VVL 
When we arrived at Paris, the firſt thing I 
did was to metamorphoſe myſelf into a French 
woman. I cut off my hair, hid a very good 
complexion of my own with rouge, reconciled 
myſelf to powder, which I had never uſed be fore, 


| Put : 
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put on a robe with a large hoop, and went to 
the Thuilleries, full of ſpirits and joy; for at that 
time every thing conſpired to make me happy. 
J had health, youth and beauty, love, vanity and 
affluence, and found myſelf ſurrounded with di- 
verſions, which were gay, new and "apreeable.. 
My appearance drew upon me the eyes of the 
whole company, who conſidered me as a ſtranger, 
but not a foreigner, fo completely was I equipped 
in the faſhion of the French ; and when they un- 

derſtood who I was, they applauded my perſon 
with the moſt laviſh eneomiums, according to their 
known politeneſs, © So 39 v1, 
After having made a circuit round all the pub. 
lic places of entertainment in Paris, I was intro- 
duced into company, by an Engliſh family reſid- 


jng in that eity; and, among others, became ac- 


quainted with à French lady, whoſe charms were 
remarkably attractive. The Duke of K-—_— was: 
her admirer ; but ſhe lived in reputation with her 
mother and an agreeable ſiſter, whoſe-lover' was 
the Prince of C——;, (for almoſt every lady in 
France has her Amanzt.) 5. FRF TENG: 7 


With this charming woman, whoſe name was: 
Madame De la 'T——, I often made parties of 
pleaſure. The duke, Mr S——, ſhe'and I, uſed 
to meet in the Bois de Boulogne, which is a plea- 
{ant wood at a ſmall diſtance from Paris, 'whither: 
the company repairs, in the ſummer-ſeafon, for 
the benefit of the air; and after having amuſed 
ourſelves among the groves, embarked in his. 
Grace's equipage, which was extremely elegant, 
being a ealaſh drawn by fix fine long-tatled greys, 
adorned with ribbons in the French taſte; and 
thus we were conducted to a little enchanted; or, 


at leaſt, enchanting palace, poſſeſſed by the Dukes 
| | 2 : . at: 
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at one end of the town. The lower apartment, 
appropriated to me, was furniſhed with yellow 
and filver, the bed ſurrounded with looking= 
glaſſes, and the door opened into the garden, laid 
out in a cradle- walk, and intervening parterres of 
roſes and other flowers. Above ſtairs my female 
companion lodged, in a chamber furniſhed with 
chintz. We ſupped altogether in the ſaloon, 
which, though ſmall, was perfectly elegant. The 
company was always good-humoured, the conver=, 
ſation ſprightly and joyous, and the ſcene, ode, of | 
often repeated, ſtill delightful and entertaining. 
At other times, Mr $—— and I uſed to paſs 
our evenings at the palace of the Prince of C 51 
which his higbneſs lent us for our accommoda- 
tion. The apartments opened into the gardens of 
the Luxembourg, and were, in point of mag nifi- 
cence, ſuitable to the owner. _'Thither I uſed to 
repair in a flaming equipage, on pretence of viſit- 
ing, and ſpent the beſt part of the night with 
bim, who was dearer to me than all the princes. 
in the world. 
While I was happily engaged in theſe raviſhing 
Pens my little Lord was employed in efforts to 
over his health by reſtoratives; and I know not 
what; for be ſtill lamented the enfeebling effects 
of his paſſion, and complained, that he loved me 
more like an angel than a woman, though he 
ſtrove to govern his affection according to the 
doctrines of the Chriſtian religion, as he regu- 
lated his life by the maxims of Charles the twelfth- 
of Sweden. T he meaning of this declaration L 
could never learn; and, indeed, I have been often. 
tempted. to believe be had no meaning at all... 
Be that as it will, I found my ſize vißbly i in- 
creaſing, and my ſituation extremely, uneaſy, on: 
| account 
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account of the perpetual wrangling which prevail 
ed betwixt us, in confequence of his defiring to- 
ſleep with me again, after we had parted beds for 
the ſecond time: and, that I might be no longer 
expoſed to ſuch difagreeable perſecution, I re- 
ſolved to leave him, though at the hazard of my 
| ONT 
Thus mined; I went to the Britiſh Abs 
ſador in a backney-coach and, in order to dif- 
guife my youth, which might have prepoſſeſſed 
him againſt my judgment, muffled myſelf up in 
a black hood, which, (as he ſaid) inſtead of lending 
an air of gravity to my countenance, added a wild- 
neſs to my looks, which was far from being diſagree- 
able. He had been a gallant man in his youth, 
and even then, though well ſtricken in years, was 
not inſenſible to the power of beauty. This diſ- 
poſition, perhaps, rendered bim more favourable. 
to my cauſe, though he at firſt adviſed me to re- 
turn to my hoſband ; but finding me obſlinate, he 
undertook to ſerve me in my own way, and pro- 
cure a protection from the French king, by virtue 
of which, I could live at Paris unmoleſted by my 
Lord. Nevertheleſs, he adviſed me (if I was de- 
termined to leave him) to make the beſt of ay" 
way n England, and ſue for a divorce. ' : 
I reliſhed his opinion, and concealed .mydelF> 
about three days in Paris, during which I borrow- 
ed fome linen; for, as it was i ible to con- 
vey any thing out of my own Bouſe without ſuſ- 
picion, E had neither clothes for nene 
ton, nor a ſervant to wait on me. 
In this ſolitary condition I took the road to 
Flanders, after I had put my Lord upon a wrong 
ſcent, by writing a letter to him, dated at Calais, 
and {ravpticd through an unknown e with- 
*; out 
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out any other attendant than the poſtillion, bein 
ſubjected to this inconvenience by the laws 4 
France, which are fo. ſevere in ſame particulars, 
that if any; perſon had been apprehended with me, 
he would have ſuffered. death, for going off with 
a man's wife 3 though any man might go to bed 
with the fame woman, without fear of incurring 
any legal puniſhment, J. e | & 
I | proceeded night and day without intermiſ- 
fion, that 1 * * the ſooner reach Flanders, 
where I knew I ſttould be ſafe: and as the nights 
were exceſſively cold, I was fain to wrap myſelf 
up in flannel, which I bought for the purpoſe, as 
J had no clothes to keep me warm, and travelled 
in an open chaiſe, . While we paſſed through 
dreary woods, quite remote from the habitations 
of men, I was not without apprehenſion of being 
ſtripped and murdered by the poſtillion; and, in 
all probability, owed my ſaſety to the indigence of 
my appearance, which might alſo protect me in 
two miſerable places where I was obliged to ly, 
before I got out of the territories, of France; for, 
as I could not reach the great towns where I in- 
tended to lodge, I was under the neceſſity of put- 
ting up at little wretched bovels, where no pro- 
viſion was to be had, but four brown bread and 
ſourer cheeſe; and every thing ſeemed to denote 
the dens, of deſpair and aſſaſſination 
I I made ſhift, however, to ſubſiſt on this face, 
uncomfortable as it was, confided in the means 
neſs of my equipage for the ſecurity of my perſon, 
and at length arriving at Bruſſels, fixed my quar- 
ters in the Hotel de Flandre (ſo well known to the 
Engliſh fince) where I thought myſelf extremely 
happy in the accompliſhment of my flight. 


I bad 


— 
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I had not been full two days in this place, 
1 [ was bleſſed with the light of my lover, who 
followed me on the wings of love, in purſuance 
of the plan we had projected before my departure 
from Paris. Here we concerted meaſures for pro- 
ceeding to England. I hired a tall fine Liegeoiſe 
for a maid ; and, ſetting out for Oſtend, we em- 
barked in a veſſel, in which Mr S—— had beſpoke 
our paſſage. Our voyage was ſhort and proſper- 
ous, and the time (moſt agreeably ſpent in the 
company of my dear partner, who was a moſt en- 
gaging man in all reſpects, as I dare wy my Lady 
O—— has ſince found him. 

I aſſumed a fictitious name, took private lodg- 
ings in Poland- ſtreet, retained lawyers, and com- 
menced a ſuit for ſeparation againſt my lord. 1 
communicated the reaſons of my elopement to my 
father, who was ſhocked and ſurpriſed at my con- 
duct, which he condemned with expreſſions of ſor- 
row and reſentment. But the ſtep was taken; nor 
did I repent of what I had ae except on his 
account. 
- In the morning after my artiva] at Aa I 
waited upon the Lord Chief Juſtice, to whom I 
complained of the uſage I had received from my 
Lord, whoſe temper was teazing, tireſome, and 
intolerably capricious. Indeed, his behaviour was 
a ſtrange compound of madneſs and folly, ſeaſon- 
ed with a ſmall proportion of ſenſe: no wonder 
then that I, who am hot and haſty, ſhould be 
wretched, under the perſecution of ſuch a per- 
verſe humouriſt, who uſed to terrify me, and 
ſcold at me the whole night without intermiſſion, 
and ſhake my pillow from time to time, that I 
might not ſleep, while he tormented me with his 
diſagrecable nen I haye been often 
irightened 
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ſrightened almoſt out of my ſenſes, at ſeeing him 
convulſed with the moſt unreaſonable paſſion ; and 
chagrined to the higheſt degree of diſguſt, to find 
(by repeated obſervation) his diſpoſition ſo prepoſ- 
terous, that his ſatisfaction and diſpleaſure never 
depended upon the cauſe he had to be ſatisfied or 
diſobliged ; but, on the contrary, when he had 
moſt reaſon to be pleaſed, he was always moſt diſ- 
contented, and very often in good humour, when 
He had reaſon enough for vexation. . 
While I lived in Poland-ftreet, I was engaged 

| with lawyers, and ſo often viſited by my father, 
F that I could not dedicate my whole time, as uſu- 
. al, to my lover; nor was it convenient that he 
ſhould be ſeen in my company. He therefore took 
a ſmall houſe at Camberwell, whither I went as 
often as I had an opportunity; and maintained 


| the correſpondence with ſuch eagerneſs and induſ- 
] try, that although I was ſix months gone with child, 
| I have often, by myſelf, ſet out for his habitation, 


in an hackney coach, at eleven o'clock at night, 
and returned by fix in the morning, that I might 
be in my own bed, when my father came to ſee 
me; for I concealed my amour, as well as the ef- 
fects of it, from his knowledge, and frequently 
took water from the Bridge, that my motions 
might not be diſcovered. Nothing but the moſt 
paſſionate love could have ſupported my ſpirits un- 
der ſuch viciſſitudes of fatigue, or enabled my ad- 
mirer to ſpend whole days by himſelf in ſuch a ſo- 
| Ulitary retirement. 

: By this time, my Lord was arrived in England, 
and employed in diſcovering the place of my re- 
treat; fo that I lived in continual alarm, and pro- 
vided myſelf with a ſpeaking trumpet, which ſtood 
by my bed-fide, to be uſed in calling for aſſiſtance, 


<7 — "Sas, a * 


110 THE ADVENTURES OP: / 


in caſe my purſuer ſhould make an attack upon 
my. lodgings 5 et 11 34 | | 
This fituation being extremely uncomfortable, 
I had no ſooner began my proceſs againſt him 
than I put myſelf entirely under the protection ab 


Mr S$——;, who conducted me to the houſe of a 
ſriend of bis who lived in the country, where I 


was ſecure from the attempts of, my huſband. 


The world had now. given me up, and I had re- 


nounced the world with the moſt perfect reſigna- 
tion. I weighed in my own breaſt what I ſhould 
loſe in point of character, with what L ſuffered in 
ray, peace at home, and found, that my reputation 


was not to be preſerved, except at the expence of 


my. quiet, (for his Lord{hip was. not. diſpoſed to 
make me; eaſy, had I been never ſo diſcreet). I 


therefore determined to give up a few ceremonial 


viſuts, and empty profeſſions, for the more ſubſtan- 
tial enjoyments of life. 


amuſements with this friend of Mr S——, until 
the term of my reckoning was almoſt expired; then 
returned to London, and took lodgings in South» 
ampton- ſtreet, where I began to make preparae» 
tions for the approaching occaſion. Here I pro- 
poſed to live with the utmoſt circumſpection. I 
diſguiſed my. name, ſaw nobody but my lawyer 


and lover, and never approached the window, left 


1 ſhould be diſcavered by accident, 8 
Notwithſtanding theſe precautions, my French 
maid, whom I had ſent for ſome of my clothes, 
was dogged in her return, and next morning my 
Lord took, my. ladgings by ſtorm. Had he given 
the aſſault in his own. perſon only, I make no 
doubt but he would have ſuffered a repulſe, from 


the oppoſition of the Liegeoiſe, who made all the 
| 0 _  _rehiſtance. 


— 


We paſſed our time very e in various 
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reſiſtance in her power, but was obliged to give 
way to ſuperior number. 5 
Ie Was at that time a-bed, and hearing an unu- 
ſual noife below, rung the bell, in order to know 
the cauſe of ſuch diſturbance. I drew my curtain 
at the ſame time, and who ſhould I ſee entering 
my chamber but his Lordſhip, attended by a con- 
ſtable, and the footman who had diſcovered my 
retreat |. | | 

Such an unexpected viſit could not fail to af- 
ſect me with ſurpriſe and conſternation : how- 
ever, | ſummoned all my fortitude to my aid, and, 
perceiving the fellows were about to open my win- 
dow-thatters, deſired their principal to order them 
don ſtairs, He readily complied with my re- 
queſt, and, fitting down by my bed-fide, told me, 
with an air of triumph, that he had found me at 
laſt ; and I frankly owned that I was heartily ſor- 
ry for his ſucceſs. Inſtead of upbraiding me with 
my eſcape, he proceeded to entertain me with all 


the news in town, and gave me a minute detail 


of every thing which had happened to him ſince 
our parting; among other articles of intelligence, 
Fa me to underſtand, that he bad challenged 
Mr 8——, who refuſed to fight him, and was 
in difgrace with the prince of 'W-—— on that ac- 
count. ITT 1-03-3902 LE 1 

But here bis Lordſhip did not ſtrictly adhere to 
the naked truth : he had, indeed, before; our de- 
Parture from the country, gone to my lover, and 
inſiſted upon having ſatisfaction in Hyde-park, 
two days from the date of his demand, and at 
three o'clock in the afternoon. S——, believing 
him in earneſt, accepted the invitation; though he 


obſetved, that theſe affairs could not be diſcuſſed 
too foon, and wiſhed the time of meeting might 
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be at an earlier hour. But his Lordſhip did not 
chooſe to alter the circumſtances of his firſt.pro- 
poſal ; and when he. went away, ſaid he ſhould 
expect him at the appointed time and place, if it 
did not rain. | | | HRP 

His antagoniſt gave me an account of the con- 
verſation, when I aſſured him the whole buſineſs 
would end in ſmoke. Accordingly, my Lord ſent 


him a letter on Monday, deſiring that the aſſig- 


nation might be deferred till Thurſday, that he 
might have time to ſettle his affairs, and pay S— 
an hundred pounds which he had formerly bor- 
rowed of him. When Thurſday came, he was 
favoured with another epiſtle, importing, that the 
challenger had changed his mind, and would ſeek 
ſatisfaction at law. Thus ended that heroic ex- 
ploit, which his Lordſhip now boaſted of with ſuch 
arrogant miſrepreſentation. : | 

Whilſt he regaled me with theſe intereſting par- 
ticulars, -I was contriving a ſcheme to fruſtrate 
the diſcovery he had made; ſo that I did not con- 
tradict his aſſertions, but told him, that if he would 
go down ſtairs, I would riſe and come to breakfaſt. 
He conſented to this propoſal with great chearful- 
neſs; and I own I was not a little ſurpriſed to find 
him, at this firſt interview, in as good a humour 
as if nothing had happened to interrupt the felici- 
ty of our matrimonial union. Sh 


It coſt me ſome invention to conceal my condi» 
tion from his notice, being now within a week of 


the expected criſis ; but I knew I had to do with a 


man of no great penetration, and ſucceeded in my 
attempt accordingly. We breakfaſted with great 


harmony, and 1 invited him to dinner, after hav- 
ing prevailed upon him to ſend away his myrmi- 


dong, whom, nevertheleſs, he ordered to return 
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at eleven o'clock: at night. We converſed toge- 
ther with great gaiety and mirtb. When I rallied 
kim for viſiting me in ſuch a diſhabille, he ſtood 
a tip*toe to view himſelf in the glaſs, and owning 
1 was in the right, ſaid he would go and dreſs 
kimſelf before dinner. 

He accordingly went away, charging my maid 
to give him entrance at his return; and he was 


no ſooner gone than I wrote to Mr S-—, giving 


him an account of what had happened. Then, 
without having determined upon any certain plan, 
I huddled on my clothes, muffled myſelf up, and 
calling a chair, went to the next tavern, where T 
ſtayed no longer than was ſufficient to change my 
vehicle; and, to the aſtoniſnment of the drawers, 


* 


who could not conceive the meaning of my pet- 
turbation, proceeded to a ſhop in the neighbours. 


hood; where 1 diſmiſſed my ſecond chair, and pro- 
ured an hackney-coach, in which I repaired to 
the lodgings of my lawyer, whom I could truſt. 
Haring made him acquainted with the circum- 


ſtances of my diſtreſs, and conſulted him abont a 


proper place of retreat, after fome recollection he 
- girefted me to a little houſe in a court, to Which, 
by the aſſiſtance. of my lover, my woman and 
clothes were fafely conveyed that ſame evening. 
My Lord, however, came to dinner, according 
10 invitation, and did*not ſeem at all alarmed 
when my maid told him I was gone, but ſtepped: 
to my lawyer, to know if he thought I ſhould re- 
tuin. Upon bis anſwering in the affirmative, 
and advifing his Lordſhip to go back in the mean 
time, and eat the chnner I had provided, he very 
. deliberately took his advice, made a very hearty: 


meal, drank his bottle of wine, and, as 4 did not: 
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return according to his expeQation, withdrew, in 


order to conſult his aſſociates. 


This motion of his furniſhed my woman with 


an opportunity of making her retreat; and when 
he returned at night, the coſt was clear, and he 
found nobody in the houſe but a porter, who. 
had been left to take care of the furniture. He 
was ſo enraged at this diſappointment, that he 
made a furious noiſe, which raiſed the whole 
neighbourhood, reinforced his crew with the au- 


. thority of a juſtice of the peace, tarried in the 
ſtreet. till three o'clock in the morning, diſcharg- 


ed a lodging he had hired at a barber's ſhop op- 


polite to the houſe from which I had eſcaped, and 


retired: with the comfortable reflection of having 
done every thing which man could do to. retrieve 
me. 2 F541 2 

The hurry of fpirits, and ſurprize I had under- 
gone in effecting this retreat, produced ſuch a 
diſorder in my conſtitution, that I began to fear 


1 ſhould be delivered before I could be provided 


with neceffaries for the occaſton. I ſignified my 
apprehenfion to Mr S——, who, with infinite 
care and concern, endeavoured to find a more 


convenient place; and, after all his enquiries, 


was obliged to fix upon a paltry apartment in the 
city, though his tendernefs was extremely ſhock= 
ed at the neceſſity of chooſing it. However, there 


was no remedy, nor time to be loſt : to this mi- 


ſerable habitation I was carried in an hackney 


coach; and, though extremely ill, bore my fate 
with ſpirit and reſignation, in. teſtimony of my 


fincere and indelible attachment to my lover, for 


whoſe eaſe and pleafure I could: have ſuffered 
every inconvenience, and even facrificed my 


*. .* 


Immediately 
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| Immediately after I bad taken poſſeſſion of my 
wretched apartment, 1 was conſtrained by my in- 
diſpoſition to go to bed, and ſend for neceſſary 
help; and in a few hours a living pledge of my 
love and indiſcretion ſaw the light, though the ter- 


rors and fatigue 1 had undergone had affected this 
little innocent ſo ſeverely, that it ſcarce diſcovered 


any viſible ſigns of life. 


My grief at this misfortune was inexpreſlible. 
I forthwith diſpatched a meſſage to the dear, the 
anxious father, who flew to my arms, and ſhared 
my. forrow with all the gentleneſs of love and 
parental fondneſs; yet our fears were (for that 
time) happily diſappointed by the recovery of our 
infant daughter, who was committed to the charge 
df a nurſe in the neighbourhood ; ſo that I could 
every day be fatisfied in my inquiries about her 
health. 'Thus I continued a whole fortnight in a 
ſtate of happineſs and tranquillity, being blefſed 
with the converſation and tender offices of my ad- 
mirer, whoſe love and attention I wholly engroſ- 


fed. In a word, he gave up all buſineſs and a- 


muſement, and concentred all his care and aſ- 
fiduity in miniſtering to my eaſe and ſatisfaction. 
And ſure I had no cauſe. to regret what I had ſuf- 
fered on his account. 

But this my agreeable ſituation was one day 
diſturbed by a moſt alarming accident, by which 
my life was drawn into imminent danger. 'The 


room under my bed-chamber took fire; I imme- 


diately ſmelled it, and ſaw the people about me 


in the utmoſt perplexity and conſternation, though 


they would not own the true cauſe of their con- 
fuſion, left my health ſhould ſuffer in the fright. 
Nevertheleſs, I was ſo calm in my enquiries, that 


_ they * to o tell me my ſulpicion was but tqo 


juſt: 
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fuſt : upon which I gave ſuch directions ab I 
thought would ſecure me from catching cold, in 
cafe there ſhould be a neceſſity for removing me; 


but the fire being happily extingujched, I eſcaped 


that ceremony, which might-tiave caſt me my 
life. Indeed it was furprifing, that the avitation 
of my ſpirits did not produce ſome fatal effect 
upon my conſtitution; and I looked upon my de- 

liverance as the protection of a particular provi - 
Wha ·ů ů 42 5 8 20 1 
- "Though I eſcaped the hazard of a ſudden remo- 
val, I found it was high time to change my lodp+ 


ings, becauſe the neighbours, ruſhing into the 
houſe, upon the alarm of fire, had diſcovered my 


ſituat ion, though they were ignorant of my name; 


and I did not think myſelf fafe in being the ſub- 
jet of their eonjectures. Mr S—— therefore 


procured another apartment, with better accom- 
modation, to which I was carried, as ſoon as my 
health would admit of my removal; and ſoon af 


ter, my Lord wrote to me by the hands of my 


lawyer, earneſtly intreating me to drop my pro- 
ſecution, and come home. But I would not com- 


-ply with his requeſt ; and nothing was farther 2 


from my intention than the deſire of receiving 
any favours at his hands, | 


- . 


Thus repulſed, he ſet on foot. a moſt accurate 
ſearch for my perſon; in the courſe of which he 
is ſaid to have detected ſeveral ladies and young: 
girls, who had reaſons for keeping themſelves con- 
cealed; and had like to have been very feverely 


handled for his impertinent eurioſity. Being un- 


ſucceſsful] in all his attempts, he entered into a 


s 


treaty with one Sir R-- H, a perſon of a 


very indifferent character, who undertook to fur- 
niſh him with an infallible expedient to * 47 
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the place of my abode, if he would gratify him 
with a bond for a thouſand pounds; which be- 
ing executed accordingly, this worthy knight ad- 
vertiſed me and my maid in the public papers, 
offering one hundred pounds as a reward to any 
perſon who ſhould diſcloſe the place of our retire- 
ment. | | 

As ſoon as the paper fell into my hands, I was 
again involved in perplexity; and being afraid of 
ſtaying in town, reſolved, with the concurrence 
of my lover, to accept of an invitation I had re- 
ceived from the Duke of K—-—, who had by 
this time arrived in England, with that lady whom 
I have already mentioned, as one of our parties 
at Paris, Having viſited my little infant, I next 
day ſet out for the Duke's country-ſeat, which is 
a molt elegant chateau, and ſtands in a charming 
ſituation. Mr S$—— followed in a few days; we 
met with a very cordial reception; his Grace was 
civil and good-natured, lived nobly, and loved 
pleaſure; Madame la 1 — was formed to pleaſe; 
there was always a great deal of good company 
in the houſe; ſo that we paſſed our time agreeably 
in playing at billiards and cards, hunting, walk- 
ing, reading and converſation. 1 1 

But my terms of happineſs were generally of 
ſhort duration. In the midſt of this felicity I 
was overtaken by a moſt ſevere affliction, in the 
death of my dear hapleſs infant, who had ingroſ- 
ſed a greater ſhare of my tenderneſs, than per- 
haps I even ſhould have paid to the offspring of a 
legitimate contract, becauſe the citcumſtance of 
her birth would have been an unſurmountable 
misfortune to her through the whole courſe of her 
life, and rendered her abſolutely dependent on my 
love and protection, = 


While 
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White J till lamented the untimely, fate of this 
fair bloſſom, Lord —— came down, and-demand- 
ed me as his wife; but the ſuit which I then main- 

tained againſt him; deprived him, for the preſent, 
of an huſband's right; and therefore the Duke 
would not deliver me into his hands. 

In ſix months he repeated his viſit and demand; 
and an agreement was patched up, in confequence 
of which I conſented to live in the ſame houſe 

with him, on condition that he ſhould never de- 
5 to fleep with me, or take any other meaſure 

to diſturb my peace; otherwiſe I ſhould be at li- 
berty to leave him again, and entitled to the pro · 
viſion of a ſeparate maintenance. To theſe arti- 
cles Jaſſented, by the advice of my lawyers, with 
a view of obtaining the payment of my pin-mo- 
| ney, which I had never received ſince our parting, 
but ſubiſted on the fate of my jewels, which were 
very conſiderable, and had been preſented to me 
with full power of alienation. As to my lover, 
he had no fortune to fupport me; and, for that 
reaſon, I was {CA cautious of Penny 
his expence, 

We had now enjoyed euch other? 8 company for 
Ne years, during which our mutual paſſion had 
ſuffered no abatement, nor had my happineſs been 
mixed with any confiderable allay, except that 
Jate ſtroke of Providence which I have already 
mentioned, and the reflection of the forrow that 
"my conduct had intailed upon my dear father, 
whom I loved beyond expreſſion, and whom no- 
thing could have compelled me to diſoblige but a 
more powerful flame, that prevailed” over every 
other confideration. As I was now forced to 
break off this enchanting correſpondence, it is 
not to be doubted that our W coſt us the moſt 
74 acute 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 119 


acute ſenſations of grief and - diſappointment. 
However, there was no remedy. I tore myſelf 
from bis arms, took my leave of the family, af- 
ter having acknowledged my. obligations to the 
Duke, and fet out for the place of rendezvous, 
where I was, met by my Lord, attended by a ſtew- 
ard whom he bad lately engaged, and who was 
one chief cauſe of our future ſeparations. My 
Lord having quitted his houſe in town, conducted 
me to his lodgings in Pall Mall, and inſiſted up- 
on ſleeping with me the firſt night; but I refuſed 
to gratify his defire, on the authority of our agree- 
ment. ; 79512 | 
This diſpute produced a quarrel, in conſequence 
of which 1 attempted to leave the houſe. He 
endeavouring to prevent my retreat, I fairly lock- 
ed him in, ran down ſtairs, and, calling an hack» 
ney coach, made the beſt of my way into the ei- 
ty, to my father's lodgings, where I lay, the fa- 
mily being. in town, though he himſelf was in 
the country. I wrote to him immediately, and 
when he came to London, declared my intention 
of ſeparating from my Lord, in which, ſeeing 
me obſtinate and determined, he at length acquict- 
ced, and a formal ſeparation accordingly enſued, 
which at that time I thought binding and immut- 
able. i 
Iz was now fheltcred under the wings of an in- 
dulgent father, who had taken me into favour | 
again, on the ſuppoſition that my commerce with 
Mr $—— was abſolutely at an end. Neverthe- 
leſs, though we had ſeparated, in all appearance, 
for. ever, we- had previoufly agreed to maintain 
our correſpondence in private interviews, which 
ſhould- eſcape the notice pf the world, with 
Food a Peg: ral Th which 
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which I was again obliged to take ſome mea- 

N | 
Our parting at the Duke of K———s houſe 
in the country, was attended with all the genuine 
marks of ſincere and reciprocal affection, and I 
lived in the ſweet hope of ſeeing him again, in 
all the tranſport of his former paſſion, when my 
lawyer, who received my letters, brought me a 
| billet one night, juſt as I had gone to bed. See- 
Ing the ſuperſcription of S——'s hand-writing, I 
opened it with all the impatience of an abſent lo- 
ver. But how ſhall I deſcribe the aſtoniſhment 
and conſternation with which I was ſeized, when 
I peruſed the contents! Inſtead of the moſt ten- 
der vows and proteſtations, this fatal epiſtle began 
with, Madam, the beſt thing you can do is to return 
ꝛ0 your father ; or ſome cold and killing expreſſion, 
to that effect. I 5 
Heaven and earth! what did I feel at this dire 
conj uncture! The light forſook my eyes, a cold 
{weat bedewed my limbs, and I was overwhelm- 
ed with ſuch a torrent of ſorrow and ſurprize, 
that every body preſent believed I would have 
died under the violent agitation. They endea- 
voured to ſupport my ſpirits with repeated draughts 
of ſtrong liquor, which had no ſenſible effect up- 
on my conſtitution, though for eight whole years 
I had drank nothing ſtronger than water; and I 
muſt have infallibly periſhed in the firſt ecſtacy of 
my grief, had it not made its way in a fit of tears 
and exclamation, in which I continued all night, 
to the amazement of the family, whom my con- 
dition had alarmed, and raiſed from their repoſe. 
My father was the only perſon who gueſſed the 
cauſe of my affliction. He ſaid he was ſure I had 
received ſome ill uſage in a letter or meſſage 1 
| that 
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that raſcal 5 
neſs of paſſion). 

At mention of that name, my agony redoubled 
to ſuch a degree, that all who were preſent wept 
at ſight of my deplorable condition. My poor fa- 
ther ſhed a flood of tears, and conjured me to tell 
him the cauſe of my diſquiet: upon which, ra- 
ther than confeſs the truth, I amuſed his concern, 
by pretending that my lover was ill. The whole 
family having ſtayed by me till I was a little more 
compoſed, left me to the care of my maid, who 
put me into bed about fix in the morning. But I 
enjoyed no reſt: I revolved every circumitance of 
my conduct, endeavouring to find out the cauſe 
of this fatal change in S——'s diſpoſition; and 
as I could recolle nothing which could juſtly 
give offence, concluded that ſome malicious per- 
{ons had abuſed his ears with ſtories to my preju- 
dice. | by 
With this conjecture I got up, and ſent my 
lawyer to him with a letter, wherein I inſiſted up- 
on Eins him, that I might have an opportunity 
ol juſtifying myſelf in perſon; a talk which would 
be eaſily performed, as I had never offended, bur 

in loving too well. I waited with the moſt anxi- 
ous impatience for the return of my meſſenger, 
who brought me an anſwer couched in the coldeſt 
terms of civility which indifference could dictate; 
acknowledging, however, that he had nothing to 
lay to my charge, but that it was for the good of 
us both we ſhould part He ought to have re- 
feed on that before, not after I had ſacrificed 
my all for his love! I was well nigh diſtracted 
by this confirmation of his incon!tancy; and I 
Vonder to this day how I retained the uſe of rea- 
fon, under fuch circumſtances of horror and de- 
Vol. III. M pair 


„(ſo he termed him in the bitter- 
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pair! My grief laid allde all decoruln and re- 
ſtraint; I told my father that 8—.— was dy- 
ing, and that I would viſit him with all expedi- 
tion. 

Startled at the propoſal, this careful parent de- 


monſtrated the fatal conſequence of ſuch an un- 


guarded ſtep; reminded me of the difficulty with 
which he had prevailed upon my mother and 
uncle to forgive my former imprudence obſerved, 

that his 1 intention was to carry me into the den- 
try next year, in order to effect a perfect reconci- 
liation; but now I was on the brink of forfeiting 
all pretenſions to kheir regard, by committing an- 
other fatal error, which could not poſſibly be re- 
trieved; and that, for his part, whatever pangs it 


might cet him, he was reſolved to baniſh me from 


his ſight for ever. 

While, he uttered. this declaration, the tears 
trickled down his cheeks, and he ſeemed over- 
whelmed with the keeneſt forrow and mortifica- 
tion; ſo it may be eaſily conceived what were the 


impreſſions of my grief, "reinforced with the af- 


flickion of a father whom I dearly loved, and the 
conſciouſneſs of being the cauſe of all his diſquiet. 
J was ſtruck dumb with remorſe and wo; and 
when I recovered the uſe of ſpeech, I told him 


how ſenfible I was of his great goodneſs and hu- 


manity, and owned bow little 1 deſerved his fa- 
vour and affection; that the ſenſe of my own un- 


worthineſs was one caùſe of my preſent diſtrac- 


tion; for ſuch was the condition of my fate, that 
I mult either ſee S—=—, or die. I ſaid, though I 
could not expect his forgiveneſs, I was ſurely 
worthy of his compaſſion ; that nothing but the 
-moſt irreſiſtible paſſion could have mifled me at 
art from wy duty, or tempted me to incur the 


leaſt 
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leaſt degree of his diſpleaſure z that the ſame fatal 
influence ſtill prevailed, and would, in all proba- 
bility, continue to the grave, which was the only 
abode in which I hoped for peace. 

While I. exprefſed myſelf in this manner, my 
dear good father wept with the moſt tender ſym- 
pathy; and, ſaying 1 might do as I pleaſed, for he 
had done, mich me, quitted the room, leaving me 
to the cruel ſenſations of my own heart, which al- 
moſt burſted with anguiſh, upbraiding me with a 
fault which I could not help committing. 

I immediately hired a chariot and fix, and would 
have ſet out by myſelf, had not my father's affec- 
tion, which all my errors could not efface, provid- 
ed an attendant. He ſaw me quite delirious and 
deſperate, and therefore engaged a relation of my 

on to accompany and take care of me in this caſh. 
expedition. 

During this journey, which laſted two hs I 
felt no remiſſion of grief and anxiety, but under-: 
went the moſt intolerable ſorrow and ſuſpence. 
At laſt, we arrived at a little houſe called the Hut, 
on Satiſbury-plain, where, in the molt frantic agi- 
tation, I wrote a letter to 8——, deſcribing the 
miſerable condition to which I was reduced by his 
unkindneſs, and defiring to fee Yoo, with the m_ 
earnelt ſolicitations. 

This billet I committed to the care of my at- 
tendant, and laid ſtrong injunctions upon him to 
tell Mr $—— my injuries were ſo great, and my 
deſpair fo violent, that if he did not favour me 
with a vilit, I would go to him, though at his 
filter's houſe, where he then was. 

He received my meſſage with great coldneſs, 
and told my friend, that if I would return to 
London, without inſiſting upon the interview 1 


M 2 _ demanded,. 
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demanded, he would, in a little time, fallow me 
ro-town, and every thing ſhould be amicably ad- 
juſted; but when the meſſenger aſſured him, that 
i was too much tranſported with grief to hear of 
ſuch a propoſal, he conſented to meet me in the 
middle of Saliſbury-plain, that we might avoid all 
obſervation z and though I was little able to walk, 
I fet out on ſoot for the place of aſſignation, my 
companion ſollowing at a ſmall diſtance. | 

hen I ſaw him leading his hotſe down the 
hill, I collected all my fortitude, and advanced to 
him with all the ſpeed I could exert z but when 
F made an effort to ſpeak, my tongue denied its 
oflicez and ſo lively was the expreſſion of unut— 
rerable ſorrow in my countenance, that his heart 
(hard as it was) melted at ſight of my ſufferings, 
which he well knew proceeded from the (incerity 
of my love, At_length I recovered the uſe of 
tpeech enough to tell him, that I was come to 
rake my leuve; and when I would have proeced- 


cc, my voice failed me again: but, after a confi» 


derable pauſe, 1 found means, with grest difficyl- 
ty, to let him know how ſenſible 1 was of my own 
incapacity to retrieve bis loſt affeCtionsz but that 
I was willing (if poſſible) to retain his eſteem, of 
which, could 1 be affured, I would endeavour to 
compoſe myſelf; that 1 was determined to leave 
the kingdom, becauſe I could not bear the fight of 
thoſe places where we had been ſo happy in our 
mutual love; and that, till my departure, I hoped 
he would viſit me ſometimes, that I might, by 
degrees, wean mylelf from his company z for. 
ſhould not be able to ſurvive the ſhock of being 
deprived of him all at once. N 
bis addreſs may ſeem very humble to an un- 
concerned obſerver z but love will tame the me 
| 0 
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eſt diſpoſition, as plainly appeared in my caſe; ſor 


I had naturally as much ſpirit, or more, than the 
generality of people have. Mr $---- was fo 
much confounded at the manner of my behaviour, 
that he ſcarce knew what anſwer to make; for 
(as he afterwards owned) he expected to hear 
himſelf upbraided 3; but he was not proof againit 
my tenderneſs, After ſome heſitation, he faid he 


never meant to forſake me entirely 4, that his aſ- 


fetion was (UN wnimpaired z and that he would 
follow me directly to London. I impoled upon 
myſelf, and believed. what he (aid, becauſe I could 
not bear to think of parting with him for. ever, 
und returned to town jn a more tranquil (tate of 
mind than that in which 1 had left my father, 
though my heart was far [fum being at caley my 
fears being ingenious enough to loreſer, that ! 
ſhould never bt able to overcome his indifference. 
I took lodgings in Movunt-(trects and. my maid 


having diſpoſed! of herſelf in martiage, bired an- 


other, who ſupplied her place we much to my 
ſatisfaction : he was a 4 girl, had a particular 
attachment to me, and; for many years, during 
which the lived in my (ſervice, was indetatigably 
aſliduous in conttibuting to my calc, of rather in 
alleviating my «Gliction ; for, though 6 — came 
up 10 town according to promiſe, and renewed a 


ſort of correſpondence with me for the ſpace of * 


ve months,” bis complaiſance would: extend no- 
farther z and he gave me to underſtand, that he had 


determined to go abroad with Mr V-o—, whom 


he accordinply accompanied in his envoying to 


1 1 f 


I underſtoad the real cauſe of this expedition, 
which, not withſtanding his oaths and proteſtations - 
of unabated love and regard, I conſtrued into 4: 
L6H M 3, palpable: 
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palpable mark of diſlike and diſteſpect; nor could 
the repeated aſſurances I received from him in 
letters, mitigate the anguiſh and mortification that 
preyed upon my heart. I therefore gave up all 
hopes of recovering the happineſs I had loſt: J 
told him, on the eve of his departure, that he might 
excerciſe his gallantry a great while, before he 
would meet with my fellow, in point of ſincerity 
and love; for I would rather have been a ſervant 
in his houſe, with the privilege of feeing him, 
than the Queen of England, debarred of that 
pleaſure. 1 E 

When he took his leave, and went down ſtairs, 
I ſhrunk at every ſtep he made, as ifa new wound 
had been inflicted upon me; and when I heard 
the door ſhut behind him, my heart died within 
me. (I had the ſatisfaction to hear afterwards, he 
lamented the loſs of me prodigiouſly, and that he 
had never been ſo happy ſince.) I fat down to 
write a letter, in which I forgave his indifference, 
becauſe I knew the affections are altogether. invo- 
luntary, and wiſh<d-him all the happineſs he de- 
ſerved. TI then walked up and down the room in 
the moſt reſtleſs anxiety, was put to bed by my 
maid, roſe at fix, mounted my horſe, and rode 
forty miles, in order to fatigue myſelf, that I 
might next night enjoy ſome repoſe. This exer- 
ciſe J daily underwent for months together; and 
when it did not anſwer my purpoſe, Luſed to walk 
round Hyde-park in the evening, when the place 
was quite folitary, and unviſited by any other hu- 
man creature. 5 ns Ks 

In the courſe of this melancholy perambulation, 

| was one day accoſted by a very great man, who, 
aſter the firſt ſalutation, aſked whether or not my 
intercourſe with S—— was at an end, and. if: I 
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had any allowance from my huſband? To the 
firſt of theſe queſtions I replied in the affirmative; 
and to the laſt anſwered, that my Lord did not 
allow me a great deal; indeed J might have truly 
ſaid, nothing at all; but I was too proud to own 
my indigence. He then expreſſed his wonder, 
how one like me, who had been uſed to ſplendour 
and affluence from my cradle, could make ſhift to 
live in my preſent narrow circumſtances; and 
when I told him that I could make a very good 
ſhifr, ſo I had peace, he ſeemed to lament my ſi- 
tuation, and very kindly invited me to ſup with 


his wife, at his houſe. I accepted the invitation, 
without any apprehenſion of the conſequence ; and 


when I went to the place, was introduced into an 


apartment magnificently lighted up (I ſuppoſe) for 


my reception. iz 
After I had ſtaid alone for ſome time in this 

myſterious ſituation, without ſeeing: a living ſoul, 

my inviter appeared, and ſaid, he hoped I would 


not take it amiſs, that he and I were' to ſup by 


ourſelves, as he had ſomething to ſay which could 
not be ſo properly communicated before company 
or ſervants. I then, ſor the firſt time, perceived 
his drift, to my no ſmall ſurpriſe and indignation; 
and, with evident marks of diſpleaſure, told him, 


I was ſure he had nothing to propoſe that would 


be agreeable to my inclination, and that I would 


immediately leave the houſe. Upon which he 


gave me to underſtand, that I could not poſſib 


retire, becauſe he had ſent away. my chair, and all 


his ſervants were diſpoſed to obey his orders.. 


Incenſed at this declaration, which 1.confidered 


as an inſult, I anſwered, with an air of reſolution, 
It was very well ; I deſpiſed his contrivance, and 


was afraid of nobody. Seeing me thus * 


1 THE ADVENTURES Or 


he affared? me I had no reafon to be afraid; that 
he had loved me long, and could find no other 
opportunity of declaring his paſſion. He ſaid, 
the Q-— bad told him, that Lord —— had re- 
newe bas is addteſſes to me; and as he underſtood 
from my on mouth, my correſpondence: with 
5 was abſolutely broke off, he thought him 
felf as well entitled as another to my regard. In 
concluſion, he told me, that I might command 

his purſe, and chat he had Power enou h to brin 
me into the world again with eclat.. "To theſe ad- 
vances I replied, that he was very much miſtaken 
in his opinion of my wes ach if he imagined I 
was to be won by any temptatians of fortune; 
and very frankly deelated, that I would rather give 
myſelf to a footman, than fell myſelf to a prince. 
Supper being ſerved, we fat down' together; 
but I would neither eat nor drink- any thing, ex- 
cept a little bread and water; for L was an odd 
whimſical girl; and it came into my head, that 
he might, perhaps, have mixed ſomething in the 
victuals or wine, which would alter my way of 
thinking. In ſhort, finding himſelf baffled im all 
his endeavours, he permitted me about twelve 
o'clock to depart in sen, and Wat bo 4 _ ſuit as 
a deſperate cauſe. _ 
_ This uncomfortable life did 1 lead e A” whale. 
twelvemonth, without feeling: the leaſt abatement 
of my melancholy. Finding myſelf worn to a. 
elcton, I reſumed my former reſolution of try- 
ing to profit by change of place, and actually went 
abroad with no other attendant but my woman, and 
the utmoſt indifference for life. My intention 
was to have gone to the South of France, wbere I 
thought I could have ſubſiſted on the little 1 had 
teft, which amounted to five hundred Pounds, 
- until; 
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until the iſſue of my law-ſuit, by which I hoped 
to obtain ſome proviſion from my lord ; and, 
without all doubt, my expeCtation would have 
been anſwered, had I put this my plan in execu- 
tien: but being at Paris, from whence I pur- 
poſed to ſet forward in a few days, I ſent to M. 
K——, who had been formerly intimate with my 


father, and ſhown me many civilities during my 


firſt reſidence in France. 
This gentleman favoured me with a viſit, and 
when I made him acquainted with my ſcheme, 
diſſuaded me from it, as an uncomfortable deter- 
mination. He adviſed me to ſtay at Paris, where, 
with good ceconomy, I could live as cheap as in 
any other. place, and enjoy the converſation and 
countenance of my friends, among which number 


he declared himſelf one of the moſt faithſul. He 


aſſured me, that I ſhould be always welcome to 
his table, and want for nothing. He promiſed to 


recommend me as a lodger to a friend of his, with 


whom I would live in a frugal and decent man— 
ner; and obſerved, that as the woman was well 
known and eſteemed by all the Engliſh company 
in Paris, it would be the moſt reputable ſtep I 
could take (confidering my youth and fituation) 


to lodge with a creditabie perſon, who could an- 


ſwer. for my conduct. Thus perfuaded, I very 
imply followed his advice; I ſay ſimply, becauſe, 
notwithſtanding bis repreſentations, 1 foon found 


my money melt away, without any proſpeCt of a 


freſh ſupply. In lieu of this, however, I paſſed 
my time very agreeably in ſeveral Engliſh, and 
fome French families, where, in a little time, I 
became quite intimate, ſaw a great deal of com- 
pany, and was treated with the utmoſt politeneſs 
and regard; yet, in the midſt of theſe pleaiures, 

SB | many 
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many a niokinchely: ſigh would rife at the remem- 
brance of my beloved $——, whom for ſeveral 
years I could not recolle&t without emotion; but 
time, company, amuſements, and cbange of place, 
in a great meaſure diſſipated theſe. ideas, and 
enabled me to bear my fate with. patience. and 
reſignation. 

On my, laſt arrival at Paris, I was ſurrounded 
by a crowd of profeſſed admirers, who: ſighed: and 
flattered in the uſual forms; but, beſides that my 
heart was not yet in a condition tb contract new 
engagements, I was prepoſſeſſed againſt them all, 
by ſuppoſing that they preſumed upon the knows 
ledge of my indiſcretion with 8; and: there- 
fore rejected their addreſſes with deteſtation and 
diſdain 3 for, as I bave already obſerved, I was 
not to be won, but by the appearance of eſteem, 
and the moſt reſpectful carriage; and though, by 
a falſe ſtep, I had, in my own opinion, forfeited 
my title to the one, I was reſolved to diſcourage 
the advances of any man who ſeemed deficient in 
the other. | / 

In this manner my lovers were, one by one, 
repulſed, almoſt as ſoon as they preſented them- 
ſelves; and I preſerved the independence of my 
heart, until I became acquainted with a certain 
peer, whom I often ſaw at the houſe of Mrs 
„ an Engliſh lady then refident at Paris. 
This young nobleman profeſſed himſelf deeply 
enamoured of me, in a ſtyle fo different from that 
of my other admirers, that I heard his proteſta- 
tions without diſguſt ; and though my inclinations 
were ſtill free, could not find in my heart to dif- 
countenance his addreſſes, which were preferred 
with the molt engaging modeſty, diintereflednels, 
* reſpect. 73 
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By theſe never-failing arts, he gradually con- 
quered my indifference, and gained the preference 
in my eſteem from Lord Cy, and the Prince 
C , who were at that time his rivals. But what 
contributed (more than any confideration) to his 
ſucceſs, was his declaring openly, that he would 
marry me without heſitation, 'as ſoon as I could 

obtain a divorce from my prefent huſband, which, 
in all probability, 'might have been eaſily pro- 
cured z for before I left England, Lord —— had 
offered me five thouſand pounds, if I would con- 
ſent toſuch'a mutual releaſe, that he might be at 
liberty to eſpouſe one Miſs W-—— of Kent, to 
whom he then made love upon honourable terms 
but I-was fool enough to refuſe his propoſal, by 
the advice of 8 —: and whether or not his 
Lordſhip, finding it impracticable to wed his new 
miſtreſs, began to make love upon another foot- 
ing, I know not; but certain it is, the mother 
forbade him the houſe; a circumſtance which he 
took ſo heinoufly ill, that he appealed to the 
world in a public advertiſement, beginning with, 
Whereas, for ſome time, I have paſſionately Ioved 
Miſs W—=—; and upon my not complying with the 
mother's propoſals, they have turned me out of doors ; 
this is to juſtify, &e. | 

This declaration, ſigned with his name, was 
actually printed in a number of detached adver- 
tiſements, which he ordered to be diſtributed to - 
the public; and afterwards, being convinced b 


forme of his friends that he had done a very filly 
| thing, he recalled them at half a guinea a piece. 
3 A copy of one of them was ſent to me at Paris; 
| and I believe my father has now one of the ori- 
3 


- ginals in his poſſeſſion, After this wiſe vindica- 
tion of his conduct, he made an attempt to carry 
off 
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off the lady from church by force of arms; but 
ſhe was reſcued by the neighbours, headed by her 
brother, who, being an attorney, bad like to have 
made his Lordſhip ſmart ſeverely for this exploit. 
Meanwhile, my new admirer had made ſome 
progreſs in my heart; and my finances being ex- 
hauſted, I was reduced to the alternative of re- 
turning to Lord —— again, or accepting Earl 
B s love. When my affairs were brought 
to that iſſue, I made no heſitation in my choice, 
putting myſelf under the protection of a man of 
— whom I eſteemed, rather than ſuffer every . 
ſort of mortifacation, from a perſon who was the 
object of my abhorrence and contempt. From a 
miſtaken. pride, I choſe to live in Lord B——y's 
houſe, -rather than be maintained at his expence 
in . IE place. We ſpent ſeveral months 
agreeably in balls and other diverſions, viſited 
Lord B——k, who lived at the diſtance of a few 
leagues from Paris, and ftayed ſome days at his 
houſe, where the entertainment was, in all re- 
ſpects, delightful, elegant, and refined. Their 
habitation was the rendezvous of the beſt com- 
pany in France; and Lady B—-—k maintained 
the ſame ſuperiority in her own ſex, for which her 
Lord is ſo juſtly diſtinguiſhed among the men. 
About Chriſtmas we ſet out for England, ac- 
companied by a little North Briton, who lived 
with Lord B—— as his companion, and did not 
at all approve of our correſpondence; whether 
out of real friendſhip for his patron, or appre- 
henſion that in time I might ſuperſede his own 


influence with my Lord, 1 ſhall not pretend to 
determine. Be that as it will, the froſt was ſo 
ſevere, that we were detained ten days at Calais, 
before we could get out of the harbour; and dur- 


ing 
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ing that time, I reflected feriouſly on what my 
new lover had propoſed. As he was very young, 
and unacquainted with the world, I thought my 
ſtory might have eſcaped him; and therefore de- 
termined to give him a faithful detail of the 
whole, that he wight not have any thing to re- 
proach me with in the ſequel ;z beſides, I did not 
think it honeſt to engage him to do more. for me 
than he might afterwards, perhaps, think I was. 
worth. Accordingly, I communicated to him e- 
very particular of my life; and the narration, far 
from altering his ſentiments, rather confirmed his 
good opinion, by exhibiting an undoubted proof 
of my frankneſs and ſincerity. In ſhort, he be- 
haved with ſuch generoſity, as made an abſolute 
conqueſt of my heart; but my love was of a dif- 
ferent kind from that which had formerly reigned 
within my breaſt, being ſounded upon the warm- 
eſt gratitude and eſteem, excluſive of any other 
conſideration, though his perſon was very agree- 
avics and his addreſs engaging. * 

When we arrived in England, I-went directly 
to his country-ſeat, about twelve miles from Lon- 
don, where he toon joined me, and we lived ſome 
time in perfect retirement, his relations bein 
greatly alarmed with the apprehenſion that Lord 
—— would bring an action againſt him; though 
he himſelf deſired nothing more, and lived fo eaſy 
under that expectation, that they ſoon laid alide 
thels fears on his account, 


We were viſited by Mr H B- 


A rd 


tion of my Lord, and one Mr R—— of the guards; 
who, with the little Scatchman and my lover, 


made an agreeable ſet, among whom I enjoyed 
hunting, and all manner of country diverſions. As 


B „if ever there was perfec- 
Vol. III. = N tian 
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tion in one man, it centred in him; or at leaſt, 
he, of all the men I ever knew, approached neareſt 
to that idea which I had conceived of a perfect 
character. He was both good and great, poſ- 
ſeſſed an uncommon genius and the beſt of hearts. 
Mr R-—— was a very ſociable man, had a good 
perſon and cultivated underſtanding; and my 
Lord was exceſſively good-humoured; ſo that, with 
ſuch companions, no place could be dull or in- 
ſipid. For my own part, I conducted the family; 
and as I endeavoured to pleaſe and make every 
body bappy, I had the good fortune to ſucceed. 
Mr B—— told me, that before he ſaw me, he 
heard I was a fool ; but finding (as he was pleaſed 
to ſay) that I had been egregiouſly miſrepreſented, 
he courted my friendſhip, and a correſpondence 
commenced between us: indeed, it was impoſſible 
for any perſon to know him, without enter- 
- taining the utmoſt eſteem and veneration for his 
virtue. JJ - 
After I had lived ſome time in this agreeable 
retreat, my huſband began to make a buſtle; he 
ſent a meſſage, demanding me from Lord B $ 
then came in perſon, with his night-cap in his 
pocket, intending to have ſtaid all night, had he 
been aſked, and attended by a relation, whom he 
aſſuted that I was very ſond of him, and detained 
by force from bis arms, e 
Finding himſelf diſappointed in his expecta- 
tions, he commenced .a Jaw-ſuit againſt Lord 
B-—>, though not for aidivorce, as we deſired, but 
with a view to reclaim me as his lawful wife. 
His lawyers, however, attempted to prove crimi- 
nal converſation, in hopes of extorting money from 
my lover; but their endeavours were altogether 


” 


fruitleſs; for no ſervant of Lord B——23, or mine, 
B „ could 
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could with juſtice fay, we were ever ſeen to treſ- 
paſs againſt modeſty and decorum; ſo that the 
plaintiff was nonſuited. | | 

While bis cauſe was depending, all my lover's. 
ſriends expreſſed fear and concern for the iſſue, 
while he himſelf behaved with the utwoſt reſolu- 
tion, and gave me ſuch convincing proofs of a 
ſtrong and ſteady affection, as augmented my gra- 
titude, and riveted the ties of my love, which was 
unblemiſhed, faithful and fincere. * 

Zoon after this event, I was ſeized with a vio- 
lent fit of illneſs, in which I was viſited by my 
father, and attended by two phyſicians, one of 
whom deſpaired of my life, and took his leave ac- 
cordingly; but Dr S——, who was the other, per- 
ſiſted in his attendance, and in all human appear-- 
ance ſaved my life; a circumſtance by which he 
acquired a great ſhare of reputation: yet, not- 
withſtanding all his aſſiſtance, I was confined to 
my bed for ten weeks; during which, Lord B—-x. 


grief was immoderate, his care and generoſity un- 


limited. While I lay in this extremity, Mr S——,, 
penetrated by my melancholy condition, which 


revived his tenderneſs, begged leave to be admit- 


ted to my preſence ; and Lord B— — would have 
complied with his requeſt, had I not been judged 
too weak to bear the ſhock of ſuch an interview.. 
My conſtitution, however, agreeably diſappointed 


their fears; and the fever had no ſooner left me, 


than L was removed to a hunting-ſeat belongin 


to my lover, from whence, after I had recovered 


my ſtrength, we went to B—— Caſtle, where we 
kept open houſe ; and while we remained at this: 
place, Lord B — received a letter from Lord 


— ., dated in November, challenging him to- 


angle combat in May, upon the frontiers of France 


* N andi 
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and Flanders. This defiance was ſent in conſe- 
quence of what had paſſed betwixt them, long be- 
fore my indiſpoſition, at a meeting in a certain 


tavern, where they quarrelled, and in the fray my 


lover threw his antagoniſt under the table. I 
counſelled him to take no notice of this rhodo- 


montade, which I knew was void of all intention 


of performance; and he was wiſe enough to fol- 
low my advice; reſolved, however, ſhould the 
meſſage be repeated, to take the challenger at his 


- 


Having reſided ſome time in this place, we re- 
turned to the other country-bouſe which he had 


left, where Lord B 


addicted himſelf ſo much 


% 


to hunting, and other male diverſions, that 1 be- 
gag to think he negleQed me, and apprized him 
of my ſuſpicion ; aſſaring bim at the ſame time, 
that I would leave him as ſoon as my opinion 
ftould be confirmed. 5 | 

This declaration had. no effect upon his beha- 


'viour, which became fo remarkably cold, that 
even Mr R 
his affection was palpably diminiſhed. When I 
went to town, I was uſually attended by his 


, who lived with us, imagined that 


couſin, or this gentleman, or both, but ſeldom 


Favoured with bis company; nay, when I re- 


Paired to Bath, ſor the re-eftabliſhment of my 


health, he permitted me to go alone; ſo that I 


was quite perſuaded of his indifference z and yet, 
1 was miltaken in my opinion : but, I had been 
ſpoiled by the behaviour of my firſt huſband, and 


Me 8 


„ who never quitted me for the ſake of 


any amuſement, and even reſiſted the calls of the 
moſt urgent buſineſs rather than part from me, 
though but for a few hours. I thought every man 


* 


who loved me truly, would act in the ſame man- 


ner; 
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ner; and whether I am right ot wrong in my 
conjectures, I leave wiſer eaſuiſts to judge. Cer- - | 
tain it is, ſuch ſacrifice and devotion. is the moſt 
pleaſing proof of an admirer's paſſion ; and Ver 1 
moi plus ſou vent, & ne me doammez rien, is one of my 
favourite maxims. A man may give maney, be- 
cauſe he is profuſe; he may be violently fond, be- 
_ cauſe be is of a ſanguine conſlitytion 3. but if he 
gives me his time, he gives me an unqueſtion- 
oy proof of my being in full. poſſeſſen of his. 
eaſt. , INT TH. : 2 -Þ , TAIL T 
My appearance at Bath, without the company 
of Lord B——, occaſioned a general ſurprize, and 


encouraged the men to peſter me with addreſſes ;. ns 

| every new admirer endeavouring. te advance. bis i 
ſuit, by demonſtrating the unkind and difreſpeQ--. 

ful behaviour of his | orddip. Indeed; this was: 


the moſt effectual firing they could touch: my 
pride and -refefitment were alarmed, and I was 
weak enough to liſten to one man, who had like 
to have inſinuated himſelf into my iuclinations. 
He was tall and large boned, with white hair, in- 
elining to what is called tandy, and had the re- 
putation of being handſome, though I think he 
ſcarce deſerved that epithet. He poſſeſſed a large 
fortune, loved miſchief, and ſtuck at nothing for 
the accompliſhment of his deſigns;. one of his. 
chief pleaſures, being that of ſetting any two lo- 
vers at variance. He employed his addreſt upon. 
me with great aſſiduity, and knew fo well how to 
manage my. refentment,. that I was pleaſed with. 
his manner, beard his vows without diſguſt, and, 
in a word, promised to deliberate with myſelf upon: 
his propoſals, and give him an account of my de- 
termination in Writing. | 135 
. . [4 Thusz 
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| Thus reſolyed, I went to Lord B=—, in Wilt- 
ſhire, whither I was followed by this pretender to 
my heart, who viſited us on the footing of an ac- 


quaintance; but when I reflected on what I had 


done, I condemned my own conduct, as indiſ- 
creet, though nothing deciſive had paſſed between 
us, and began to hate him in proportion to the ſelf 
conviction J felt; perceiving that I had involved 
myſelf in a difliculty from which I ſhould not be 
eaſily diſengaged. For the preſent, however, I 
found means to poſtpone my declaration; he ad- 
mitted my excuſe, and I returned to London with 


Lord B——, who. was again ſummoned to the. 


field by his former challenger. {3 
H—d—n, governor, counſellor, and ſteward to- 

this little hero, came to Lord B—— with a verbal 

meſſage, importing, that his Lordſhip-had chang-. 


ed his mind about going to Flanders, but expected 


to meet him on ſuch a day and hour, in the bury- 
ing-ground near Red-hon-ſquare.. Lord B—— 
accepted the challenge, and gave me an account 
of what had paſſed :. but he had been anticipated 
by the meſſenger, who had already tried to alarny 


may fears, from the conſideration of the conſe- 


quence, that I might take ſome meaſures. to pre- 
vent their meeting. I perceived his drift, and told 
him plainly, that Lord | 
riſk his perſon, though he endeavoured with all his 


might to perſuade me, that his principal was deſ- 


perate and determined. I knew my little huſband 


too well; to think he would bring matters to any 
dangetous iſſue, and was apprehenſive of nothing 
but foul play, from the villany of H——n, with 


which I was equally. well acquainted. Indeed, I 
ſignifie 


had no intention to 


my doubts on that ſcore to Mr B——, 
Who would have attended his kinſman to the field, 


{ 
fy 
3 
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had he not thought be might be liable to cenſure, 
if any thing ſhould happen to Lord B „be- 


cauſe he himſelf was heir at law: for that reaſon, - 


he judiciouſly declined being perſonally concern- 
ed; and we pitched upon the Earl of A——, 
his Lordſhip's uncle, who willingly undertook the 
office. 12 | 


At the appointed time they went to the place of 


rendezvous, where they had not waited long when 
the challenger appeared in a new pink ſatin waiſt- 
coat, which he: had put on for the occaſion, with 
his ſword under his arm, and his ſteward by him, 


leaving in an hackney-coach, at ſome diſtance, a 


ſurgeon, whom he had provided for the care of 
his perſon. Thus equipped, he advanced to his 
antagoniſt, and deſired him-to chooſe his ground; 
upon which Lord B—— told him, that if he muſt 
fall, it was not material which grave he ſhould 
tumble over. - N 

Our little hero finding him ſo jocoſe and de- 
termined, turned to Lord A——, and deſired to 
ſpeak with him, that he might diſburthen his 
conſcience, before they ſhould begin the work of 


death. They accordingly went aſide; and he gave 


him to underſtand, that his motive for fightin 


was. Lord B -s detaining bis wife from him by 


compulſion. The earl of A aſſured him, he 
was egregiouſly miſtaken in his conjecture: that 
his nephew uſed no force or undue influence to 


keep me in his houſe z but it could not be expect- 


ed that he would turn me out of doors. 


This explanation. was altogether ſatisfaQory to 


Lord ——, who ſaid he was far from being ſo 


unreaſonable as to expect Lord B=— would com- 


mit ſuch a breach of hoſpitality; and all he deſir- 
ed was, that his wife ſnould be left to her own in- 


88 


clinations.. 
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clinations«;: {hon theſe articles peace Was con- 
cluded, and they parted without blogdiRed. At 
leaſt, theſt ate the particulars of the! ſtory, as 
they were related by Lord A4 —, with whom I 
laughed heartily at the wdventure;z ſor I never 
doubted that the challehger would find ſome ex- 
1 to prevent the duel, though I wondered. 
2 , he muſtered up reſolution enough. to entry it 

ar. . 
That he might not, however, give us any more 
trouble, we reſolved: to go and enjoy ourſelves in 
France, whither I went by. myſelf, in hopes of 
being ſoon. joined by my lover, who was obliged 
to ſtay ſome time longer in Englund, to ſettle his 
affairs, He was ſo much affected at our parting, 
(though but for a few weeks) that he was almoſt 
diltracted : and this aſfliction renewed my tender» 
neſs for him, becauſe it was an undoubted proof 
of his love, I wrote to him every poſt from 
France z and, as I had no ſecrets, deſired him to 
take care of all the letters that ſhould come to 
his houſe, directed to me, after my departure from 
England. 

This was an unfortunate office for him, in the 
execution of which he chanced to open a letter 
from Sir 1—— 4——, with whom (as I have 


f already obſerved). I had ſome correſpondence at 
Wy Bath. I bad, according to my promiſe, given 
MY this gentleman a deeiſive anſwer, importing, that | 
a) I. was determined to remain in my preſent ſitua» ; 
Av tion; but as Lord B--— was ignorant of my ſen- # 
on! timents in chat particular, and perceived from the 1 
10 letter that ſomething extraordinary had pailed be- | 
N tween. us, and that I was earnellly ſolicited to 5 
* leave him, he was ſeized with the utmoſt conſter- ö 
th nation and concern z and, having previouſly «oY 
5 5 | | teined 
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tained the king's leave to go abroad, ſet out that 
very night for France, leaving his aſſairs in the 
greateſt confuſion, 

Sir 1—— A-—— hearing I was gone, without 
underſtanding the cauſe of my departure, took the 
ſame route, and both arrived at Dover next day, 
They heard of each other's motions ; each bribed 
the maſter of a packet-boat to tranſport him with 
expedition; but that depending upon the wind, 
both reached Calais at the ſame time, though in 
different veſſels. Sir 1—— ſent his valet-de- 
chambre, poll, with a letter, intreating me to ac- 
company him into Italy, where he would make me 
miſtreſs of his whole fortune, and to fer out di- 
reClly for that country, that he might not loſe me 
by the arrival of Lord B——, promiſing to join 
me on the road, if I would conſent to make = 
happy. I ſent his meſſenger back with an anſwer, 
wherein I expreſſed ſurpriſe at his propoſals, af - 
ter having ſignified my reſolution to him before I 

left England. He was ſcarce diſmiſſed, when I 
received. another letter from Lord B--—, be 
ſeeching me to meet him at Clermont, upon the 
road from Calaisz and conjuring me to avoid the 
ſight of his rival, ſhould he ger the (tart of him 
in travelling. "This, however, was not likely to 
be the caſe, as Lord B—— rode poſt, and the 9- 
ther was, by his corpulence, obliged to travel in 
a chaiſe z yet, that I might not increaſe his anxi- 
ety, I left Paris immediately on the receipt of his 
meſſage, and met him at the appointed place, 
where he received me with all the agitation of joy 
and fear, and aſked if I had ever encouraged Hir 
1—— A-—-— in his addreſſes. I very candidly 
told him the whole tranſaCtion, at which he was 
incenſed ; but his indignation was ſoon Pet, 

# Wen 
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when J profeſſed my penitence; and aſſured him 
that I had totally rejected his rival. Not that 1 
approve of my behaviour to Sir 'T——, who (I 
own) was ill uſed in this affair; but ſurely it was 
more excuſeable to halt here, than proceed farther 
in my indiſeretion. | 1 
My lover being ſatisſied with my declaration, 
_ we went together ta Paris, being attended by the 


SJS.coteh man hom I have already mentioned, though 


I believe be was not over and above well pleaſed 
to ſee matters thus amicably compromiſed; The 
furious knight followed us to the capital; inſiſted 
on ſeeing me in perſon; told this North Bri:on, 
that I was actually engaged to him; wrote every 
hour, and railed at my perſidious conduct. I took 
no notice of theſe delirious tranſports, Which were 
alſo diſregarded by Lord 3——, till one night he 
was exaſperated by the inſinuations of Mr C——, 
who, I believe, inflamed his jealouſy, by binting 
a ſuſpicion that I was really in love with his rival. 
What paſſed betwixt them, I know not, but he 
ſent for me from the opera, by a phyſician of Pa- 
ris, who was a fort of a go- between among us all, 
and who told me, that if I did not come home 
on the inſtant, a duel would be fought on my ac- 
count. . „ 17 
I was very much ſhocked at this information; 
but, by being uſed to ſuch alarms from the beha- 
viour of Lord „ had acquired a pretty good 
ſhare of reſolution, and with great compoſure en- 
tered the room where Lord B—-— was, with his 
companion, whom I immediately ordered to with- 
draw. I then gave his Lordſhip to underſtand, 
that I was informed of what had paſſed, and 
thought myſelf ſo much injured by the perſon re 


» 
* 
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had Juſt quitted the apartment, that I would no 
longer live under the ſame roof with him. 

Lord B raved like a bedlamite, taxing me 
with want of candour and affection; but 1 ealily 
juſtified my own integrity, and gave him ſuch 
ſarances of my love, that his jealouſy ſubfided, 
and his ſpirits were recompoſed : nevertheleſs, I 
inſiſted upon his diſmiſſing Mr C——, on pain of 
my leaving the houfe, as I could not help think- 
ing he bad uſed his endeavours to prejudice me 
in the opinion of my Lord. If his conduct was 
the reſult of friendſhip for his patron, he certain- 
ly acted the part of an honeſt and truſty adherent. 
But I could not eaſily forgive him, becauſe, a few 
weeks before, he had, by my intereſt, obtained 
a conſiderable addition to his allowance ; and, e- 
ven after the ſteps he had taken to diſoblige me, 
I was not ſo much his enemy but that I prevailed 
upon Lord B—— to double his ſalary, that his 
leaving the family might be no Ane to his 

fortune. | 
_ . His Lordſhip having complied with my de- 
rand; this gentleman, ufter having ſtaid three 
days in the houſe to prepare for his departure, 
during which, I would not ſuffer him to be ad- 
mitted into my prefence, made his retreat with a 
fine young girl who was my companion; and I 

never feen him ſince that time. 

Sir T ſtill eontinued furious, and would 
not take a denial, 'except from my own mouth z 
upon which, with the approbation of Lord B——, 
1 indulgei him with an interview. He entered 
the apartment with a ſtern countenance, and told 
me 1 had ufed him ill. I pleaded guilty to the 
charge, and begged his pardon accordingly. - I at- 
1 to reaſon the caſe with him; but he 


4 | would 
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would hear no arguments except his own, and e- 
ven tried to intimidate me with threats; which. 
provoked me to ſuch a degree, that I defied his 
. vengeance. I told him that I feared nothing but 
the report of my own conſcience ; that, though I 
had acted a ſimple part, he durſt not ſay there was 
any thing criminal in my conduct; and that, from 
his preſent frantic and unjuſt behaviour, I thought 
myſelf happy in having eſcaped him. He ſwore 
I was the moſt inflexible of all creatures; aſked, if 
nothing would move me? and when I anſwered, 
„Nothing, took his leave, and never afterwards 
perſecuted me with his addreſſes ; though I have 
heard he was vain and falſe enough to boaſt of fa- 
vours, which, upon my honour, he never received, 
as he himſelf, at one time, owned to Doctor Cant- 
well at Paris. | 1 | 
While he underwent all this frenzy and diſtrac- 
tion upon my account, he was loved with the ſame 
violence of paſſion by a certain Scotch lady of qua- 
lity, who, when he followed me to France, pur- 
ſued him thither with the ſame eagerneſs and ex- 
pedition. Far from being jealous of me as a ri- 
val, ſhe uſed to come to my houſe, implore my 
good offices with the object of her love, and, lay- 
ing herſelf on the floor at full length before the 
| fire, weep and cry like a perſon bereft of her ſen- 
ſes. She bitterly complained, that he had never 
obliged her but once; and begged, with the moſt 
earneſt ſupplications, that I would give her an 
opportunity of ſeeing him at my houſe. But I 
thought proper to avoid her company, as ſoon as I 
perceived her intention. . 
. We continued at Paris for ſome time, during 
which I contraCted an acquaintance with the ſiſ- 
ter of Madame la'T——. She was the ſuppoſed 
5 9 85 miſtreſs 
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miſtreſs of the Prince of C——, endowed with a 
great ſhare of underſtanding, and loved pleaſure 
to exceſs, though ſhe maintained her reputation 
on a reſpectable footing, by living with her huſ- 
band and mother. This lady perceiving that I 
had inſpired. her lover with a paſhon, which gave 
me uneaſineſs on her account, actually practiſed 
all her eloquence and art, in perſuading me to 
liſten to his love; for it was a maxim with her to 
pleaſe him at any rate. I was ſhocked at her in- 
delicate complaiſance, and rejected the propoſal, 
as repugnant to my preſent engagement, which 
I held as ſacred as any nuptial. tie, and much 
more binding than a forced or unnatural mar- 
riage. | | | 
Upon our return to England we lived in great 
harmony and peace; and nothing was wanting to 
my happineſs, but the one thing to me the moſt 
needful ; I mean the inchanting tenderneſs and 
delightful entbuſiaſm of love. Lord B—— 8 
heart (I believe) felt the ſoft impreſſions; and, for 
my own part, I loved him with the moſt faithful 
affection. It is not enough to ſay I wiſhed him 
well; L had the moſt delicate, the moſt genuine 
eſteem for his virtue, I had an intimate regard 
and anxiety for his intereſt; and felt for him as 
if he had been my own ſon : but ſtill there was 
a vacancy in my heart; there was not that fer- 
vour, that tranſport, that ecſtacy of paſſion which 
I had formerly known ; my boſom was not filled 
with the little deity; I could hot help recalling 
to my remembrance, the fond, the ravithing mo- 
ments I had paſſed with S——. Had I under- 
ſtood the conditions of life, thoſe pleaſures were 
happily exchanged for my preſent ſituation, be- 
cauſe, if. I was now deprived of thoſe rapturous 
„ You: III. O enjoyments, 
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enjoyments, I was alſo exempred from the cares 
and anxiety that attended them; but I was genc- 
rally extravagant in my notions of happineſs, and 
therefore conſtrued my preſent tranquillity into an 
inſipid languor and ſtagnation of life. 

While I remained in this inactivity of ſenti- 
ment, Lord „ having received a very conſi- 
derable addition to his fortune, ſent a meſſage to 


me, promiſing, that if I would leave Lord B——, 


he would make me a preſent of a houſe and fur- 
niture, where I ſhould live at my eaſe, without 
being expoſed to bis viſits, except when I ſhould 
be diſpoſed to/ receive them. This propoſal he 
made, in conſequence of what I had always de- 
clared, namely, that if he had not reduced me to 
the neceſſity of putting myſelf under the protec- 
tion of ſome perſon or other, by depriving me of 
any other means of ſubſiſtence, I ſhould never 
have given the world the leaſt cauſe to ſeandalize 


my reputation; and that I would withdraw my 


ſelf from my prefent dependence, as ſoon as he 
ſhould enable me to live by myſelf, I was there- 
fore reſolved to be as good as my word, and ac- 
cepted his' offer, on condition that I ſhould be 


wholly at my own diſpoſal, and that he ſhould 


never enter my door but as a viſitant or common 
friend. | 1 55 | 


Theſe articles being ratified by his word and | 


honour, (the value of which I did not then know) 


an houſe was furniſhed according to my direc- 
tions; and I fgnified my intention to Lord 


B——, who conſented to my removal, with this 
proviſo, that I ſhould continue to fee him. I 
wrote alſo to his relation Mr B——, who, in his 
anſwer, obſerved, that it was too late to adviſe, 
when I was actually determined. All my friends 
1 8 5 and 
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and acquaintance approved of the ſcheme, though 
it was one of the moſt unjuſtifiable ſteps I had e- 
ver taken, being a real act of ingratitude to my 
benefaftor; which I foon did, and always ſhall 
regret and condemn. So little is the world qua- 


| lified to judge of private affairs! 


n-the time of our parting drew near, Lord 
B became gloomy and diſcontented, and e- 
ven intreated me to poſtpone my reſolution but 
I told him, now that every thing was prepared for 
my reception, I could not retract without incur- 
ring the imputation of folly and extravagance, 
On the very day of my departure, Mr B—— en- 
deavoured, with all the arguments he could ſug- 
geſt, to diſſuade me from my purpoſe z and I made 


_ uſe of the ſame anſwer which had ſatisfed his 


friend. Finding me determined upon removing, 
he burſt out into a flood of tears, Exclaiming, 


. By G=d, if Lord B—-— can bear it, I can't!“ 
I 'was thunderſirck at this expreſſion ; for though 


I had been told that Mr B—— was in love with 
me, I gave no credit to the report, becauſe he 
had never declared his paſſion ; and this was the 
firſt hint of it that ever eſcaped him in my hear- 
ing. 1 was therefore ſo much amazed at the cir- 
cumſtance of this abrupt explanation, that I could 
make no anſwer; but having taken my leave, 
went away, ruminating on the uncxpeCted decla- 
ration. 

Lord B (as I was informed) ſpoke not a 
word that whole night, and took my leaving him 
ſo much to heart, that two years elapſed before 
he got the better of his grief, This intelligence 
I atterwards received from his own mouth, and 
alked his forgiveneſs ior my unkind retreat, 
though I ſhall never be able to obtain my own. 

O 2 As 
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As for Mr B——, he was overwhelmed with ſor- 
row, and made ſuch efforts to ſuppreſs his concern, 
as had well nigh coſt him his life. Dr 8 was 
called to him in the middle of the night, and 
found him almoſt ſuffocated. He ſoon gueſſed the 
cauſe, when he underſtood that I had left the 
houſe : ſo that I myſelf was the only perſon con- 
cerned who was utterly ignorant of his affection; 
for I ſolemnly declare, he never gave me the leaſt 
reaſon to ſuſpect it while I lived with his relation, 
becauſe he had too much honour to entertain a 
thought of ſupplanting his friend, and too good 
an opinion of me to believe he ſhould. bave ſuc- 
ceded in the attempt. Though my love for Lord 
8 was not ſo tender and intereſting as the 
paſſion I had felt for S——, my fidelity was inviol- 
able, and 1 never harboured the molt diſtant thought 
of any other perſon, till after I had reſolved to 
leave him, when (1 own) I afforded ſome ſmall 
_ encouragement to the addreſſes of a new admirer, 
by telling him, that I ſhould, in a little time, be 
my own miltreſs, though I was not now at my 
own diſpoſal. 
- T enjoyed my new houſe as a titel Pen it 
was accommodated with all ſorts of conveniences; 
every thing was new, and therefore pleaſing, and 
the whole abſolutely at my command. I had 
the company of a relation, a very good woman, 
with whom I lived in the molt amicable manner; 
was viſited by the beſt people in town, (I mean 
thoſe of the male ſex, the ladies having long ago 
forſaken me); I frequented all reputable places 
of public entertainment, and had a concert at 
home-once a week; ſo that my days rolled on in 
happineſs and quiet, till all my ſweets were im- 
bittered by the vexatious $ behaviour of 9 3 1 
and 
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band, who began to importune me again to live 
with bim; and by the increaſing anxicty of Lord 
B——, who (tbough I ſtill admitted his viſits) 
plainly perceived that I wanted to relinquiſh his 
correſpondence, This diſcovery raiſed ſuch tem- 
peſts of pony and deſpair within his breaſt, 
that he kept me in continual alarms: he ſent 
meſſages to me every hour, ſigned his letters 
with his own blood, raved like a man in an ec- 

| ſtacy of madneſs, railed at my ingratitude, and 

| praiſed my conduct by turns. He offered to ſa- 
eriſice every thing for my love, to leave the 
kingdom forthwith, and live with me for ever in 
any part of the world where I ſhould chooſe to re- 
ſide. 

Theſe were generous and tempting propoſals; 
but I was beſet with counſellors who were not to- 
tally diſintereſted, and who diſſuaded me from 
embracing the proffers of my lover, on pretence 
that Lord —— would be bighly injured by my 
compliance. I liſtened to their advice, and har- 
dened my heart againſt Lord Bs forrow and 
ſolicitations. My behaviour on this occaſion is al- 

/ together unaccountable z this was the only time 
| that ever I was a ſlave to admonition. 'The con- 
dition of Lord B—— would have melted any 
heart but mine, and yet mine was one of the moſt 
ſenſible; he employed his couſin as an advocate 
with me, till that gentleman actually reſuſed the 
office, telling him candidly, that his own inclina- 
tions were too much engaged to permit him to 
perform the taſk with fidelity and truth, He ac- 
cordingly reſolved to avoid my preſence, until my 
Lord and 1 ſhovld come to ſome final determina» 
tion, which was greatly retarded by the perſe ver- 
ance of kis Lordſhip, who would not refign his 
| | 03 hopes 
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hopes even when! pretended that another man had 
engaged my heart, but ſaid, that in time my as 
fection might return. 

Our correſpondence, however, gradually wore 
oz upon which Mr B—— renewed his viſits, 
and many agreeable and happy hours we-paſſed 
together. Not that he, or any other perſon whom: 
J now ſaw, ſucceeded to the privilege of a fortu- 


nate lover. I knew he loved me to madneſs; but 


{ would not gratify his paſſion any other way than 
by the molt profound. eſteem and veneration for 
his virtues, which were altogether amiable and 
ſublime; and I would here draw his character 
minutely, but it would take up too much time to 
{et forth his merits: the only man living of my 
zequaintance, who reſembles him, is Lord F——, 

ef whom I ſhall ſpeak in the ſequel. | 
About this time I underwent, a very intereſting 


change in the fituation of my heart. I had ſent 


a meſſage to my old lover S——, deſiring he 
would allow my picture, which was in his poſſeſ- 


ſion, to be copied; and he now tranſmitted it ta 


me by my lawyer, whom he directed to aſk, if I 
intended to be at the next maſquerade. This cu- 
riolity had a ſtrange effect upon my ſpirits; my 
heart fluttered at the queſtion, and my imagina- 
tion glowed with a thouſand fond preſages. I an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, and we met by acci- 


dent at the ball. I could not behold him knw 


emotion; when he accoſted me, his well-known 
voice made my heart vibrate, like a muſical, chord, 
when its uniſon is ſtruck. All. the ideas of our 
paſt love, which the lapſe of time and abſence 


had enfeebled and lulled to fleep, now awoke, 


and were reinſpited by his appearance; fo that 
bins artful excuſes were ene admitted. I for- 


gave 
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gave him all that 1 bad ſuffered on his account, 
becauſe he was the natural lord of my affec- 
tion; and our former correſpondence was re- 
newed. 

I thought myſelf in a new world of bliſs in con- 
ſequene> of. this reconciliation, the raptures of. 
which continued unimpaired for the ſpace of four. 
months, during which time he was fonder of me, 
if poſhble, than before; repeated his promiſe of 
marriage, if we ſhould ever have it in our power; 
aſſured me he bad never been happy face he eſt 
me; that he believed no woman had ever loved. 
like me: and, indeed, to have a notion of my, 
paſſion for that man, you muſt firſt have loved as 
I did: but through a ſtrange caprice I broke off 
the correſpondence, out of apprehenſion that he 
would forſake me again. From his paſt conduct, 
L dreaded what might happen; and the remem- 
brance of what I had undergone by his inconſtan- 
cy, filled my imagination with ſuch horror, that 
I could not endure the ſhocking proſpect, and 
prematurely plunged myſelf into the danger, ra- 
ther than endure the tertors of expectation. I re- 
membered that his former attachment began in 
the ſeaſon of my proſperity, when my fortune was 
in the zenith, and my. youth in its prime, aud 
that he had forſaken me in the day of trouble, 
when my life became embarraſſed, and roy cir- 
cumſtances were on the decline. I foreſaw no- 
thing but continual perſecution from, my huſband, 
and feared, that once the keener tranſports of our 
reconciliation ſhould be over, his affection would 
fink under the ſeverity of its trial., In conſe- 
quence of this deſertion, I received a letter from 
um. 19612 ee that * Was rightly: ſerved, 
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but that my retreat gave him inexpreſſible con- 
cern. | | 
" Meanwhile, Lord continued to act in the 
character of a fiend, tormenting me with his nau- 
ſeous importunities : he prevailed upon the Duke 
of L— to employ his influence in-perſuading 
me to live with him; aſſuring his Grace, that I. 
had actually promiſed to give him that proof of 
my obedience, and that I would come home the 
ſooner, for being preſſed to compliance by a per- 
ſon of his rank and character. Induced by theſe 
Teprefentations, the Duke honoured me with a 
viſit; and in the coutſe of his exhortations, I un- 
der ſtood how he had been thus miſinformed: up- 
on which I ſent for Lord „and in bis pre- 
ſence convicted him of the falſehood, by commu- 
nicating to his Grace the articles of our laſt agree- 
ment, which he did not think proper to deny; 
and the Duke being undeceived, declared that he 
would not have given me the trouble of vindicat- 
Tug myſelf, bad he not been miſled by the inſin- 
cerity of my Lord. | 8 
Bafffed in this attempt, he engaged Mr H 
V, and afterwards my own father, in the ſame 
talk; and, though I ſtill adbered to my firſt reſolu- 
tion, perſiſted with fuch obſtinacy in his endea- 
yours to make me unhappy, that I determined to 
leave the kingdom. Accordingly, after I had 
ſpent the evening with him at Ranelagh, I went 
away about two o'clock in the morning, leaving 
my companion, with directions to reſtore to my 
Lord his houſe, furniture, plate, and every thing 
he had given me fince our laſt accommodation: 
fo far was I, upon this occaſion, or at any other 
time of my life, from embezzling any part of his 
fortune. My friend followed my inſtructions moſt 
| punCtually ;. 
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punctually; and his Lordſhip knows and will ac- 
knowledge the truth of this aſſertion. 
Thus have I explained the true cauſe of my firſt 
expedition to Flanders, whither the world was 
_ good-natured enough to ſay I followed Mr B-— 
and the whole army, which happened to be ſent 
abroad that Summer. Before my departure, I. 
likewiſe tranſmitted to Lord B the dreſſing- 
plate, china, and a very conſiderable ſettlement, of 
which he had been generous enough to make me 
a preſent. This was an inſtance of my integrity, 
which I thought due to a man who bad laid me 
under great obligations; and though I have lived 
to be refuſed a ſmall ſum both by him and'S——, 
I do not repent of my diſintereſted behaviour all 
the revenge I harbour againſt the laſt of theſe lov- 
ers, is the deſire of having it in my power to do 
him good. 5 
I now found myſelf 4 in the world again, 
and very richly deſerved the bardſhips of my con- 
dition, for my indiſcretion in leaving Lord B . 
and in truſting to the word of Lord ——, with- 
out ſome farther ſecurity; but I have dearly paid 
for my imprudence. The more I ſaw into the 
character of this man, whom deſtiny had appoint- 
ed my ſcourge, the more I was determined to a- 
void his fellowſhip and communication; for-he 
and J are, in point of diſpoſition, as oppoſite as 
any two principles in nature. In the firit place, 
he is one of the moſt unſocial beings that ever, 
exiſted : when I was pleaſed and happy, he was 
always out of temper ; but if he could find means 
to overcaſt and cloud my mirth, though never ſo 
innocent, he then diſcovered ſigns of uncommon 
ſatisfaction and content; becauſe, by this difagree- 
able temper, he bani hed all company * * 
1 oute 
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houſe, He is extremely weak of: underſlanding, 
though he poſſeſſes a good ſhare of low cunning, 
which has ſo egregiouſly impoſed upon ſome people, 
that they have actually believed him a good-natur- 
ed eaſy creature, and blamed me, becauſe I did 
not manage him to better purpoſe ; but, upon far- 
ther acquaintance, they have always found him 
obſtinate as a mule, and capricious as a monkey. 
Not that he is utterly void of all commendable 
qualities: he is punctual in paying his debts, li- 
beral when in good humour, and would be well 
bred, were he not ſubje ct to fits of abſence, durin 
which be is altogether unconverſable; but he is 
proud, naturally ſuſpicious, jealous, equaily with 
and without eauſe, never made a friend, and is 
an utter ſtranger to the joys of intimacy; in ſhor!, 
he hangs like a damp upon ſociety, and may be 
properly called Kill-joy, an epithet which he has 
juſtly acquired. He honours me with conſtant 
' profeſſions of love; but his conduct is ſo oppoſite 
to my ſentiments of that paſſion, as to have been 
the prime ſource of all my misfortunes and afflic= 
tion; and I have often wiſhed myſelf the object 
of his hate, in hopes of profiting by a change in 
his behaviour. 

Indeed, he has not been able to make me more 
unhappy than, I believe, be is in his own mind; 
for he is literally a ſelf-tormentor, who never en- 
joyed one gleam of ſatisfacion, except at the ex- 
pence of another's quiet; and yet with this (I had 
almoſt called it diabolical) quality, he expects that 
I ſhould cheriſh him with all the tenderneſs of af- 
fection. After he has been at pains to incur my 
averſion, he puniſhes my diſguſt, by contriving 
ſchemes to mortify and perplex me, which have 
often ſucceeded lo effectually, as to endanger 4 


— 
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life and conſtitution; for I have been fretted and 
frighted into ſundry fits of illneſs, and then I 
own I have experienced his care and concern, 
Over and above the oddities I have mentioned, 
he is ſo unſteady in his economy, that he is al- 
ways new-modelling his affairs, and exhauſting 
his fortune, by laying out ten pounds in order to 
ſave a ſhilling. He enquires into the character of 
a ſervant after he has lived two years in bis family, 
and is fo ridiculouſly ſtocked with vanity and ſelf- 
conceit, that notwithſtanding my aſſurance before, 
and the whole ſeries of my conduct {ince our mar- 
riage, which ought to have convinced him of my 
diſlike, he is ſtill perſuaded, that at bottom I muſt 
admire and be enamoured of his agreeable perſon 
and accompliſhments, and that I would not fail 
to manifeſt my love, were I not ſpirited up againſt 
him by his own relations. Perhaps it might be 
their intereſt to foment the miſunderſtanding be- 
twixt us; but really they give themſelves no 
trouble about our affairs; and, ſo far as I know 
them, are a very good fort of people. On the 
whole, I think I may with juſtice pronounce my 
precious yoke-fellow a trifling, teaſing, iuſuffer- 
able, inconſiſtent creature. b 
Wich the little money which remained of what 
I had received from his Lordſhip for houſekeep- 
ing, I tranſported myſelf to Flanders, and arrived 
in Ghent, a few days aſter our troops were quar- 
tered in that city, which was ſo much crowded 
with theſe new vilitants, that I ſhould have found 
it impracticable to procure a lodging, had I not 
been accommodated by Lord R— B—;, the Duke 
of A——s youngeſt brother, who very politely 
ave me up his own. Here I ſaw my friend Mr 
er who was overjoyed at my arrival, though 
| jealous 
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jealous of every man of his acquaintance; for he 
loved me with all the ardour of paſſion, and J re- 
garded him with all the perfection of friendſhip, 
which, had he lived, in time might have produced 
love; though that was a fruit which it nevet 
brought forth. Notwithſtanding his earneſt ſoli- 
citations to the contrary, I ſlayed but a week in 
Ghent, from whence I proceeded to Bruſſels, and 
fixed my abode in the Hotel de Flandre, among 
an agreeable ſet of gentlemen and ladies, with 
whom I ſpent my time very cheerfully. There 
was a ſort of court in this city, frequented by all 
the officers who could: obtain permiſhon to go 
thitherz and the place in general was gay and 
agreeable. I was introduced to the beſt families, 
and very happy in my acquaintance; for the 
ladies were polite, good tempered, and obliging, 
and treated me with. the utmoit hoſpitality and 
reſpect. Among others, I contracted a friendſhip 
with Madame la Comteſſe de C-, and her two 
daughters, who were very amiable young ladies 
and became intimate with the Princels C——, 


and Counteſs W——, lady of the bed-chamber 


to the Queen of Hungary, and a great favourite 
of the governor Monſieur D'H——, in whoſe 


| Houſe ſhe lived with his wife, who was alſo a lady 


of a very engaging diſpoſition. TY 
Soon after I had fixed my habitation at Bruſ- 
ſels, the company at our Hotel was increaſed by 
three officers, who profeſſed themſelves my ad- 
mirers, and came from Ghent, wiih a view of 


| ſoliciting my love. This triumvirate conſiſted of 


the Scoich Earl of ——, Lörd R— M—, and ano- 


ther young officer : the firſt was a man of a very 
genteel figure and amorous complexion, danced 
well, and had a great deal of good humour, with 
ol a mixture 
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4 mixture of vanity and ſelf-conceit. The ſecond 
had a good face, though a clumſy perſon, and a 
very ſweet diſpoſition, very much adapted for the 
ſentimental paſſion of love : and the third (Mr 
W—— by name) was tall, thin, and well-bred, 
with a great ſtock of good+nature and vivacity. 
'Theſe adventurers began their addreſſes in general 
acts of pallantry, that comprehended ſeveral of 
my female friends, with whom we uſed to engage 
in parties of pleaſure, both in the city and the 
environs, which are extremely agreeable. hen 
they thought they had taken the preliminary ſteps 
of ſecuring themſelves in my good opinion and 
eſteem, they agreed to go on without farther de- 
lay, and that Lord —— ſhould make the firſt. 
attack upon my heart, | | 
He accordingly-laid ſiege to me, with ſuch 
warmth and aſliduity, that I believe he deceived 
himſelf, and began to think he was actually in 
love, though, at bottom, he felt no impulſe that 
deſerved the ſacred name. Though I diſcouraged 
him in the beginning, he perſecuted me with his 
addreſſes; he always ſat by me at dinner, and im- 
parted a thouſand trifles in continual whiſpers, 
which attracted the notice of the company ſo 
much, that I began to fear his behaviour would 
give riſe to ſome report to my prejudice z and 
therefore avoided him with the utmoſt caution. 
Notwithſtanding all my care, however, he found 
means one night, while my maid, who lay in m 
room, went down ſtairs, to get into my chamber 
after I was a-bed ; upon which, I ſtarted up, and 
told him, that if he ſhould approach me, I would 
alarm the houſe; for I never wanted courage and 
reſolutioſf. Perceiving my diſpleaſure, he kneeled 
by the bed-ſide, begg'd I 1 have pity on his 


Vox. III. ſufferings, 
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ſufferings, and ſwore T ſhould have a carte blanche 
to the utmoſt extent of his fortune. To theſe 
propoſals I made no other reply, but that of pro- 
reſting I would never ſpeak to him again, if he 
did not quit my apartment that moment; upon 
which he thought proper to withdraw; and I ne- 
ver afterwards gave him an opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing to me on the ſame ſubject; ſo that, in a few 
weeks, he ſeparated himſelf from our ſociety, 
though the ladies of Bruſſels conſidered him as 
my lover, becauſe, of all the other officers, he was 


their greateſt favourite. | 


His Lordſhip being thus repulſed, Mr W 
took the field, and aſſailed my heart in a very dif- 
ferent manner. He ſaid he knew not how to 
make love, but was a man of honour, would keep 
the ſecret, and ſo forth. To this cavalier addreſs I 
anſwered, that I was not angry, as T otherwiſe 
ſhould have been at his blunt declaration, - becauſe 
1 found, by his own confeſſion, he did not know 
what was due to the ſex and my unhappy” fitua- 


tion in ſome ſhape'excuſed him for a liberty which 


he would not have dreamed of taking, had not my 
misfortunes encouraged his preſumption. But T 
would deal with him in his own way; and, far 
from aſſuming the prude, frankly aſſured him, 

that he was not at all to my taſte, hoping he 
would conſider my diſlike as a ſufficient reaſon to 
reject his love. ; 0 
Lord R—— began to feel the ſymptoms of a 


genuine paſſion, which be carefully cheriſhed in 
filence, being naturally diffident and baſhful; but, 
by the very means he uſed to conceal it from my 
obſetvation, I plainly diſcerned the ſituation of 
his heart, and was not at all diſpleaſed at the pro- 
greſs I had made in his inclinations. Meanwhile, 


he 
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he cultivated my acquaintance with great aſſi- 
duity and reſpect, attended me in all my excur- 
ſions, and particularly in an expedition to Ant- 
werp, with two other gentlemen, where, in down- 
right gaietẽ de cœur, we fat for our pictures, which 
were drawn in one piece; one of the party being 
repreſented in the dreſs of an huſſar, and another 
in that of a running ſootman. This incident I 
mention, becauſe the performance, which is now 
in my poſſcſhon, gave birth to a thouſand ground- 
leſs reports that circulated in, England at our ex- 
pence. _ 

It was immediately after this jaunt, that Lord 
R—— began to diſcloſe his paſſion; though he, 
at the ſame time, ſtarted ſuch objections as ſeemed 
well nigh to extinguiſh his hopes, lamenting, that, 
even if be ſhould have the happineſs to engage 
my affeckions, his fortune was too inconſiderable 
to ſupport us againſt the efforts of Lord ——, 
| ſhould he attempt to interrupt our felicity; and 
that he himſelf was obliged to follow the motions . 
of the army. In ſhort, he ſeemed to conſider my 
ſelicity more than his own, and behaved with 
ſuch delicacy, as gradually made an impreſſion on 
my heart; ſo that, when we parted, we agreed to 
renew our correſpondence in England. | 
In the midſt of theſe agreeable amuſements, 
which I enjoyed in almoſt all the different towns 
of Flanders, I happened to be at Ghent one day, 
fitting among a good deal of company, in one of 
their Hotels, when a poſt-chaiſe ſtopped at the 
gate; upon which we went to the windows to 
iatisfy. our curioſity, when who ſhould ſtep out 
of the convenience, but my little inſignificant I.ord, 
I no ſooner announced him to the company, than 
all the gentlemen aſked whether they ſhould ſtay 
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and protect me, or withdraw; and when I affured 


them, that their protection was not neceſſary, one 
and all of them retired ; though Lord R—— 
M—— went no farther than the parlour below, 
being determined to ſcreen me againſt all violence 
and compulſion. I ſent a meſſage to my Lord, 
defiring bim to walk up into my apartment; but 
although his ſole errand was to ſee and carry me 
off, he would not venture to accept of my invita- 


tion, till he had demanded me in form, from the 


governor of the place. 
That gentleman being altogether a ſtranger to 
his perſon and character, referred him to the 


_ commanding officer of the Engliſh troops, who 


was a man of humour, and, upon his Lordſhip's 
application, pretended to doubt his identity; ob- 
ſerving, that he had always heard Lord re- 
preſented as a jolly corpulent man. He gave him 
to underſtand, however, that even granting him 
to be the perſon, I was by no means ſubject to 
military law, unleſs he could prove that I had 
ever liſted in his Majeſty's ſervice. 

Thus diſappointed in his endeavours, he re- 
turned to the inn, and, with much perſuaſion, 
truſted himſelf in my dining- room, after having 
ſtationed his attendant at the door, in caſe of ac- 
cidents. When I aſked, what had procured me 


the honour of this viſit; he told me, his buſineſs 


and intention were to carry me home. This de- 
claration produced a conference, in which I argued 
the caſe with him; and matters were accommo- 
dated for the preſent, by my promiſing to be in 
England ſome time in September, on condition 
that he would permit me to live by myſelf, as be- 
fore, and immediately order the arrears of my 


pin-money to be paid. He aſſented to every 
| _ thing 


& 
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thing 1 propoſed, returned in peace to his own 
country, and the deficiencies of my allowance 
were made good; while I returned to Bruſſels, 
where I ſtaid until my departure for England, 
which I regulated in ſuch a manner as was con- 
ſiſtent with my engagement. 

I took lodgings in Pall-Mall, and ſending for 
my Lord, convinced him of my punctuality, and 
put him in mind of his promiſc ; when, to my 
utter aſtoniſhment and confuſion, he owned, that 
bis promiſe was no more than a decoy to bring 
me over, and that I muſt lay my account with 
living in his houſe like a dutiful and obedient 
wife. I beard him with the indignation ſuch 
treatment deſerved, upbraiding him with his per- 
fidious dealing, which, I told him, would have 
determined me againſt cohabitation with him, 
had I not been already reſolved : and, being deſti- 
tute of all reſource, repaired to Bath, where 1 
alterwards met with Mr D—— and Mr R——, 


two gentlemen who had been my fellow-paſſen= 


gers in the yacht from Flanders, and treated me 


with great friendſhip and politeneſs, without ei- 


ther talking or thinking of love. 

With theſe gentlemen, who were as idle as my- 
ſelf, I went to the jubilee at Preſton, which was 
no other than a great number of people aflembled 
in a ſmall town, extremely ill accommodated, to 
partake of diverſions that were bad imitations of 
plays, concerts, and maſquerades. If the world 
{t.ould place to the account of my.indiſcretion, 
my travelling in this manner with gentlemen to 
whom I had no particular attachment, let it alſo 
be conſidered, as an alleviation, that I always 
lived in terrce of my Lord, and ae was 


| & often obliged to ms my quarters; ſo that my 


3 finances 
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finances being extremely ſlender, I ſtood the more 
in need of aſſiſtance and protection. I was, be- 
ſides, young, inconſiderate, and ſo ſimple, as to 
fuppoſe the figure of an ugly man would always 
ſecure me from cenſure on his account: neither 
did I ever dream of any man's addrefles, until he 
made an actual declaration of his love. | 
Upon my return to Bath, I was again haraſſed 
by Lord ——, who came thither accompanied by 
my father, whom I was very glad to ſee, though 
he importuned me to comply with my huſband's 
deſire, and for the future keep meaſures with the 
world. This remonſtrance about living with my 
Lord, which he conftantly repeated, was the on! 


Inſtance of his unkindneſs which I ever felt. But 


all bis admonitions were not of force ſufficient to 
ſhake my refolution in that particular; though 


the debate continued fo late, that I told his Lord- 
ſhip, it was high time to retire, for I could not 
accommodate htm with a bed. He then gave me 


to underftand, that he would ſtay where he was; 
upon which my father took his leave, on pretence 


of looking our for a lodging for himſelf. 


The little gentleman being now left tete 2 72s 
with me, began to diſcover ſome ſigns of appre- 
benſion in his looks; but, muſtering up all his re- 
ſolution, he went te the door, called up three of 
his ſervants, whom he placed as centinels upon 
the ſtair, and flounced into my elbow-chair, where 


he refigned himſelf to reſt. Intending to go to 


bed, I thought it was but juſt and decent that 1 
ſhould ſcreen myſelf from the intruſion of his 
footmen, and with that view bolted the door. 
Lord -, hearing himfelf locked in, ſtarted up 
in the utmoſt terror and conſternation, kicked the 


. Goor with his heel, and (creamed aloud, as if _ 6 


f 
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had been in the hands of an affaſſin, My father, 
who had not yet quitted the houſe, hearing theſe 
outcrics, ran up ſtairs again, and coming through 


my bed-chamber, into the dining-room where we 


were, found me' almoſt ſuffocated with laughter, 
and his heroic ſon-in-law ſtaring like cne who 
had loſt his wits, with his hair ſtanding on end. 
When my father aſked the meaning of his ex- 
clamations, he told him, with all the ſymptoms of 
diſmay, that I had locked him in, and he did not 
underſtand ſuch uſage: but I explained the whole 
myltery, by ſaying, I had bolted the door, becauſe 
I did not like the company of his ſervants, and 
could not imagine the cauſe of his panic, unleſs 
he thought I deſigned to raviſh him; an inſult, 


than which nothing was farther from my inten- 


tion. My father could ſcarce refrain from laugh- 
ing at his ridiculous fear; but, ſeeing bim in 
great confuſion, took pity on his condition, and 
carried him off to his own lodgings, after I had 

iven my word that I would not attempt to e- 
cape, but give him audience next morning, I 
accordingly kept my promiſe, and found means to 
zerſuade them to leave me at my own diſcretion. 
Next day, I was rallied upon the ſtratagem I had 
contrived to frighten Lord ; and a thouſand 
idle ſtories were told about this adventure, which 
happened literally as I have related it. 


From Bath I berook myſelf to a ſmall houſe 


near Lincoln, which 1 had hired of the D— cf 


A, becauſe a country life ſuited beſt with m 


income, which was no more than four kundred 


pounds a year, and that not well paid. I con- 
tinued ſome months in this retirement, and {aw 
no company except Lord R—— M——, who 
lived in the neighbourhood, and viſited me twice; 


till, 
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till, finding myſelf indiſpoſed, I was obliged to 
remove to London, and took lodgings in Maddox- 
ſtreet, where my garriſon was taken by ſtorm, by 
my Lord and his ſteward, reinforced by Mr L—— 


V, (who, as my Lord told me, had a ſubſidy 
of five and twenty pounds, before he would take 
the field) and a couple of hardy footmen. This 
formidable band ruſhed into my apartment, laid 
violent hands upon me, dragged me down ſtairs 
without gloves or a cloak, and thruſting me into 
a coach that flood at the door, conveyed me to 
my Lord's lodgings in Glouceſter-ſtreet. 7 
Upon this occaſion, his Lordſhip courageouſſy 
drew his ſword upon my woman, who attempted 
to defend me from his inſults, and, in all proba- 
bility, would have intimidated him from proceed- 
ing; for be looked pale and aghaſt, his knees 
knocked together, and he breathed thick and 
bard, with his noſtrils dilated, as if he had ſeen 
a ghoſt. But he was encouraged by his merce- 
nary aſſociate, who, for the ſive and twenty 
pounds, ſtood by him in the day of trouble, and 
ſpirited him on to this gallant enterprize. 

In conſequence of this exploit, I was cooped up 
in a paltry apartment in Glouceſter-ſtreet, where 
F was clcfe beſet by his Lordſhip, and his worthy 
ſteward Mr H „ With a ſct of ſervants that 
were the creatures of this fellow, of whom Lord 
—— dimſelf ſtood in awe; ſo that I could not 
help thinking myſelf in Newgate, among thieves 
and ruffians. To fuch a degree did my terror 
ariſe, that I actually believed I was in danger of 
being poiſoned, and would not receive any fuften- 
ance, except from the hands of one harmleſs 
looking fellow, a foreigner, who was my Lord's 
ralet de chambre. I will not pretend to * 
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fears were juſt; but ſuch was my opinion of 
H n, that I never doubted he would put me 
out of the way, if he thought my life interfered 
with his intereſt, 

On the ſecond day of my impriſonment, I was 
viſited by the Duke of L—=—, a friend of my 
Lord, who found me fitting upon a trunk, in a 
poor little dining-room filled with lumber, and 
lighted with two bits of tallow candle, which had 
been left over night. He perceived in my coun- 
tenance a mixture of rage, indignation, terror, 
and deſpair : he e my ſufferings, 
though he could not alleviate my diſtreſs, any 
other way than by interceding with my tyrant 10 
mitigate my oppreſhon, Nevertheleſs, I remained 
eleven dayc in this uncomfortable ſituation ; I was 
watched like a criminal all day, and one of the 
ſervants walked from one room to another all 
night, in the nature of a patrole ; while my Lord, 
who lay in the chamber above me, got out of bed, 
and tripp'd to the window, at the ſound of every 
coach that chanced to paſs through the ſtreet. 
H——n, who was conſummate in the arts of a 
ſycophant, began to court my favour, by condol- 
ing my affliction, and aſſuring me, that the only 


method by which 1 could regain my liberty, was 


a cheerful compliance with the humour of my 
Lord. I was fully convinced of the truth of this 
obſervation ; and, though my temper is altogether 
averſe to diſſimulation, attempted to affect an air of 
ſerenity and reſignation. But this diſguiſe, I 
found, would not anſwer my purpoſe; and there- 
fore I had recourſe to the aſſiſtance of my maid, 
who was permitted to attend me in my confine- 
ment. With her I frequently conſulted about 
the means of accompliſhing my eſcape. In con- 

ſequence 
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ſequence of our deliberations, ſne directed a coach 
and fix to be ready at a certain part of the town, 
and to wait for me three days in the ſame place, 
in caſe I could not come before the expiration of 
that term nat natiogtch prowt gd eg) 

This previous meaſure being taken according to 
my inſtructions, the next neceſſary ſtep was to. e- 
tude the vigilance of my guard: and in this man- 
ner did I effeQtuate my, purpoſe. Being, by this 
time, indulged in the liberty of going out in the 
coach, for the benefit of the air, attended by two 
footmen, who had orders to watch all my motions, 
I made uſe, of this privilege one forenoon, when 
Lord — expected ſome company to dinner, and 
bade the coachman drive to the lodgings of a man 
who wrote with bis mouth, intending to give my 
ſpies the ſlip, on pretence of ſeeing this curioſity: 
but they were too alert in their duty to be thus 
out witted, and followed me up ſtairs into the very 
Diſappointed in this. hope, I revelved another 
ſcheme which was attended with ſucceſs. I bought 
ſome chyes at an oil-ſhop ; and telling the ſer- 
vants I would proceed to St James's gate, and take 
a turn in. the Park, broke one of the bottles by the 
way, complained of the misfortune: when. I was 


4 1 & 


ſet down, and deſired that my coach might be 


cleaned before my return. - While my attendants 
were employed in this office, I tripped acroſs the 
parade to the borſe-guards, and chanced to meet 


with an acquaintance in the Park, who ſaid, he 


| ſaw by my countenance that I was upon ſome ex- 
pedition. I owned his ſuppoſition was juſt; but, 
as I had not time to relate particulats, 1 quicken- 


ed my pace, and took poſſeſſion of a_hackney- 


coach, 


— 
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coach, in which I proceeded to the vehicle which 
I had appointed to be in waiting. 

White 1 thus compaſſed my eſcape, there was 
nothing but. perplexity and confuſion at home; 
dinner was delayed till fix o'clock; my Lord ran 

alf the town over in queſt of his equipage, which 
at laſt returned, with an account of my elope- 
ment. My maid was brought to the queſtion, 
and grievouſly threatened; but (like all the wo- 
men I ever had) remained unſhaken in her fideli- 
ty. In the mean time, I travelled night and day 
towards my retreat in Lincolnſhire, of which his 
'Lordſhip had not, as yet, got the leaſt intelli- 
gence; and as my coachman was but an unexpe- 
rienced driver, I was obliged to make uſe of my 
own ſkill- in that exerciſe, and direct his endea- 
vours the Whole way, without venturing to go to 
bed, or take the leaſt repoſe, until I reached my 
own habitation. There I lived in peace and tran- 
Auillity for the ſpace of ſix weeks, when I was a- 
-Jarmed by one of my Lord's myrmidons, who 
came into the neighbourhood, bluſtering and 
ſwearing, that he would carry me off, either dead 
or alive. N 
It is not to be ſuppoſed that I was perfectly eaſy 
when I was made acquainted with his purpoſe and 
declaration, as my whole family conſiſted of no 
more than a couple of women and one footman. 
However, I ſummoned up my courage, which had 
been often tried, and never forſook me in the da 
of danger; and ſent him word, that if ever he 
ſhould preſume to approach my houſe, I would or- 
der him to be ſhot without ceremony. The fel- 
low did not chooſe to put me to the trial, and re- 
turned to town without his errand. But as the 
place of my abode was now diſcovered, I laid my 
55 8 8 account 
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account with having a viſit from his employer 11 
therefore planted ſpies upon the road, with a pro- 
miſe of reward to him who ſhould bring me the 
firſt intelligence of his Lordſhip's approach. 
Accordingly, I was one morning apprized of 
bis coming; and, mounting horſe immediately, 
with my woman and valet, away we rode, in de- 
fiance of winter. In two days I traverſed the 
wilds of Lincolnſhire and hundreds of Eſſex, croſ- 
ſed the river at Tilbury, breakfaſted at Chatham; 
by the help of a guide and moon-light arrived at 
Dover the ſame evening z embarked for Calais, in 
which place I found myſelf next day at two 
o'clock in the afternoon z and being heartily tired 
with my journey, betook myſelf to reſt, My 
maid, who was not able to travel with ſuch expe- 
dition, followed me at an eaſier pace; and the 
footman was ſo aſtoniſhed at my perſeverance, that 
he could not help aſking upon the road, if ever I 
was weary in my life, Certain it is, my ſpirits 
and reſolution have enabled me to undergo fa- 
tigues that were almoſt incredible. From Calais 
1 went to Bruſſels, where I again ſet up my reſt 
in private lodgings z was again perfectly well te- 
ceived by the faſhionable people of that place 
and, by the intereſt of my friends, obtained the 
Queen of Hungary's protection againſt the perſe- 
cution of my huſband, while I ſhould reſide in the 
Auſtrian Netherlands. 
Thus ſecured, I lived uncenſured, converſing 
| with the Englith company, with which this city 
1 was crowded, but ſpent the molt agreeable part of 
= my time with the Counteſs of Calemberg, in 
whoſe houſe I generally dined and ſupped ; and I 
alſo contraſted an intimacy with the Princeſs of 
Chemay, 
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Chemay, who was a great favourite with Madame 
D'Harrach, the governor's lady. Wy 
I had not been long in this happy Gtuation, 
when I was diſturbed by the arrival of Lord 
who demanded me of the governor z but findin 
me ſheltered from his power, he (et out for Vi- 
enna z and, in conſequence of his repreſentations, 
ſtrengthened with the Duke of N==—" name, my 
protection was withdrawn, But, before this ap- 
lication, he had gone to the camp, and addreſ- 
ed himſelf to my Lord Stair, who was my parti- 
cular friend and ally by my firſt marriage, de- 
firing he would compel me to return to his houſe, 
His Lordſhip Gold him, that I was in no ſhape 
ſubjeck to his command; but invited bim to din- 
ner, with a view of diverting himſelf and com- 
ny, at the expence of his gueſt, In the even- 
ing, he was plied with ſo many bumpers to my 
health, that he became intoxicated, and extremely 
_ obſtreperous z inſiſted upon ſeeing Lord Stair, after 
he was retired to reſt; and quarrelled with Lord 
D——, who being a tall, large, raw-boned Scotch» 
man, could have ee him at one mouth. 
ful; but he thought he might venture to challenge 
him, in hopes of being put under arreſt by the ge- 
neral: though he reckoned without his hoſt; Lord 
Stair knew his diſpoſition, and, in order to puniſh 
| his preſumption, winked at the affair. The chal- 
lenger, finding himſelf miſtaken in his conjecture, 
ot up early in the morning, and went off poſt for 
Vienna: and Lord Stair defired a certain man of 
quality to make me a viſit, and give me an ac- 
count of his behaviour, | 
Being now deprived of my protection and pin- 
money, which my generous huſband would no 
longer pay, I was reduced to great difficulty and 
OL, III, | Q | diſtreſs, | 
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diſtreſs. The Duttheſs D' Aremberg, Lord G-, 
and many other perſons of diſtinction, interceded- 
in my behalf with his Majeſty, who was then a- 
broad; but he refuſed to interpoſe between man 
and wife. 'The Counteſs of Calemberg wrote a 
letter to my father, in which ſhe repreſented my 
uncomfortable fituation, and undertook to anſwer 
for my conduct, in caſe he would allow me 2 
"ſhall annuity, on which I could live independent 
of Lord ——; who, by all accounts, was a wretch 
with whom I could never enjoy the leaſt happi- 
neſs or quiet; otherwiſe ſhe would be the firſt to 
adviſe me to an accommodation. She gave him 
to underſtand, that her charaQtet was neither 
doubtful nor obſcure; and that if my conduct 
there had not been irreproachable, ſhe ſhould not 
have taken me under her protection: that as I 
| Propoſed to board in a convent, a ſmall fam would 
_ anſwer my occaſions; but, if that ſhould be de- 
nied, I would aQtually go to ſervice, or take ſome / 
other deſperate ſtep, to avoid the man who was 
my bane and averfron. 355 N 
To this kind remonſtrance my father anſwer- 
eds, that his fortune would not allow him to aſſiſt 
me: he had now a young family; and that I 
ought at all events, to return to my huſband. 
By this time, ſuch was the extremity of my cir- 
cumftances, that I'was forced to pawn my clothes, 
ant evety trifling trinket in my poſſeſſion; and 
even to deſcend fo far as to ſolicit Mr S—— for 
a loaw of fifty pounds, which he refuſed. 
Thus was I deferted; in my diſtreſs, by two 

© perſons, to whom, in the ſeaſon of my affluence, 
my purſe had been always open. Nothing fo ef- 
fectually ſubdues a ſpirit unuſed to ſupplicate, as 
want: repulſed in this manner, I ak cats. to 
e 95 ord 
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Lord B——, who was alſo (it ſeems) unable to 
relieve my neceſſities. This mortification I de- 
ſerved at bis hands, though he had once put it in 
my power to be above. ſuch. paltry applications; 
and I'thould not have been compelled to the dif- 
agreeable taſk of troubling my ſriends, had not I 
voluntarily reigned what he formerly gave me. 
As to the other gentleman to whom I addreſſed 
myſelf on this occaſion, I think. he might have 
ſhewn more regard to my fituation, not only 
ſor the reaſons already mentioned, but becauſe 
he knew me too well, to be ignorant of what I 
mult have ſuffered in condeſcending to make ſuch 
a requeſt. | | : EXD 
Several officers, who gueſſed my adverſity, ge- 
neroully offered to fupply me with money ; but I 
could not bring myſelf to make uſe: of their 
friendſhip, or even to own my diltreſs, except to 
one perſon, of whom I borrowed a ſmall ſum. 
To crown my misfortunes, I was taken very ill, 
at a time when there was no other way of avoid- 
ing the clutches of my perſecutor, but by a pre- 
cipitate flight. In this emergency, I applicd to a 
worthy gentleman at Bruſſels, a very good friend 
of mine, but no lover. I ſay no lover, becauſe 
every man is ſuppoſed to act in that capacity who 
beſriends a young woman in diſtreſs. . This gene- 
rous Fleming {ct out with me, in the night, from 
Brufſels, and conducted me to the frontiers of 
France. Deing very much indiſpoſed both in mind 
and body when I was obliged to undertake this 
expedition, I ſhould, in all probability, have ſunk 
under the fatigue of travelling, had not my fpirits 
been kept up by the converfation of my compa=- 
nion, who was a man of buſineſs and conſe- 


quence, and undertook to manage my affairs in 
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ſuch a manner as would enable me to re-eſtabliſh 
my refidence in the place I had left. He was 
young and active, attended me with the utmoft 
care and aſſiduity, and left nothing undone which 


he thought would contribute to my eaſe and ſatif- 


faction. I believe his friendſhip for me was a 
little tinctured with another paſſion; but he was 
married, and lived very well with his wife, who 
was alſo my friend ; ſo that he knew I would never 
think of him in the light of a lover. 

Upon our arrival at Valenciennes, he accom- 
modated me with a little money (for a little was 


all I would take) and returned to his own city, 
after we had ſettled a correſpondence by letters. 


I was detained a day or two in this place by my 
indiſpoſition, which increaſed ; but nevertheleſs 
proceeded to Paris, to make intereſt for a pro- 
tection from the king of France, which that mo- 


narch graciouſly accorded me, in three days after 


my firſt application; and his miniſter ſent orders 
to all the governors and intendants of the pro- 
vince towns, to protect me againſt the efforts of 
, in whatever place I ſhould chooſe to 


reſide. 


this favour, and tarried a few days at Paris, which 
was a place altogether unſuitable to the low ebb 
of my fortune, I repaired to Liſle, where I intend- 
ed to fix my habitation ; and there my diſorder re- 
eurred with ſuch violence, that I was obliged to 
fend for a phyſician, who ſeemed to have Foc a 


diſciple of Sangrado; for he ſcarce left a drop of 


blood in my body, and yet I found myſelf never 


a whit the better. Indeed, I was ſo much ex- 


haufted by theſe evacuations, and my conſtitution 
ſo much impaired by fatigue and perturbation cf 
mind, 


Having returned my thanks at Verſailles for 
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mind, that I had no other hope of recovering but 
that. of reaching England, and putting myſelf un- 
der the direction of a phyſician on whoſe ability I 
could depend. | 

With this doubtful proſpect, therefore, I deter- 
mined to attempt a return to my native air, and 
actually departed from Liſle, in ſuch a melancholy 
enfcebled condition, that I had almoſt fainted 
when I was put into the coach. But before I re- 
ſolved upon this journey, I was reduced to the 


utmoit exigence of fortune; ſo that I could ſcarce 


afford to buy proviſions, had it been in my power 
to eat, and ſhould not have been able to defray 
my travelling-expences, had I not been 8 
befriended by Lord R—- M——, who (I am 
ſure) would have done any thing for my cafe and 
accommodation, though he bas unjuſtly incurred 
the imputation of being parſimonious ; and I had 
no reaſon to expect any "ſuch favour at his hands. 

In this deplorable ſtate of health I was convey- 


ed to Calais, being all the way (as it were) in the 
arms of death, without having ſwallowed the leaſt 


fuſtenance on the road. So much was my indiſ- 
poſition augmented by the fatigue of the journey, 
that I ſwooned when I, was brought i into the inn, 
and had almoſt expired before I could receive the 
lealt aſſiſtance or advice: however, my fpirits 
were a little revived by ſome bread and wine, 
which 1 took at the perſuaſion of a French ſur- 
geon, who, chancing to paſs by the door, was 
called up to my relief. Having ſent, my ſervant 
to Bruſſels, to take care of my clothes, I embark- 


ed in the packet-boat, and, by that time. we arriv- 


ed at Dover, was almolt in CHEE. 
Here I found a return coach, in which I. Was: 
caitied to London, and was put to bed in the 
3 houſe 
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houſe where we put up, more dead than alive. 
The people of the inn fent for an apothecary, who 
a2dminiſtered ſome cordial that recalled me to 
life; and when I recovered the uſe of ſpeech, I 
told him who I was, and defired him to wait up- 
on Dr 5 „and inform him of my ſituation. 
A young girl, who was niece to the landlord's 
wife, ſeeing me unattended, made a tender of her 
ſervice to me; and J accepted the offer, as well as 
of a lodging in the apothecary's houfe, to which 
J was conveyed as ſoon as my ſtrength would ad- 


mit of my removal. There 1 was viſited by my 


phyſician, who was ſhocked to find me in ſuch a 
dangerous condition: however, having conſider- 
ed my caſe, he perceived that my indiſpoſition 
proceeded from the calamities I had undergone, 
and encouraged me with the hope of a ſpeedy 
cure, provided I could be kept eaſy and undiſ- 
turbed. v 

I was accordingly attended with all imaginable 
care; my Lord's name being never mentioned in 
my hearing, becauſe I conſidered him as the fatal 
fource of all my misfortunes; and in a month I 
Tecovered my health, by the great ſkill and ten- 
derneſs of my doQtor, who now finding me ſtrong 
enough to encounter freſh troubles, endeavoured 
to perſuade me, that it would be my wiſeſt ſtep to 
- return to my huſband, whom, at that time, he 
had often occaſion to ſee. But I rejected his pro- 
poſal, commenced a new law-ſuit for ſeparation, 
and took a ſmall houſe in St James's-ſquare. 

About this time, my woman returned from 
Bruflels, but without my clothes, which were de- 
| tained on account of the money I owed in that 
place; and aſking her diſmiſſion from my ſervice, 
bt up ſhop for herſelf. - I had not lived many 
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weeks in my new habitation, when my perſecutor 
_ renewed his attempts to make himſelf maſter of 
my perſon ; but I had learned from experience, 
to redouble my vigilance, and he was fruſtrated 
in all his endeavours. I was again happy in the 
converſation of my former acquaintance, and vis 
fited by a great number of gentlemen, moſtly 
perſons of probity and ſenſe, who cultivated my 
friendſhip, without any other. motive of attach- 
ment. Not that I was unſolicited on the article 
; of love: that was a theme on which I never want- 
ed orators; and could I have prevailed upon my- 
felf to profit by the advances that were made, I 
might have managed my opportunities, ſo as to 
have ſet fortune at defiance for the future. But 


[| I was none of thoſe ceconomiſts, who can ſacrifice 
| their hearts to intereſted confiderations. 
1 One evening, while I was converſing with three 


1 or four of my friends, my lawyer came in, and 

told me he had ſomething of conſequence to im- 
part; upon which, all the gentlemen but one 
went away. Then he gave me to underſtand, that 
my ſuit would immediately come to trial; and 
though he hoped the beſt, the iſſue was uncertain: \ 
that if it ſhould be given againſt me, the deciſion 
would inſpire my Lord with freſh ſpirits to diſturb 
my peace: and therefore it would be convenient 
for me to retire, until the affair ſhould be brought 
to a determination. | | 

g I was very much diſconcerted at this intelli- 
gence; and the gentleman, who ſtaid, perceiving 
my concern, aſked what I intended to do, or if 
he could ſerve me in any ſhape; and deſired to 
know whither I propoſed to retreat. I affected to 
laugh, and anſwered, © To a garret, I believe.” 
To this over-ſtrained raillery he replied, that if I 
EIS. ſhould, ; 
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ſhould, his friendſhip and regard would find the 
way to my apartment; and I had no reaſon to 
doubt the ſincerity of his declaration. We con- 
ſulted about the meaſures I ſhould take; and I 
determined to remove into the country, where I 
was ſoon favoured with a letter from him, where- 
in he expreſſed. the infinite pleaſure he had in be- 
ing able to aſſure me, that my ſuit had been ſuc- 
ceſsful, and that I might appear again with great 

ſafety. | | 
Stats I returned to town in his coack 
and fix, which he had ſent for my convenience, 
and the ſame evening went with him to the maſ- 
querade, vhere we paſſed the night very agree- 
ably, his ſpirits, as well as mine, being elevated 
to a joyous pitch, by the happy event of my pro- 
ceſs. This gentleman was a perſon of great ho- 
nour, worth, and good nature; he loved me ex- 
tremely, but did not care that I ſhould know the 
extent of his paſſion: on the contrary, he endea- 
voured to perſuade me, he had laid it down as a 
maxim, that no woman ſhould ever have power 
enough over his heart, to give him the leaſt pain or 
diſquiet. In ſhort, he had made a progreſs in my 
affection, and to his generobhty was I indebted for 
my ſubſiſtence two whole years; during which, he 
was continually profeſſing this philoſophic indif- 
ference, while, at the ſame time, he was giving 
me daily aſſurances of his friendſhip and eſteem, 
and treating me with inceſfant marks of the moſt 
paſſionate love; ſo that I concluded his intention 
was cold, though his temper was warm. Conft-. 
dering myſelf as an incumbrance upon his for- 
tune, I redoubled my endeavours to obtain a ſe- 
parate maintenance from my Lord, and removed 
from St James's Square to lodgings. at Kenſing- 
+ = Rs 
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ton, where I had not long enjoyed myſelf in tran- 
quillity, before it was interrupted by a very unex- 
pected viſit. 

While I was buſy one day dreſſing in my dining- 
room, I found his Lordſhip at my elbow, before 
I was aware of his approach, although his coach 


was at the door, and the houſe already in the poſ- 


ſeſſion of his ſervants, He accoſted me in the 
uſual ſtyle, as if we had parted the night before; 
and I anſwered him with an appearance of the 


ſame careleſs familiarity, defiring him to fit down, 


* 


while I retreated to my chamber, locked the door, 
and fairly went to bed; being, perhaps, the firſt 
woman who went thither for protection from the 
inſults of a man. Here, then, I immured myſelf 
with my faithful Abigail. My Lord finding me 
ſecured, knocked at the door, and, through the 


key- hole, begged to be admitted; aſſuring me, 


that all he wanted was a conference. I delired to 
be excuſed, though I believed his aſſurance; but 


1 had no inclination to converſe with him, be- 


cauſe I knew from experience the nature of his 
converſation, which was ſo diſagreeable and tor- 
menting, that I would have exchanged it at any 
time for a good beating, and thought myſelf a 
gainer by the bargain. However, he perſiſted in 
his importunities to ſuch a degree, that I aſſented 
to his propoſal, on condition that the Duke of 
L—— ſhould be preſent at the interview; and he 
immediately ſent a meſſage to his Grace, while L 
in peace ate my breakfaſt, conveyed in a baſket, 
which was hoiſted up to,the window of my bed- 
chamber. ? 

The Duke was ſo kind as to come at my Lord's 
requeſt, and, before I would open the door, gave 
me his word, that «I ſhould be protected from all 

Bo violence 
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violence and compulſion. Thus affured, they were 
permitted to enter. My little gentleman, fitting 


down by my bed-ſide, began to repeat the old 


hackneyed arguments he had formerly uſed, with 
the view of inducing me to live with him; and bL 
on my fide, repeated my former objections, or pre- 
tended to liſten to his repreſentations, while my 
imagination was employed in contriving the means 
of off Eting an eſcape, as the Duke eaſily perceiv- 
ed by my countenance. 

Finding all his remonſtrances ineffectual, he 
quitted the chamber, and left his-cauſe to he elo- 
quence of his Grace, who fat with me a whole 
half hour, without exerting himſelf much in be- 
half of his client, becauſe he knew I was altoge- 
ther obſtinate, and determined on that ſcore ; but 
joked upon the behaviour of his Lordſhip, who 
(though jealous of moſt people) had left him alone 
with me in my bed-chamver, obſerving, that he 
muſt either have great confidence in bis virtue, or 
a vcry bad opinion of him otherwiſe. In ſhort, 
I found means to defer the categorical anſwer till 
next day, and invited the Duke and his Lordſhip 
to dine with me to-morrow, My wiſe yoke-tel- 
low ſcemed to doubt the fincerity of this invita- 


tion, and was very much diſpoſed to keep poſſeſ- 


ſion of my houſe: but, by the perſuaſions of his 


Grace, and the advice of H--—n, who was his 
chief counſellor and back, he was prevailed upon 


to take my word, and for the preſent left me. 
'They were no ſooner retired, than I roſe with 
great expedition, packed up my clothes, and took 


ſhelter in Eſſex ſor the firſt time. Next day, my 


Lord and his noble friend came to dinner, ac- 


cording to appointment; and, being informed of 


my cicape by my KOI, who 1 had leſt in the 
houſe, 


; 
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houſe, his Lordſhip diſcovered ſome ſigns of dif- 
content, and inſiſted upon ſeeing my papers; up- 


on which, my maid produced a parcel of bills 


which I owed to different people. Notwithſtand- 
ing this diſappointment, he ſat down to what was 
provided for dinner, and with great deliberation 


ate up a leg of lamb, the beſt part of a fowl, and 


ſomething elſe, which I do not now remember; 
and then very peaceably went away, giving my 
maid an opportunity of following me to the place 
of my retreat, | 


My intention was to have ſought refuge, as for- 


- 


merly, in another country: but I was prevented 


from putting my deſign in execution by a fit of ill- 


neſs, during which, I was viſited by my phyſician 


and ſome of my own relations, particularly a diſ- 


tant couſin of mine, whom my Lord had engaged 


in his intereſt, by promiſing to recompenſe her 
amply, if ſhe could perſuade me to comply with 
bis deſire. In this office ſhe was aſſiſted by the 
Doctor, who was my friend, and a man of ſenſe, 
for whom I have the molt perfect eſteem, though 
he and I have often differed in point of opinion. 
In a word, I was expoſed to the inceſſant impor— 


tunities of all my acquaintance, which, added to 


the deſperate circumſtances of my fortune, com- 


pelled me to embrace the terms that were offered, ' 
and I again returned to the domeſtic duties of a 


wiſe, 


was conducted to my Lord's houſe by an old 
friend of mine, a gentleman turned of fifty, of 


admirable parts and underſtanding; he was a pleat- 
ing companion, chearful and humane, and had 
acquired a great ſhare of my eſteem and reſpect, 


In a word, his advice had great weight in my de- 
liberations, becauſe it-ſeemed to be the reſult of 


experience 


/ 


n * Pure nd 


[\ 
, 
; 


10 THE ADVENTURES OF 


experience and diſintereſted friendſhip. Without 
all doubt, he had an unfeigned concern for my wel- 
fare ; but being an admirable politician, his ſcheme 
was to make my intereſt coincide with his own in- 
clinations; for I had unwittingly made an innova- 
tion upon his heart; and, as ke thought I ſhould 
hardly favour his paſhon, while I was at liberty 


to converſe with the reſt of my admirers, he coun- 


felled me to ſurrender that freedom, well know- 
ing that my Lord would be eaſily perſuaded to ba- 
niſh all his rivals from the houſe; in which caſe, 
he did not doubt of his being able to inſinuate him- 
ſelf into my affections; becauſe he laid it down 
as an eternal truth, that if any two perſons of 
different ſexes were obliged to hve together in a 
defert, where they would be excluded from' all 
other human intercourſe, they would naturally 


and inevitably contract an inclination for each o- 


ther. 
Ho juſt this hypotheſis may be, I leave to the 
determination of the curious; though, if I may 
be allowed to judge, from my own diſpoſition, . 
a couple ſo ſituated would be apt to imbibe mu- 
tual diſguſts, from the nature and neceſſity of their 
union; unleſs their aſſociation was at firſt the ef- 
ſect of reciprocal affection and eſteem. Be this 
as it will, I honour the gentleman for his plan, 
which was ingeniouſly contrived, and artfully con- 
ducted; but I happened to have too much addreſs 
for him in the ſequel, cunning as he was, though, 
at firſt, I did not > - dg his drift; and his Lord- 
ſhip was much leſs likely to comprehend his mean- 
ing. „ 
Nenn after this new accommodation, I 
was carried to a country houſe belonging to my 
Lord, and was ſimple enough to venture myſelf 
| (unattended 
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{unattended by any ſervant on whoſe integrity ! 
could depend) in the hands of his Lordſhip aud 


n, whoſe villany I always dreaded; though 
at this time my apprehenſions were conſiderably 
increaſed, by recolleCting, that it was not his in- 
tereſt to let me live in the houſe, leſt his conduct 
ſhould be inquired into; and by remembering, 
that the very houſe to which we were going, had 
been twice burnt down in a very ſhort ſpace of 


time, not without ſuſpicion of his having been the 
incendiary, on account of ſome box of writings 


which was loſt in the conflagration. True it is, 


this imputation was never made good, and per- 
haps he was altogether innocent of the charge, 
which, nevertheleſs, affected my ſpirits in ſuch a 
manner, as rendered me the moſt miſerable of 
of all mortals. In this terror did I remain, till 
my conſternation was weakened by the arrival of 
Mr Bal——, a good-natured, worthy man, whom 
my Lord had invited to his houſe, and I thought 


would not ſee me ill uſed. In a few weeks we 


were joined by Dr 5 and his lady, who viſit- 
ed us according to their promiſe; and it was re- 
ſolved that we ſhould ſet out for Tunbridge, on a 


party of pleaſure, and, at our return, examine 
H—n's accounts. 7115 


Ibis laſt part of our ſcheme was not at all reliſn- 
ed by our worthy ſteward, who, therefore, deter- 


mined to overturn our whole plan, and ſucceeded 
accordingly. My Lord, all of a ſudden, declared 
bimſelf againſt the jaunt we had projected, and in- 


| filted upon my ſtaying at home, without aſſigning 
any reaſon for this peremptory behaviour ; his 
countenance being cloudy, and for the ſpace of 


three days he did not open his mouth. 
Vor. III. * At 
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At laſt, he one night entered my bed cham- 
ber, to which he had now free acceſs, with his 
ſword under his arm, and,.if I remember aright, 
it was ready drawn. I could not help taking no- 


_ tice of this alarming circumſtance, which ſhock- 


ed me the more, as it happened immediately af- 
ter a gloomy fit of diſcontent. However, I feem- 
ed to overtook the incident, and, diſmiſſing my 
maid, went to bed, becaufe I was aſhamed to ac- 
knowledge, even to my own heart, any dread of 


a perſon whom I deſpiſed fo much. However, 


the Rrength of my conſtitution was not equal to 
the fortitude of my mind: I was taken ill, and 
the ſervants were obliged to be called up; while 
my Lord himſelf, ternfied at my fituation, ran u 
itairs to Mrs 5——, who was in bed; told her, 
with evident perturbation of ſpirits, that I was 
very much indifpoſed, and ſaid, he believed I was 
frighted by his entering my chamber with his 
tword: in hand. > N 
This lady was ſo ſtartled at his information, 
that ſhe ran into my apartment half. naked, and, 
2s ſhe went down ſtairs, aſked what reaſon could 
induce him to have carried his ſword with him? 
Upon which he gave her to underſtand, that his 
intention was to kill the bats. I believe and ho 
he had no other deſign than that of intimidating 
me); but when the affair happened, I was of a dif- 
ferent opinion. Mrs >——, having put on her 
clothes, ſar up all night by my bed-ſide, and was 
ſo good as to affure me, that the would nor leave 
me, until I ſhould be ſafely delivered from the ap- 
ptehenfions that ſurrounded me in this houſe, to 
which ſhe and the Doctor had been the principal 
cauſe of my coming; for my Lord had haunted 
and importuned them inceſſantly on this ſubject, 
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proteſting that he loved me with the moſt invio- 
lable affection ; and all he deſired was, that L 
would fit at his table, manage bis family, and 
ſhare his fortune. By theſe profefiions, uttered 


with an air of honeſty and good nature, he had 


1mpoſed himſelf upon them for the beft-tempered 
creature upon earth; and they uſed all theic influ- 
ence with me to take him into favour. This hath 
been the caſe with a great many people, who had 


but a ſuperficial knowledge of his diſpoſition ; but, 


in the courſe of their acquaintance, they have 
never failed to diſcern and acknowledge their miſ- 
take. 

The Doctor, on his return from Tunbridge, to 
which place he had made a trip by himſelf; found 
me 11] a-bed, and the whole family in con ſuſion. 
Surpriſed and concerned at this diſorder, he enter- 
ed into an expoſtulation with my Lord, who owned, 
that the cauſe of his diſpleaſure and diſquiet was 
no other than jealouſy. II— — had informed 
bim, that I had been ſeen to walk out with Mr 
Bal—— in a morning; and that our correſpond- 
ence had been obſerved, with many additional 
circumſtances, which were abſolutely falſe and 
groundleſs. This imputation was no ſooner un- 
deritood, than it was reſolved that the -accuſer 
ſhould be examined in preſence of us all. He ac- 
cordingly appeared, exceedingly drunk, though it 
was morning, and repeated the articles of the 


charge, as an information he had received from a 


man oh came-from town to hang the bells, and 
was long ago returned. to London. 


This was an inſtance of his cunning and addreſs, 


"which did not forſake him even in his hours of in- 


toxication. Had he fixed the calumny on any one of 


the ſervants, he would have been confronted and 
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detected in bis falſehood. Nevertheleſs, though 
he could not be legally convicted, it plainly ap- 
peared that he was the author of this defamation, 


which incenſed Mr Bal- to ſuch a degree, that 
he could ſcarce be withheld from puniſhing him 


on the ſpot, by manual chaſtiſement. However, 


he was prevailed upon to abſtain from ſuch imme- 
diate vengeance, as a ſtep unworthy of his charac- 
ter; and the affair was brought to this iſſue, that 
his Lordſhip ſhould either part with me or Mr 
H——); for I was fully determined againſt living 
under the ſame roof with ſuch an incendiary. 
This alternative being propoſed, my Lord diſ- 
miſſed his ſteward, and we returned to town with 
the Dc&or and Mrs S—— for I had imbibed ſuch 
horror and averſion for this country-ſeat (though 
one of the pleaſanteſt in England) that I could 
not bear to live in it. We therefore removed to 
n houſe in Bond-Street, where, according to the 
advice of my friends, I exerted my whole power 
aud complaiſance, in endeavours to keep my hut- 


band in good humour; but was ſo unſucceſsful in 


my attempts, that if ever he was worſe tempered, 
more capricious, or intolerable at one time than 
at another, this was the ſeaſon in which his ill- 


humour predominated to the moſt rancorous de— 


free. I was ſcarce ever permitted to ſtir abroad, 
law no body at home but my old male friend 
whom I have mentioned above, and the doctor, 
with his lady, from whoſe converſation alſo I was 
at laſt excluded, Os. 
Nevertheleſs, I contrived to ſteal a meeting, 
now and then, with my late benefactor, for whom 
1 entertained'a great ſhare of affection, excluſive 
of that gratitude which was due to his generoſity. 
It was not his fault that I compromiſed matters 
IS br þ 60S „„ with 
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with my Lord ; for he was as free of his purſe as 
I was unwilling to uſe it. It would, therefore, 
have been unfriendly, unkind, and ungrateful in 
me (now that I was in afluence) to avoid all in- 
tercourſe with a man who had ſupported me in 
adverſity.—I think people cannot be too ſhy and 
ſcrupulous in receiving favours; but once they 
are conferred, they ought never to forget the ob- 
hgation : and I was never more concerned at any 
mcident of my lite, than at hearing that this 
gentleman did not receive a letter, in which L 
acknowledged the laſt proof of his friendſhip and 
liberality which I had occaſion to uſe, becauſe I 
bave ſince learned that he ſuſpected me of ne- 
I 

But to return to my ſituation in Bond-ſtieet, 
I bore it as well as I could for the ſpace of three 
months, during which I lived in ihe midſt of 
ſpies who were employed to watch my conduct; 
and underwent every mortification that 1 
power, and folly could inflict. Nay, fo ridicu- 
lous, fo unreaſonable was my tyrant in his ſpleen, 
that he declared he would even be jealous of Hey- 
digger, if there was no other man to incur his. 
fuſpicion : he expected that I ſhould ſpend my 
whole time with him, tte à téte. When I ſacri- 
ficed my enjoyment to theſe comfortable parties, 
he never failed to lay hold on ſome innocent ex- 
preſhon of mine, which he made the foundation: 
of a quarrel; and when I flirove to avoid theſe: 
diſagreeable miſinterpretations, by reading or 
writing, he inceffanti) teazed and tormented me: 
with the imputation of being peeviſh, zullen, aud. 
telerved.. 

Haraſſed by this inſuffcrable behavioud: J com- 
municated : my caſe to Dr S — and his lady, in- 
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timating that I neither could nor would expoſe 


myſelf any longer to ſuch uſage. The Doctor 
exhorted me to bear my fate with patience, and 
Mrs 8 was ſilent on the ſubject; fo that I 


till heſitated between ſtaying and going; when the 


Doctor, being one night at ſupper, happened to 
have ſome words with my Lord, who was ſo vio- 


Jently tranſported with paſſion, that I was actually 


afraid of going to bed with him; and next morn- 
ing when he waked, there was ſuch an expreſhon 
of frantic wildneſs in his countenance, that I ima- 
cined he was actually diſtracted. 

This alarming circumſtance confirmed me in 
my. reſolution of decamping; and I accordingly 


moved my quarters to a houſe in Sackville-ſtreet, 


where I had lodged when 1 was a widow. From 
thence I ſent a meſſage to the Duke of L » 
defiring he would make my Lord acquainted with 
the place of my abode, my reaſons for removing, 
and my intention to defend myſelf againſt all his 


attempts. The firſt night of this ſeparation 1 
went to bed by myſelf, with as much pleaſure as a 
man would feet in going to bed to his miſtreſs, 


whom he had long ſolicited in vain ſo: rejoiced 
was I to be delivered from my obnoxious bedfel- 
low} ! : | | . 

From theſe lodgings I ſoon removed to Brook- 


ſtreet, where had not long enjoyed the ſweets of 
my efcape, when I was importuned to return, by 
a new. ſteward whom my Lord had engaged in the 
60m-of H——n.: This gentleman, who bore a 
very fair character, made ſuch judicious repreſen- 
ations, and behaved ſo candidly in the diſcharge 


of bis function, that I agreed he ſhould act as 
umpire in the difference betwixt us; and once 


mate a” reconciliation was effected, though his 
=: Do Lordſtup: 
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Lordſhip began to be diſſatisfied even before the 


execution of our agreement, in conſequence of 
which he attended me to Bath, whither I went 
for the benefit of my health, which was not a lit- 
tle impaired. | | 
This accommodation had a ſurpriſing effect up- 
on my lover, who, notwithſtanding his repeat- 
ed declarations, that no woman ſhould ever gain 
ſuch an aſcendency over his heart, as to be able 
to give him pain, ſuffered all the agonies of diſ- 


appointed love, when he now found himſelf de- 


rived of the opportunities of ſeeing me, and 
n very differently from what he had ima- 


gined he ſhould: his words and actions were deſ- 
perate; one of his expreſſions to me was, It 


« is like twiſting my heart-ftrings, and tearing 
ce it out of my body.” Indeed, I ſhould never 
have acted this part, had I forcſeen what he 
would have ſuffered ; but I proteſt I believed him 
when he ſaid otherwiſe, ſo much that his decla- 
ration on that ſubject, was the occaſion of my 
giving him up; and it is now too late to re- 
trat. 

In our expedition to Bath, I was accompa- 


nied by a very agreeable young lady, with whom 


F paſſed my time very happily, amid the diverſions 
of the place, which ſcreened me, in a good mea- 


fure, from, the vexatious ſociety of my hopeful 
partner. From this place we repaired to his ſeat 


in the country, where we ſpent a few months, 
and thence returned again to our houſe in Bond- 


ſtreet, Here, while I was confined: to my bed 
by illneſs, it was ſuppoſed my indiſpoſition was 


no other than a private lying-in, though I was 
under the roof with my Lord, and attended by 
his ſervants. e 


e — 
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While the diſtemper continued, my Lord {to 
do him juſtice) behaved with all imaginable ten- 
derneſs and care; and his concern on theſe occa- 


ſions I have already mentioned, as a ſtrange in- 


conſiſtency in his diſpoſition. If his actions were 
at all accountable, I ſhould think he took pains 
ro fret me into a fever firſt, in order to manifeſt 
his love and humanity afterwards. When I re- 


covered my ſtrength and ſpirits, I went abroad, 


ſaw company, and ſhould have been eaſy, had he 
been contented z but as my ſatisfaction increaſed, 
his good humour decayed, and he baniſhed from 
his houſe, one by one, all the people whoſe con- 
verſation could have made my life agreeable, 

I often expoſtulated with him upon his malig- 
nant behaviour, proteſting my deſire of living 
peaceably with him; and begging be would not 
lay me under the neceſſity of changing my meaſures. 
He was deaf to all my remonſtrances, (though 
I warned him more than once of the event); 
perſiſted in his maxims of perſecution; and, after 


repeated quarrels, I again left his houſe, fully de- 


termined to ſuffer all forts of extremity, rather 
than ſubject myſelf to the tyranny of his diſpo- 
ſition. | | 
This year was productive of one fatal event, 
which I felt with the utmoſt ſenſibility of ſorrow, 


and I ſhall always remember with regret: I mean 


the death of Mr B—-—, with whom I had con- 


ſtantly maintained an intimate correſpondence 
ſince the firſt-commencement of our acquaintance.. 
He was one of the moſt valuable men, and pro- 


miſed to be one of the brighteſt ornaments that 
this or any other age had produced. I enjoyed 
bis friendſhip witheut reſerve; and fuch was the 
confidence he repoſed in my integrity, from long 


experience 
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experience of my truth, that he often ſaid he 
would believe my bare aſſertion, even though it 
ſhould contradict the evidence of his own ſenfes. 
'Theſe being the terms upon which we lived, it is 


not to be ſuppoſed that I bore the loſs of him 


without repining : indeed my grief was unſpeak- 
able; and though the edge of it be now ſmoothed 
by the lenient hand of time, I ſhall never ceaſe to 
cheriſh his memory with the moſt tender remem- 


brance. 


During the laſt period of my living with my 
Lord, I had agreed to the expediency of obtaining 
an act of parliament, which would enable him to 
pay his debts; on which occaſion there was a ne- 
ceſſity for cancelling a deed that ſubſiſted between 


us, relating to a ſeparate maintenance; to which, 


on certain proviſions, I was entitled: and this 
was to be ſet aſide, ſo far as it interfered with the 
above mentioned ſcheme, while the reſt of it 
ſhould remain in force. When this affair was a- 
bout to be tranſacted, my Lord very generouſly 
inſiſted upon my concurrence, in annulling the, 
whole ſettlement; and when I refuſed to comply 
with this demand, becauſe this was the ſole re- 
ſource I had againſt his ill uſage, he would not 
proceed in the execution of his plan, though, by 
dropping it, he hurt nobody but himſelf; and he 
accuſed me of having receded from my word, 


aſter I had drawn him into a conſiderable ex- 


ence. | 

: This imputation of breaking my word, which 
I defy the whole world to prove I ever did, in- 
cenſed me the more, as I myſelf had propoſed the 
ſcheme ſor his ſervice, although I knew the ac- 


compliſhment of it would endanger the validity of 


my own ſettlement ; and my indignation was ſtill 


: more 
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more augmented by the behaviour of Mr G——, 
who had always profeſſed a regard for my intereſt, 


and, upon my laſt accommodation with my Lord, 
undertaken to effect a reconciliation between my 


father and me: but when he was queſtioned about 


the particulars of this difference, and deſired to de- 
clare whether his Lordſhip or I was to blame, he 


declined the office of arbitrator, refuſed to be 


explicit upon the ſubject, and, by certain ſhrewd 
hums and ha's, ſignified his diſapprobation of my 
conduct. Yet this very man, when I imparted 
to him, in confidence, my intention of making 
another retreat, and frankly aſked his opinion cf 
my deſign, feemed to acquieſce in the juſtice of 
it, in theſe remarkable words: “„ Madam, if 1 


„ thought, or had hopes of my Lord's growing 


© better, I would down on my knees, to deficz 
© you to ſtay ; but as I have not, I ſay no- 


« thing.” | S 


If he connived at my conduct in this particu- 
lar, why ſhould he diſapprove of it, when all I 


aſked was but common juſtice? But he was a de- 


pendent; and therefore I excuſe his phlegmatic 
(not to call it unfriendly) behaviour. Indeed, he 
could not be too cautious of giving oftence to his 


| Lordſhip, who ſometimes made him feel the ef- 


fects of that wrath which other people had kind- 
led; particularly, in conſequence of a ſmall ad- 
venture which happened about this very period of 
time. | : | 
A very agreeable, ſprightly, good-natured young 
man; a near relation of my Lord, happening to 
be at our houfe one evening, when there was a 
fire in the neighbourhood, we agreed to go and 
ſup at a tavern, en famille; and having ſpent the 
evening with great mirth and good humour, this 

young 
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young gentleman, who was: naturally facetious, 
in taking his leave, ſaluted us all round. My 
Lord, who had before entertained ſome jealouſy 


of his kinſman, was very much provoked by this 


trifling incident, but very prudently ſuppreſſed his 
diſpleaſure till he returned to his own houſe, where 
his rage co-operating with the champagne he had 
drank, inflamed him to ſuch a degree of reſolu- 
tion, that he ſprung upon the innocent G——n, 
and collared him with great fury, though he was 
_ altogether unconcerned in the cauſe of his indig- 
nation. 1 574 „ | 

This extravagant and frantic behaviour, added 
to the-other grievances under which I laboured, 
haſtened my reſolution of leaving him; and he 


to this day blames his relation as the immediate 


cauſe of my eſcape, whereas he ought to place it 
to the account of his own madneſs and indiſcre- 
tion. When I retired to Park-ſtreet, he cautioned 
all my tradeſmen (not even excepting my baker) 
againſt giving me credit, aſſuring them that he 
would not pay any debts I ſnhould contract; and the 
difficulties to which I was reduced, in conſequence 
of this charitable declaration, together with the re- 
flection of what I had ſuffered, and might under- 
go, from the caprice and barbarity of his diſpoſi- 
tion, affected my health fo much, that I was again 
taken ill, and my life thought in danger. 

My conſtitution, however, got the better of my 
diſtemper, and I was ordered into the country 


my phyſicians, for the benefit of the air; ſo that 


1 found mylelf under the neceſſity of keeping two 


houſes, when I was little able to ſupport one, and 


ſet up my chariot, becauſe I could not defray the 
:Expence of an hackney-coach ; for I had as ws" 
3 wy | Credit 
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credit given me as I aſked: for, notwithſtanding 
my Lord's orders to the contrary... — 
Having recruited my ſpirits in the country, I 
returned to town, and was viſited by my friends, 
who never forſook me in ' adverſity, and in the 
ſummer removed to a houſe in Eſſex, where I 
lived a few months in great tranquillity, unmo- 
leſted by my tyrant, who ſometimes gave me a 
whole year's reſpite. Here I. uſed to ride and 
drive by turns (as my humour diQtated) with 


horſes which were lent: me; and I had the com- 


pany of my lover, and another gentleman, who 
was a very agreeable: companion, and of angular | 
ſervice to me in the ſequel. 

At laſt, my Lord having received intelligence 
of the place of my abode, and his tormenting hu- 
mour recurring, he ſet out for my habitation, and 
in the morning appeared in his coach and ſix, at- 
atended by Mr G— n, and another perſon, whom 
he had engaged for the purpoſe, with ſeveral do- 
meſtics armed. I immediately ſnut up my doors 


at his approach, and refuſed him admittance, 


which he endeavoured to obtain by a ſucceſſion 
of prayers and threats; but I was deaf to both, 


and reſolved to hold out to the laſt. Seeing me 
determined, he began his attack, and his ſervants 


actually forced their way into 'the houſe ; upon 
which I retreated up ſtairs, and fortified myſelf⸗ 


in my apartment, which the aſſailants ſtormed 


with ſuch fury, that the door began to give way, 


and I retired into another room. 
- Whilſt | remained in this poſt, Mr Gn de- 


handed a parley, in which he-begged I would 
favour my Lord with an interview, otherwiſe he 
knew not what might be the confequence. To 
this remonſtrance I replied, that I was not diſpoſed 


to comply with his requeſt ; and that though their 
deſign 
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deſign ſhould be murder, I was not at all afraid 
of death. Upon this declaration, they renewed 
their attacks, which they carried on with indif- 


| ferent ſucceſs till the afternoon, when my Lord 


(as if he had been at play) ſent a formal meſſage 
to me, deſiring that all hoſtilities ſhould ceaſe, till 
after both parties ſhould have dined. At the 
ſame time, my own ſervants came for inſtruc- 
tions; and I ordered them to let him have ever 
thing which he ſhould call for, as far as the bouſe 
would afford. 

He did not fail to make uſe of this permiſſion ; 
but, fitting down with his companions, eat up my 
dinner without heſitation, after he had paid me 
the compliment of defiring to know what he 
ſhould ſend up to my apartment. Far from hav- 
ing any ſtomach to partake of his meal, I ſat ſoli- 


tary upon my bed, in a ſtate of melancholy ex- 


peckation, having faſtened the door of the outward 
room for my ſecurity, while I kept my chamber 
open for the convenience of air, the weather 
being exceſſively hor. 

His Lordſhip having indulged his appetite, re- 
ſumed his attempt, and all of a ſudden I heard a 
noiſe in the next room; upon which I ſtarted up, 


and perceiving that he had got into my anti- 


chamber, by the help of a bench:that ſtood under 
the window, I flung to the door. of my room, 
which I locked with great expedition, and, open- 


ing another that communicated with the ſtair- 


Caſe, ran out of the houſe, through a crowd of 


more than a hundred people, whom this fray had 


gathered together. 

Being univerſally beloved in the neighbour- 
hood, and reſpected by my Lord's ſervants, I 
paſſed among them untouched, and took refuge in 

Yok. III. 8 a neighbouring 
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a neighbouring cottage ; while his Lordſhip bawi- 
ed and roared for aſſiſtance, being afraid to come 
out as he had gone in. Without waiting for his 
deliberations, I changed clothes with the poor 
woman who had given me {helter, and, in her 
blue apron and ftraw-hat, ſallied out into the 
fields, intending to ſeek protection at the houfe af 
a gentleman not far off, though I was utterly ig- 
norant of the road that led to it. However, it 
was my good fortune to meet with a farmer, who 
undertook to conduct me to the place; otherwiſe 
I ſhould have miſſed my way, and, in all probabi- 
lity, lain in the fields; for, by this time, it was 
eight o'clock at niht. 

Under the direction of this guide, I traverſed 
hedges and ditches, (for 1 would not venture to 
travel in the highway, left I ſhould fall into the 
hands of my purſuer); and after I had actually 
tumbled in the mire, and walked ſix or ſeven long 
miles by the help of a good ſpirit, which never 


failed me on ſuch occaſions, I arrived at the place, 


and rung the bell at the garden-gate for admit- 
tance. Seeing my figure, which was very un- 
couth, together with my draggled condition, they 


denied me entrance; but, when they underſtood 


who I was, immediately opened the door, and 1 
was hofpitably entertained, after having been the 
ſubject of mirth, on account of my dreſs and 
—A 6 hE025-1455 +5; | 
Next day I returned and took poſſeſſion of my 
houſe again, where JI reſumed my former amuſe- 
ments, which I enjoyed in quiet for the ſpace of 
a whole month, waiting with refignation for the 
iſſue of my law-ſuit ; when one afternoon I was 
apprized of his Lordſhip's approach, by one of my 
ſpies, whom I always employed to reconnoitte the 
1 road ; 
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road; and fo fortunate was I in the choice of 


| theſe ſcouts, that I never was betrayed by one of 


them, though they were often bribed for that 
put poſe. ES 

I no ſooner received this intelligence, than I 
ordered my horſe to be ſaddled, and mounting, 
rode out of fight immediately, directing my courſe 
2 different way from the London road. I had not 
long proceeded in this track, when my career was 
all of a ſudden ſtopped by a ſive-bar gate, which, 
after ſome heſitation, I reſolved to leap (my horſe 
being an old hunter), if I ſhould find myſelf pur- 
ſued. However, with much difficulty I made a 
ſhift to open it, and arrived in ſafety at the houſe 
of my very good friend Mr G „Who, being a 
juſtice of the peace, had promiſed me his protec- 
tion, if it {hould be wanted. 

thus ſecured for the preſent, I fent out ſpies to 
bring information of his Lordſhip's proceedings, 
and underſtood that he had taken poſſcſſion of my 
houſe, turned my ſervants adriſt, and made him» 
ſelf maſter of all my moveables, clothes, and pa- 
pers. As for the papers, they were of no conſe- 
quence, but cf clothes I had a good ſtock; and 


when 1 had reaſon to believe that he did not in- 


tend to felinquiſn his conqueſt, I thought it was 
high time for me to remove to a greater diſtance 
from his quarters. Accordingly, two days after 
my eſcape, I ſet out at eleven o'clock at night, in 
a chariot and four, which I borrowed of my friend, 
attended by a footman, who was a ſtout fellow 


and well aimed, I myſelf being provided with a 


brace of good piſtols, which I was fully determined 
to uſe againſt any perion who ſhould preſume to 
lay violent hands upon me, except my Lord, for 
whom a leſs mortal weapon would have ſufficed, 
1 | ſuch. 
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ſuch as a bodkin or a tinder-box. Nothing could 
be farther from my intention, than the defire of 
hurting any living creature, much leſs.my huſ- 
band; my deſign was only to defend myſelf from 
cruelty and oppreſſion, which I knew, by fatal ex- 
perience, would infallibly be my lot, ſhould he 
get me into his power: and I thought I had as 
good a tight to preſerve my happineſs, as that 


which every individual has to preſerve his life, 


eſpecially againſt a ſet of ruffians, who were en- 
gaged to rob me of it for a little dirty lucre. 

In the midſt of our journey, the footman came 
up, and told me 1 was dogged ; upon which LI 
looked out, and ſeeing a man riding by the cha- 
riot-{ide, preſented one of my piſtols out at the 
window, and preſerved that poſture of defence, 
until he thought proper to retreat, and rid me of 
the fears that attended his company. I arrived in 
town, and, changing my equipage, hired an open 


chaiſe, in which (though I was almoſt ſtarved. 
with cold) I travelled to Reading, which I reach- 


ed by ten next morning; and from thence pro- 
ceeded farther in the country, with a view of 
taking refuge with Mrs C——, who was my par- 
ticular friend. Here I ſhould have found ſhelter, 
though my Lord had been beforehand with me, 
and endeavoured to prepoſſeſs her againſt my 
conduct, had not the houſe been crowded with 
company, among whom I could. not poſhbly have 
been concealed, eſpecially from her brother, who 
was an intimate friend of my perſecutor. 

Things being thus ſituated, I enjoyed but a very 


ſhort interview with her, in which her ſorrow and 
perplexity on my account appeared with great ex- 


preſhon in her countenance; and 10 it was 
not in her power to afford me the relief 1 expect- 
; ed, 
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ed, ſhe, in the moſt genteel manner, ſent after 
me a ſmall ſum of money, thinking that, conſider- 


ing the hurry in which ] left my houſe, 1 might 


have occaſion for it on the road. I was by this 
time benumbed with cold, fatigued with travel- 
ling, and almoſt fretted to death by my diſap- 
pointment. However, this was no time to in- 
dulge deſpondence : ſince nobody could, or would 
aſſiſt me, k ſtood the more in need of my own re- 
ſolution and preſence of mind. After ſome deli- 


beration, I ſteered my courſe back to London; 


and, being unwilling to return by the fame road 
in which I came, as well as impatient to be at the 
end of my journey, I choſe the Bagthot way, and 
ventured to croſs the heath by moon-light. 
Here I was attacked by a foot-pad armed with 
a broad-ſword, who came up and demanded my 
money. My ſtock amounted to twelve guineas z 
and I ſoreſaw, that, ſhould I be ſtripped of the 
whole ſum, I could not travel without diſcovering 
who I was, and conſcquently running the riſk of 
being detected by my purſuer. On theſe con - 
fiderations LI gave the fellow three guineas and 
ſome ſilver, with which he was ſo far from being 
ſatisfied, that he threatened to ſearch me for 
more; but I ordered the coachman to proceed, and 
by good fortune eſcaped that ceremony, though 
] was under ſome apptchenfion of being overtaken 
with a piltol-bullet in my flight, and therefore 
held down my head in the chaiſe, in imitation of 
ſome great men, who are ſaid to have ducked, in 
the fame manner, in the day of battle. 
My fears happened to be diſappointed: I lay at 
an inn upon the road, and next day arrived in 
town, in the utmeſt difficulty and diireſs; for J 
knew not where to fix my habltation, and was 
„„ deſtüute 
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deſtitute of all means of ſupport. In this dilemma) 
I applied to my lawyer, who recommended me to 
the houſe of a tradeſman in Weſtminſter, where I 
lodged and boarded upon credit, with my faithful 
Abigail (whom 1 ſhall diſtinguiſh by the name of 
Mrs $——r), for the ſpace of ten weeks, during 
which I ſaw nobody, and never once ſtirred abroad.. 
While I was thus haraſſed out of all enjoyment 
of life, and reduced to the utmoſt indigence, by 
the cruelty of my perſecutor, who had even ſtrip- 
ped me of my wearing apparel, I made a conqueſt 
of Lord D——, a nobleman who is now dead, 
and therefore I ſhall ſay little of his character, 
which 1s perfectly well known : this only will I 
obſerve, that, next to my own tyrant, he was the 
perſon of whom I had the greateſt abhorrence. 
Nevertheleſs, when theſe two came in competi- 
tion, I preferred the offers of this new lover, 
which were very conſiderable z and, as an aſylum 
was the chief thing I wanted, agreed to follow 
him to his country-ſeat, whither I actually ſent 
my clothes, which I had purchaſed upon credit. 
However, upon mature deliberation, EF changed 
my mind, and ſignified my reſolution in a letter, 
deſiring, at the ſame time, that my baggage might 
be ſent back. In conſequence of this meſſage, I 
expected a viſit from him, in all the rage of in- 
dignation and diſappointment, and gave orders, 
that he ſhould not be admitted into my houſe : 
yet, notwithſtanding this precaution, he found 
means to procure entrance; and one of the firſt 
objects that I ſaw, next morning, in my bed- 
chamber, was my lover, armed with his horſe- 
whip, againſt which (from my knowledge of the 
man) I did not think myſelf altogether ſecure : 
though I was not much alarmed, becauſe 1 be- 
lieved 
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lieved myſelf ſuperior to him in point of bravery, 
thould the worlt come to the worlt : but, contrary 
to my expeCtation, and his uſual behaviour to our 
fex, he accoſted me very politely, and began to 
expoſtulate upon the contents of my letter. I 
freely told him, that I had raſhly afſented to his 
propoſal, for my own convenience only; that 
when I reflected on what I bad done, I thought it 
ungenerous in me to live with him upon theſe 
terms; and that, as I did not like him, and could 
not diſſemble, ſuch a correſpondence could never 
tend to the ſatisfaction of either, He allowed 
the inference was juſt, though he was very much 
chagrined at my previous proceeding : be relin— 
quiſhed his claim, reſtored my clothes, and never 
afterwards upbraided me with my conduct in this 
affair; though he at one time owned, that he ſtill 
loved me, and ever ſhould, becauſe 1 had uſed him 
ill; a declaration that ſtrongly marks the peculi- 
arity of his character. As for my own part, I 
own, that my behaviour on this occaſion is no 
other way excuſable, than on account of the mi- 
ſerable perplexity of my circumſtances, which 
were often ſo calamitous, that I wonder I have 
not been compelled to take ſuch ſteps, as would 
have rendered my conduct much more exception- 
able than it really is. | 

At laſt all my hopes were blaſted by the iſſue of 
my ſuit, which was determined in favour of my 
Lord, Even then I refuſed to yield; on the con- 
trary, coming out of retirement, I took lodgings 
in Suffolk-ſtreet, and ſet my tyrant at defiance. 
But, being unwilling to truſt my doors to the care 
of other people, I hired an houſe in Conduit— 
ſtreet; and no ſooner appeared in the world again, 
than I was ſurcounded by divers and ſundry forts 
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of admirers. I believe I received the incenſe and 
addreſſes of all kinds under the ſun, except that 
ſort which was moſt to my liking, a man capable 


of contracting and inſpiring a mutual attachment; 


but ſuch a one is equally rare and ineſtimable: 
not but that I own myſelf greatly obliged to all 


thoſe who cultivated my good graces, though they 


were very little beholden to me; for where I did 
not really love, I could never profeſs that paſſion: 


that ſort of diſſimulation is a ſlavery that no honeſt 


nature will undergo. Except one worthy young 
man whom I ſometimes ſaw, they were a ſtrange 
medley of inſignificant beings : one was infipid, 
another ridiculouſly affected, a third void of all 
education, a fourth altogether inconſiſtent; and, 
in ſhort, 1 found as many ifling characters among 
the men, as ever I obſerved in my own ſex. Some 
of them J endeavoured to bring over to my max- 
ims, while they attempted to make a proſelyte of 


me; but finding the taſk impracticable on both 


fides, we very wiſely dropt each other. 
At-length, however, I was bleſſed with the ac- 


quaintance of one nobleman, who is, perhaps, the 
firſt character in England, in point of honour, in- 
tegrity, wit, ſenſe, and benevolence :. when I hare 
thus diſtinguiſhed him, I need ſcarce mention 


Lord ——. This great, this good man, poſſeſſes 
every accompliſhment requiſite to inſpire admira- 


tion, love, and eſteem. With infinitely more 


merit than almoſt ever fell to one man's ſhare, he 
maniſeſts ſuch diſſidence of his own qualifications, 


he has a thouſand oddities, they ſerve only to 
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make him more agreeable. After what I have 
faid, it may be ſuppoſed that I was enamoured of 
bis perſon ; but this was not the caſe: love is al- 
together capricious and fanciful > yet I admire, 
honour, and eſteem him to the higheſt degree; 
and when I obſerve, that his character reſembled 
that of my dear departed friend Mr B, or ra- 
ther, that Mr B——, had he lived, would have 
reſembled Lord „I pay the bigheſt compli- 
ment I can conceive both to the living and the 
dead. AE Na 9:0 
In this nobleman's friendſhip. and converſation 
J thought myſelf happy; though 1 was, as uſtal, 
expoſed to the indefatigable efforts of my Lord, 
who, one day, while I was favoured with the 
company of this generous friend, appeared at my 
door in his coach, attended by another gentleman, 
who demanded entrance, with an air of authority. 
A very honeſt footman, who had been long in my 
ſervice, ran up ſtairs in the utmoſt conſternation, 
and gave me an account of what had happened be- 
low. Upon which, I told him he had nothing to 


_ anſwer for, and ordered him to keep the door ſaſt 


ſhut againſt all oppoſition 3 though I was fo much 
affected with this unexpected aſſault, that Lord —— 


ſaid, he was never more ſurprized and ſhocked in 


his life, than at tfe horror which appeared in my 
countenance, when I ſaw the coach ſtop at my 
door. be | 

My little hero being refuſed admittance, went 
away, threatened to return ſpeedily with a rein- 
forcement ; and, during this interval, I provided 
myſelf with a ſoldier, whom I placed centinel at 


the door, within-ſide, to guard me from the dan- 


ger of ſuch aſſaults for the future. My Lord, true 
to his promiſe, marched back with his auxiliaries, 
. reinforced 
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reinforced with a conſtable, and repeated his de- 


mand of being admitted; and my foldier opening 


the ſaſh, in order to anſwer him, according to my 
directions, he no ſooner perceived the red coat, 
than he was ſeized with fuch a panic, that he in- 
ſtantly fled with great precipitation; and when he 
recounted the adventure, like Falſtaff in the play, 


multiplied my guard into a whole file of muſ- 


queteers. He alſo made a ſhiſt to diſcover the 
gentleman who had been fo kind as to lend me 
one of his company, and complained of him to the 


Puke of N, in hopes of ſecing him broke for 


bis miſde meanour; but in that expectation he was 
luckily diſappointed. | Mt" | 

Perceiving, that, in England, I ſhould never en- 
joy peace, but be continually ſabject to thaſe a- 
larms and diſquiets which had already impaired 
my healtb and ſpirits, I reſolved to repair again to 
France, my beit refuge and ſure retreat from the 


perſecution of my tyrant. Yet, before I took this 


ſtep, T endeavoured, by the advice of my friends, 
to conceal myſelf near Windſor; but was in a lit- 
tle time diſcovered by my Lord, and hunted out 
of my lurking-place accordingly. I then removed 
to Chelſea, where I ſuffered inconceivable uneaſi- 


neſs and agitation of mind from the nature of my 
/ fituation, my tranquillity. being thus inceflantly 
invaded by a man who could not be fatisfhed with 


me, and yet could not live without me: ſo that, 
though I was very much indiſpoſed, I ſet out for 
France by the way of the Hague, as the war had 
ſhut up all other communication, having no other 
attendant but my woman 5——r, who, though 


the dreaded the ſea, and was upon the brink of 
matrimony, would not quit me in ſuch a calamit- 
ous condition, until I was joined by my footman 
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and other maid, whom I ordered to follow me 


with the baggage. - But, before my departure, I 


ſent a meſſage to Lord —<—, demanding my 
clothes, which he had ſeized in Eſſex; and he re- 


fuling to deliver them, I was obliged | to equip 
myſelf anew upon credit. | 


I was ſupplied with money for my journey by 
my good friend L- 3 and, after a ſhort and 
pleaſant paſſage, arrived at the Hague, where I 
flaid two months, and parted with S——r, on 
whom I ſettled an annuity of five and twenty 
pounds, payable out of the proviſion which I had 
or might obtain from my huſband. The ſame al- 
lowance had I prevailed upon Lord B—— to grant 
to another maid, who atrended me while 1 lived 
in his houſe. 

I did not much reliſh the . in Holland; 
becauſe they ſeemed entirely devoted to ſelf-in- 
ae without any taſte for pleaſure or pvliteneſs ; 

a ſpecies of diſpoſition that could not be very a- 
greeable to me, who always deſpiſed money, had 
an unbounded benevolence of heart, and loved 

leaſure beyond every other confideration. When 
| fay pteaſure, I would not be underitood to mean 
ſenſuality, which conſtitutes the ſupreme happi- 
neſs of thoſe only who are void of ſentiment and 
imagination. Nevertheleſs, I received ſome civi- 


lities in this place, and, among the reſt, the re- 


putation of having.for my lover the King of P—-"S 
miniſter, who was young and airy, and viſited me 
often; circumſtances that were ſufficient to lay 
me under the imputation of an amour, which ! 
frequently incurred, without having ay the 
leaſt cauſe of ſuſpicion. | 

Having taken leave of my Dutch friends, 1 de- 
parted from the Hague, in company with an wet 
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liſh woman, whom T had choſe for that purpdſe, 
and arrived at Antwerp with much difficulty and 
danger, the highway ”—_ infeſted with robbers, 
After having repoſed myſelf a few days in this 
City, I hired a coach for myſelf, and ſet out, with 
my companion, for Bruſſels ; but, before we reach- 
ed Mechlin, our vehicle was attacked by two huſ- 
ſars, who, with their ſabres drawn, obliged the 


coachman to drive into a wood near the road. I, 


at firſt, imagined they wanted to examine our paſſ- 
ports, but was ſoon too well convinced of their 
deſign; and though very much ſhocked at the diſ- 
covery, found reſolution enough to ſuppreſs my 
concern, ſo that it ſhould not aggravate the ter- 
rors of the young woman, who had almoſt died 
with apprehenſion. I even encouraged her to hope 


for the beſt; and, addreſſing myſelf to the robbers 


in French, begged, in the moſt ſuppliant manner, 
that they would {pare our lives; upon which one 
of them, who was a little fellow, aſſured me in 
the ſame language, that we had nothing to fear 
Sor-ouriperionacd” 30 „ 
When we were conveyed, in a ſtate of dreadful 
fuſpence, above three quarters of a mile into the 


wood, the ruffians came into the coach, and, tak- 


ing my keys, which I kept ready in my hand for 
them, opened three Jarge trunks that contained 
my baggage, and, emptying them of every thing 
but my hoops and a few books, packed up their 
booty in a cloth; then robbed me of my money 
and jewels, even to my ſhoe-buckles and ſleeve- 
buttons, took my footman's laced hat, and gave 


it, by way of gratification, to a peaſant, who 


came from bekind the buſhes, and aſſiſted them 
eee entts 37 yh ls 1 
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'This affair being diſpatched, they ordered us 
to return to the road, by a different way from that 
in which we were carried into the wood; and, 
mounting their horfes, rode off with the plunder, 
though not before the httle fellow, who was the 
leaſt ferocious of the two, bad come and ſhaken 
me by the hand, wiſhing us a good journey ; a 
compliment which I heartily returned, being ex- 
tremely well pleaſed with the retreat of two ſuch 
companions, who had detained us a whole half 
hour; during which, notwithſtanding the affur- 
ance I had received, I was in continual apprehen- 
fion of ſeeing their operation concluded with the 
murder of us all; for I ſuppoſe they were of that 
gang who- had, ſome time before, murdered a 
French officer, and uſed a lady extremely ill, after 
having rifled her of all ſhe had. 

Having thus undergone pillage, and being re- 
duced to the extremity of indigence in a foreign 
land, it is not to be ſuppoſed that my reflections 
were very comfortable; and yet, though I ſuſtain- 
ed the whole damage,.I was the only _perſon in 
the company who bore the accident with any re- 
ſolution and preſence of mind. My coachman and 
valet ſeemed quite petrified with fear; and it was 
not till I had repeated my directions, that the for- 
mer drove ſarther into the wood, and took the firſt 
turning to the right, in order to regain the road ac- 
cording to the command of the robbers, which' I 
did not chooſe to diſobey. 

This misfortune I ſuffered by the miſinforma- 
tion I received at Antwerp, where I would have 
provided myſelf with an eſcort, had not I been 
aſſured, that there was not the leaſt occaſion to 
put myſelf to ſuch extraordinary expence : and 
indeed, the robbers took the only half hour in 
Vol. III. 1 | which 
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which they could have had an opportunity of 
plundering us; for we no ſooner returned into 
the highway, than. we met with the French ar- 
tillery coming from Bruſſels, which was a ſecurity 
to us during the reſt of our journey, We were 
afterwards informed at a ſmall village, that there 
was actually a large gang of deſerters, who har- 
boured in that wood, from which they made ex- 
curfions in the neighbaurbood, and kept the pea- 
ſants in continual alarms, 5 
Having proceeded a little way, we were ſtopped 
by the artillery croſſing a bridge; and as the train 
was yery long, mult have been detained till night, 
had not a ſoldier informed me, that if I would 
take the trouble to come out of my coach, and 
apply to the commandant, he would order them 
to halt, and allow me to paſs, I took the man's 
advice, and was by him conducted, with much 
difficulty, through the crowd, to ſome officers, 
who {ſeemed ſcarce to deſerve the name; for when 
I fignified my requeſt, they neither roſe up, nor 
deficed me to fit down; but lolling in their chairs, 
with one leg ſtretched out, aſked, with an air of 
diſreſpectful raillery, where I was going; and 
when I anſwered, © To Paris;“ defired to know 
what 1 would do there. 7 
I, who am naturally civil where I am civilly 
_ uſed, and ſaucy enough where I think myſelf 
treated with diſregard, was very much piqued at 
their inſolent and unmannecly behaviour, and be- 
gan iq reply to their impertinent queſtions, very 
abruprly 3 ſo that a very tart dialogue would bave 
enſued, had nat the converſation been interrupted 
by a tall, thin, genteel young French nobleman, 
an officer in the army, who chancing to come in, 


alked, with great politeneſs, what I would pleaſe 
| 12 to 
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fo have. | I then repeated my defire, and pro- 
duced my paſſports, by which he learned whoI 
was. He immediately gave orders, that my 
eonch ſhould paſs; and afterwards viſited me at 
Paris, having obtained my permiſſion, and taken 
my addrefs at parting; while the others, undet- 
ſtanding my name and quality, afked pardon for 
their impolite carriage, which they told me was 
owing to the repreſentation of the ſoldier, who 
pave them to underſtand” that was a ſtrolling 


actreſs. 1835 | e 
could not belp laughing heartily at this miſ- 
take, which might have proceeded from the eir- 
eumſtanees of my appearance, my footman hav- 
ing been 1 Os to change hats with the peaſant, 
and myſelf being without buckles in my fhoes, 
and buttons in my riding ſhirt, while my counte- 
nance ſtill retained marks of the fear and confu- 


fon I had undergone. Aſter all, perhaps, the 


fellow was a droll, and wanted to entertain him- 
ſelf at my expence, _ 

The day was fo far conſumed in theſe adven- 
tures, that 1 was obliged to take up my lodging at 
Mechlin, where I addreſfed myſelf to the inten- 


dant, gieing him an account of the difafter I had 
met with, and defiring I might have credit at the 
inn, as our whole company could not raiſe the 
value of a fixpence, This gentleman, though a 


provincial, was polite in his way, and not only 
granted my requeſt, but invited me to lodge at 
his own houſe, I accordingly gave him my com- 
pany at ſupper, but did not chooſe to ſleep in his 
uarters, becauſe he appeared to be what the 
French call un vieux debauche, 

Next day, he ſent a trumpet to the general, 
with a detail of my misfortune, in hopes of tre- 
— 2 2 | trieving 
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141 ö trieving what I had. loſt; but, notwithſtanding 
1: all poſſible ſearch, I was fain to put up with my 

NE Q damage, which, in linen, laces, clothes and bau- 

py 1 bles, amounted to upwards of ſeven hundred ; 
v8"? pounds: a loſs which never deprived me of one | 


moment's reſt; for though I lodged at a miſer- 
able inn, and lay in a paltry bed, I flept as 
iound as if nothing extraordinary had happened, 
after I had written to London and Paris, directin 
that the payment of my bills of credit might be 
topped. Indeed, I know but of two misfortunes 
in life, capable of depreſſing ' my ſpirits, namely 
the loſs of health and friends; all others may be 
prevented or endured. The articles of that cala- 
mity which I chiefly regretted, were a picture of 
Lord W——m, and ſome inimitable letters from 
My B-——, : I SIT ERS * 
From Mechlin I proceeded to Bruſſels, where 
being known, I got credit for ſome neceſſaries, 
and borrowed twenty guineas, to defray the ex- 
pence of my journey to Paris. Having conſulted 
with my friends about the ſafeſt method of tra- 
1 velling through Flanders, I was perſuaded to 
5 take places in the public voiture; and accord- 
ingly departed, not without fears of finding one 
part of the country as much infeſted with robbers 
as another. Nor were theſe apprehenſions aſſuag- 
| ed by the converſation of my fellow-travellers, 
| | who being of the lower fort of people, that de- 
- BE light in exaggerating dangers, entertained me all 
i the way with an account of all the robberies and 
murders which had been committed on that road, 
with many additional circumſtances of their own 
invention. | | 1811 
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After having been two days expoſed to this 
uncomfortable converſation, among very * | 
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able company, which is certainly one of the moſt 
diſagreeable ſituations in life, I arrived at Liſle, 


where, thinking the dangerous part of the jour- 
ney was now paſt, I hired a poſt chaiſe, and in 


two days more reached Paris, without any farther 
moleſtation. 

Upon my arrival in this capital, I was imme-: 
diately viſited by my old acquaintances, who hear- 


mg my diſaſter, offered me their clothes, and in- 


filted upon my wearing them, until I could be 


otherwiſe provided. They likewiſe engaged me in 


parties, with a view of amuſing my imagination, 
that I might not grow melancholy in refleQing 
upon my loſs; and deſired me to repeat the parti- 
eulars of my ſtory forty times over, expreſſing 
great ſurprize at our not being murdered, or ra- 
viſhed at leaſt. As for this laſt ſpecies of outrage, 
the fear of it never once entered my head, other- 
wiſe I ſhould have been more ſhocked- and alarm» 
ed than I really was: but it: ſeems: this was the 


chief cixcumſtance of my companion's apprehen- 
fion ; and I cannot help. obſcrving,. that an home- 
ly woman is always more apt to entertain thoſe 
fears, than one whoſe perſon expoſes her to 


much more imminent danger. However, I now 
learned, that the riſt I ran was much greater than 


imagined it to be, thofe ruffians: being familiar- 


ized to rape as well as murder. | 
Soor after: my: appearance in Paris, I was fa- 
voured with the addrefles of ſeveral French lo- 


vers.; bur I never had any taſte. for foreigners; ot 


indeed for any amuſement of that kind, except 
fuch as were likely to be laſting; and ſertled upon 
a more agreeable footing than that of common 
gallantry: When I deviated! from this principle, 


my conduct was the effect of compulſion, and. 


2 therefore, 
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therefore, I was never eaſy under it, having been 
reduced to the alternative-of two evils, the leaſt. 
of which I was obliged to chooſe, as a man leaps 


into the ſea, in order to eſcape from a ſhip that is, 
on:Hree 7: | | 


Though I rejected their love, I did not refuſe: 
their company and converſation; and though my 
health was conſiderably impaired by the ſhock I 
received in my laſt adventure, which was con- 
fderably greater than I at firſt imagined, and af- 
fected my companion ſo much, that ſhe did not 
recover her ſpirits, till ſhe returned to England: 
I fay, though I was for ſome time a valetudina- 
rian, I enjoyed myſelf in great tranquillity for the 
fpace of ten months, during which I was viſited 
by Engliſh, Scotch and French, of all parties and 
perſuaſions; for pleaſure is of no faction, and 
that was the chief object of my purſuit z neither 
was I ſo ambitious of being a politician, as to 
employ my time and thoughts upon ſubjects which 
I did not underſtand. I had admirers of all fides, 
and ſhould have ſpent my time very much to m 
liking, had not 1 felt my funds ſenſibly diminiſh, 
without any proſpect of their being repaired ; for 
I had been obliged to lay. out a great part of 
the ſum allotted for my ſubſiſtence, in. ſupplying. 
my companion, my ſervant, and. myſelf, with ne-. 
ceſſaries, in lieu of thoſe which we had loſt. 

Having before- mine eyes the uncomfortable 
proſpect of wanting money in a ſtrange place, I 
found myſelf under the neceſſity of returning to 
England, where I bad more refources-than I could 
poſſibly have among foreigners ;. and with that 
view wrote to Lord ——'s agents, deſiring that 1 
might be enabled to diſcharge my obligations at 
Faris, by the payment of my pin-money. Thus 

1 | A. 
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4 negotiation; commenced, and his Lordſhip pro- 
miſed to remit money for the clearance of my 
Paris debts, which amounted to four hundred 
pounds; but he would not advance one farthing 
more, though I gave him to underſtand, that 
while he protracted the agreement, I muſt inevi- 
tably be adding to my incumbrances, and that I 
ſhould be as effectually detained by a debt of 
twenty pounds as if I owed a thouſand. Not- 
withſtanding all my repreſentations, be would not 
part with one ſhilling over the neat ſum which I 
had at firſt ſtipulated ; ſo that all my meaſures 
were rendered abortive, and I found it altogether 
impracticable to execute thoſe reſolutions 1 bad 
formed in his favour. | LES 

Thus did he, for a mere trifle, embarraſs the 
woman for whom he profeſſes the moſt unlimited 
love, and whoſe principles he pretends to hold in 
the utmoſt veneration. Indeed, his confidence in 
my integrity is not without foundation; for ma- 
ny wives, with one half of my provocation, would 
have ruined him to all intents and purpoſes ; 
whereas, notwithſtanding all the extraordinary ex- 
pences to which I have been expoſed by his con- 
tinual perſecution, he never paid a ſhilling on my 
account, except one thouſand pounds, excluſive 
of the ſmall allowance which was my due. Ina 
word, ſo much time elapſed before my Lord could 
prevail upon himſelf to advance the bare four hun- 
dred, that I was involved in freſh difhculties, from 
which J found it impoſſible to extricate myſelf : 
and, though I had occaſion to write a letter to 
my benefactor Lord in which 1 expreſſed 
my acknowledgment for paſt favours, I could not 
venture to ſolicit more; even when I was encou- 
raged by a very obliging anſwer, wherein he de- 
os Clared,, 
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elared, that the good qualities of my mind and 
heart, would bind him to me in friendſhip for 
ever. 4 5 $74 

While T ruminated on my. uncomfortable ſitua- 
tion, which would neither permit me to return to 
England, nor to ſtay much longer where Þ was, a 
young Engliſhman of immenſe fortune took Paris 
in his way from Italy, accompanied by a moſt a- 
greeable Scotchman of very good fenſe and great 
vivacity. It was my good or ill fortune to become: 
acquainted with theſe gentlemen, who, having 
ſeen me at the opera, expreſſed a defire of being 
known to me, and accordingly favoured me with. 
+. viſit one afternoon, when the briſk North Bri- 
tain engrofſed the whole converſation ; while the 
other ſeemed! fearful and diffident, even to a de- 
gree of baſhfulneſs, through which, however, I 
oould diſcern a delicate ſenſibility and uncommon 
underſtanding. There was in his perſon (which 
was very agreeable} as well as in his behaviour, 
a certain naivetẽ that was very pleaſing; and, at 
this firſt interview, we reliſhed each other's com- 
pany ſo well, that a ſort of intimacy immediately 
commenced, and was carried on in a ſuceeſſion of 
parties of pleaſure, in the courſe of which I found 
him fraught with all the tenderneſs and ſeniment 
that render the heart ſuſceptible of the moſt re- 
fined love; a diſpoſition. that immediately made 
me partial to him, while it ſubjected his own- 
heart to all the violent impreſſions of a paſſion, 
which I little imagined our correſpondence would 


have produced. "4508 

LY, wh Nevertheleſs, I was far from being diſpleaſed 
1 N 5 with my conqueſt, becauſe his perſon and qualifi- 
1 cations, as well as his manner of addreſs, were: 
| very much to my liking, and recommended him in 
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2 pafticular manner to my affection. Indeed, he 
made a greater progreſs in my heart than ] myſelf 
ſuſpected; for there was ſomething congenial in 
our ſauls, which, from our firſt meeting, I believe 
had; attracted us, unknown to ourſelves, under the 
notions of friendihip and regard, and now diſeloſ- 
ed itſelf in the moſt paſſionate love. 03 49m 
I liſtened to his addreſſes, and we were truly 
bappy- | His attachment was the-quinteſſence of 
_ tenderneſs and fincerity, while bis generoſity 
knew no - bounds. Not contented with having 
Paid twelve hundred pounds on my. account, in 
the ſpace of one fortnight, he would have loaded 
me with preſent after preſent, had not I abſolute- 
ly-refuſed to accept ſuch expenſive marks of his 
munificence. I was even mortified at thoſe in- 
Nances of his liberality, which my ſituation com- 
pelled me to receive, leſt, being but little acquaint 
ed with my diſpoſition, he ſhould ſuſpect me of 
being intereſted in my love, and judge my conduct 
by the malicious reports of common fame, which, 
he afterwards owned, had at firſt obtained ſuch 
eredit with him, that he believed our mutual at- 
tachment would not be of long duration. But, in 
in this particular, he was ſoon undeceived. His 
heart, though naturally adapted for the melting 
paſhon, had hitherto eſcaped untouched by all the 
ladies of Italy and France; and therefore the firſt, 
impreſſions were the more deeply fixed. As he 
was unpraCtiſed in the ways of common gallantry 
and deceit, the ſtriking ſimplicity in his character 
was the more likely to engage the heart of one 
who knew the perfidy of the world, and deſpiſed 
all the farce and bombaſt of faſhionable profeſſion, 
which I had always conſidered as the phraſe of va- 
nity and oſtentation, cather than the genuine lan- 
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guage of love. Beſides, gratitude had a confider- 
able ſhare in my affection, which manifeſted it- 
ſelf in fuch a warm, cordial, artleſs' manner, as 
inereaſed his eſteem, and rivetted his attachment; 
for he could eaſily perceive, from the whole tenor 
of my conduct, that my breaſt was an utter ſtran- 
er to craft and diſſimulstion: yet, I was at firſt 
earfut of contracting any engagement with him, 
becauſe, being? younger than me, he might be more 
apt fo change, and the world might be malicious e- 
nough to ſuppbſe I had practiſed upon his inexpert- 
ence but, conſcious of my own integrity, I ſet 
flander at defiance, truſting to my own bebaviour, 
and his nateral probity, for tbe continuance of his 
love. Though we did not lire together in the fame 
Houſe, the greateſt part of our time was ſpent in 
each other's company; we dined and ſupped at the 
fame table, frequented public places, went upon 
pou to the country, and never parted but for a 
ew hours in the vight, which' we paſſed in the 
utmoſt impatience to meet again. — 
In this agreeable manner did the days roll on, 
when my felicity was interrupted by a fit of jea- 
louſy with which I happened to be ſeized. I had 
- contraQted an acquaintance with. a young married 
lady, who, though her perſonal attractions were 
but ſlender, was, upon the whole, an agreeable, 
chearful, good-natuted companion, with a little 
daſh of the coquette in her compoſition. This 
woman being in very indigent eireumſtances, oc- 
cafioned by ſome loſſes het huſband had ſuſtai ned, 
no ſooner had an opertunity of ſeeing and con- 
verſing with my lover, than ſhe formed the deſign 
of making a conqueſt of him. I ſhoutd have for- 
given her for this ſcheme, whatever pangs it 
might have coſt me, had 1 believed it the * 
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of real paſſi on 1 but I knew her too well, to ſup- 
poſe ber heart was ſuſceptible of love, and accord» 
ingly reſented it. In the execution of her plan, 
the neglected nothing which ſhe thought capable 
of engaging his attention. She took all oppor» 
tunities of ſitting near him at table, ogled him in 
the moſt palpable manner, directed her whole 
diſcourſe to him, trod upon his toes; nay, I be · 
lieve, ſqueezed his hand. My blood boiled at 
her, though my pride, for ſome time, enabled me 
to conceal my uneaſineſs; till at length her beha- 
yiour became fo arrogant and groſs, that I could 
no longer ſuppreſs my indignation, and one day 
told my lover that I would immediately renounce 
his correſpondence, — | 
He was greatly alarmed at this unexpected de- 
claration_; and, when he underſtood the cauſe of 
it, aſſured me, that for the future he would ne- 
ver exchange one word with her. Satisfied with 
this mark of his ſincerity and regard, I releaſed 
him from this promiſe, which he could not poſſi- 
bly keep, while ſhe and I lived upon any terms; 
and we continued to viſit each other, as uſual, 
though ſhe {till perſiſted in her endeavours to rival 
me in his affection, and contracted an intimacy 
with his companion, who ſeemed to entertain a 
paſſion for her, that ſhe might have the more fre- 
quent opportunities of being among us, for ſhe 
had no objection againſt favouring the addreſſes of 
both. One evening, I remember, we ſet out in 
my coach for the opera; and, in the way, this 
inamorata was ſo buſy with her feet, that I was 
incenſed at her behaviour; and, when we arrived 
at the place, refuſed to alight: but, ſetting them 
down, declared my intention -of returning home 
immediately. She was ſo much pleaſed with this 
intimation, 
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intimation, that ſhe could not conceal the joy ſhe 
felt at the thoughts of converſing with him, un- 
interrupted by my preſence; an opportunity with 
which 1 hadinever'favoured her before. This o- 
pen exultation increaſed my anger and anxiety. I 
went home; but, being ſtill tortured with the re- 
flection of having left them together, adjuſted my- 
ſelf in the glaſs, though I was too angry to take 
notice of my own figure, and without further de- 


* returned to the opera. 


Having inquired for the box in which they ſat, 
1 took poſſeſſion of one that fronted them, and, 
reconnoitring them without being perceived, had 
the ſatisfaction of ſeeing him removed to as great 
a diſtance from her as the place would permit, 
and his head turned anotber way. Compoſed by 
this examination, I joined them without further 
ſeruple, when my young gentleman expreſſed 
great joy at my appearance, and told me, he was 
determined to have left the entertainment, and 
come in queſt of me, had not J returned at that 
inſtant. 

In our way homewards, my rival repeated her 


uſual hints, and, with her large hoop almoſt over- 


ſhadowed' my lover from my view; upon which, 
my jealouſy and wrath recurred with ſuch violence, 


that I pulled the ſtring, as a ſignal for the coach- 


man to ſtop, with a view of getting out, and go- 
ing home a- foot; a ſtep which would have afford- 


ed a new ſpectacle to the people of Paris. But I 


reflected in a moment upon the folly of ſuch a re- 
ſolution, and ſoon recollected myſelf, by calling 
my pride to my aſſiſtance. I determined, however, 
that ſhe ſhould act no more ſcenes of this kind in 
my preſence, and that ſame night inſiſted upon my 
lover's dropping all intercourſe and connection 
with 
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with this tormentor. He very chearfully complied 
with my defire, and was even glad of an occaſion 
to break off his acquaintance with a perſon about 
whom I had plagued him ſo much. 

Thus was I freed from the perſecution of one 
of thoſe creatures, who, though of little conſe- 
quence in themſelves, are yet the peſts of ſociety, 
and find means to deſtroy that harmony which 
reigns between two lovers, by the intruſion of a 
looſe appetite, void of all ſenſibility and diſcretion : 
having no feeling themſelves, they cannot ſympa- 
* thize with that of other people, and do miſchief 
out of mere wantonneſs. 

My lover being obliged to go to England, had 
ſettled me in a genteel houſe in Paris, with a 
view of returning when his affairs ſhould be ad- 
juſted; but when the time of his departure ap- 
proached, he began to be uneaſy at the proſpect 
of ſeparation, and, in order to alleviate his anxie- 
ty, deſired me to accompany him to Calais, where 
we ſtayed together three or four days, during 
which the dread of parting became more and 
more intenſe; ſo that we determined upon my 
following him into England, by the firſt oppor- 
tunity, where I ſhould live altogether incog, that 
I might be concealed from the inquiries and at- 
tempts of my Lord. Even after this reſolution 
was fixed, we parted with all the agonies of lo- 
vers who deſpair of ever meeting again; and the 
wind blowing very high after he had embarked, 

increaſed my fears. But by the return of the 
packet-boat, I was blefſed with the report of his 
being ſafe arrived in England, and had the ſatiſ- 
faction of perufing his letters by every poſt. 

My admirer being thus detached from me, my 
thoughts were intirely employed in concerting 
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ſome private method of conveying, myſelf to him. 


As I would not truſt myſelf in the common pac- 
ket, for fear of being diſcovered, after having re- 
volved divers ſchemes, I determined to tranſport 
myſelf. in one of the Dutch fiſhing-boats, though 
I knew the paſſage would be hazardous; but, in 
a caſe of ſuch intereſting concern, I overlooked 
all danger and inconvenience, Befofe I put this 
reſolution. in practice, I was ſo fortunate as to 
hear of a ſmall Engliſh veſſel that arrived at Ca- 


lais with a priſoner of war, in which I embarked 


with my companion and another lady, who lived 


with me for ſome time afterwards; and when we 


came on board, diſcovered that the ſhip was no 


other than a light collier, and that her whole com- 


pany amounted to no more than three men. Ne- 
vertheleſs, though the ſea was ſo rough, and the 
weather ſo unpromiſing, that no other boat would 
venture to put to ſea, we ſet ſail, and, between 


two ſtorms, in about three hours arrived in ſafety 


in Dover. . 12 7 
From hence my firſt companion went to her 


friends, in the ſtage · coach, while the other lady 


and I hired an open poſt-chaiſe (though it ſnowed: 
very hard) and, without any accident, performed 
our journey to London, where I met with my 
lover, who flew to my arms in all the tranſports 
of impatient joy; and doubtleſs, J deſerved bis 


aſſection, for the hardſhips, perils, and difſicul- 


ties-I had undergone to be with him; for I never 


ſcrupled to undertake any thing practicable, in 


order to demonſtrate the ſincerity: of what I pro- 


In conſequence of our plan, I aſſumed a; fifti- 


tious name, and never appeared in public,. being 
fully fatisfted and happy in the company and con- 
| verſation 


* 


D be” . =. * - = 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 219 


verſation of the man I loved; and when he went 
into the country, contented myſelf with his cor- 
reſpondence, which he punctually maintained, in 
a ſeries of letters equally ſenſible, fincere, and 
affectionate. x 
Upon his return to town for the remainder of 
the ſeaſon, he devoted the greateſt part of bis 
time to our mutual enjoyment; left me with re- 
| luctance, when he was called away by indiſpen- 
- fible buſineſs, and the civility which was due to 
| his acquaintance ; and very ſeldom went to any 
piace of public entertainment, becauſe I could 
not accompany and thare with him in the diver- 
fion : nay, ſo much did I engrofs his attention, 
that one evening after he had been teazed into an 
agreement of meeting ſome friends at a play, he 
went thither preciſely at the appointed hour, and 
as they did not arrive punctually at the very mi- 
nute, he returned to me immediately, as much 
rejoiced at his eſcape as if he had met with ſome 
ſignal deliverance. Nor was his conſtancy infe- 
rior to the ardour of his love: we went once to- 
gether to a ball in the Hay-market, where, in the 
midſt of a thouſand fine women, whoſe charms 
were inhanced by the peculiarity of the dreſſes 
they wore, he remained unſhaken, unſeduced, 
preſerving his attachment for me, in ſpite of all 
temptation. OS 
- In the ſummer he provided me with a houſe in 
the neighbouthood of his own; but the accom- 
modations being bad, and that country affording 
no other place fit for my reſidence, he brovght 


\ 
; 
f 
. 


: 3 me home to his own ſeat, and by that ſtep raiſed 
= an univerſal clamour, though 1 ſaw no company, 
1 and led ſuch a folitary liſe, that nothing but ex- 


ceſſive love could have ſupported my ſpirits: not 
i U 2 | but 
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but that he gave me as much of his time as he 
could poſſibly ſpare from the neceflary duties of 
Paying and receiving viſits, together with the avo- 
cations of hunting, and other country amuſe- 
ments, which 1 could not partake. Formerly, 
indeed, I uſed to hunt and ſhoot, but I had left 
off both; ſo that I was now reduced to the alter- 
native of reading and walking by myſelf; but, 
Love made up for all deficiencies to me, who think 
nothing elſe avorth the living for ( Had I been blef+ 
fed with a partner for life, who could have loved fins 
cerely, and inſpired me with a mutual flame, 1 
would have aſked no more of fate, Intereſt and am- 
dition have no ſhare in my compofition ; love which is 
pleaſure, or pleaſure which is love, makes up the 
awhele. A heart ſo diſpoſed cannot be devoid of other 
good qualities ; it muſt be ſubject to the impreſſions of 
humanity and benev:lence, and an enemy to nothing but 
itſelf, This you will give me leave to affirm, in 
juſtice to mylelf, as I have frankly owned my fail- 
ings and miſconduct. | 
Towards the end of ſummer my heart was a 
litile alarmed by a veport that prevailed, of my 
lover's being actually engaged in a treaty of mar- 
riagez however, I gave little credit to this ru- 
mour, till I was obliged to go to town about buſi- 
neſs, and there I heard the ſame information con- 
tidently afſirmed. Though I ſtill conſidered it as 
a Vague ſurmiſe, I wrote to him an account of 
what I had heard; and, in his anſwer, which is 


ill in my poſſeſſion, he aſſured me, with repeat- 


ed vows and proteſtations, that the report was al- 
together falſe. Satisfied with this declaration, I 


returned to his houſez and, though the tale was 


inceſſantly thundered in my ears, ſtill believ- 


cd it void of all foundation, till my ſuſpicion 


Was 
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Was awaked by a very inconſiderable circum» 
ſtance. 

One day, on his return from hunting, I per- 
| ceived he had a very fine pair of Dreſden ruffles 
on his ſhirt, which J could not ſuppoſe he would 
wear at ſuch a ruſtic exerciſe; and therefore my 

fears immediately took the alarm. When ! queſ- 
tioned him about this particular of his dreſs, his 
colour changed; and though he attempted to e- 
Jude my ſuſpicion, by imputing it to a miſtake of 
his ſervant, I could not re(t ſatished with this ac- 
count of the matter, but inquired into the truth 
with ſuch eagerneſs and penetration, that be could 
not deny he had been to make a viſit. By de- 
grees, I even extorted from him a confeſſion, 
that he bad engaged himſelf farther than he ought 
to have proceeded, without making me acquaint- 
ed with his debgn, though he endeavoured to ex- 
cuſe bis conduct, and pacify my diſpleaſure, by 
laying, that the affair would not be brought to 
bear for a great while, and perhaps might never 
come to a determination: but he was in great 
confuſton, and indeed hardly knew what he 
laid. | 

I would have quitted his houſe that moment, 

had not he, before hand, obtained a promiſe that 
J would take no raſh reſolution of that kind, and 
put it out of my power to procure any method of 
| <onveyance by which I could make my retreat. 
*# {1 gave no vent to reproaches, and only upbraid- 
ed him with his baving permitted me to return 
in ignorance to the country, after I was once faic- 
ly gone; upon which he ſwore that he could not 
bear the thoughts of parung with me. This de- 
Claration was a myſtery at that time, but I have 
been ſince ſo. fully ſatisfied of his reaſons for bis 
11165 U3 | conduct, 
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conduct, that I heartily acquit him of all injuſtice 
to me. And indeed, it is my fincere opinion, 


that if ever a young man deſerved to be happy, 


he is certainly entitled to that privilege; and, if I 

may be allowed to judge, has an heart ſuſceptible 

of the moſt refined enjoyment. | 
The violence of the grief and conſternation 


which I ſuffered from this ſtroke, having a little 


ſubſided, I deliberated with myſelf about the 
meaſures I ſhould take, and determined to leave 
his houſe fome day when he ſhould be abroad. I 
was encouraged in this reſolution by the advice of 
our Scotch friend, who came about this time from 
London, on a viſit to his fellow-traveller : we 
thought ſuch an abrupt departure would be leſs 


ſhocking than to ftay and take a formal leave of 


my lover, whoſe heart was of ſuch a delicate 
frame, that after I told him. I ſhould one day 
withdraw myſelf, in his abſence, he never came 
home from the chace, or any other avocation, 
without trembling with apprehenſion that I had 
eicaped. 

After he had been ſome time accuſtomed to 


| theſe fears by my previous intimation, I at length 
decamped in good earneft, though my heart ached 


upon the occaſion, becauſe J left him loving and 
beloved; for his affection was evident, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſtep he had taken, by the advice and 
importunity of all his relations, who laid a diſ- 
agreeable reſtraint upon his inclinations, while 
they conſulted his intereſt in every other particu- 
cular. 1 Ss | | 
While I halted in the next great town, until [ 
could be ſupplied with freſh horſes, I was viſited 
by a gentleman who had been formerly intimate 
with my lover; but a breach had. * in 
e 


4 


17 
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*their friendſhip, and he now came to complain of 
the treatment he had received. Perceiving that I 
was not in a humour to liſten to his ſtory, he 
mifted the converſation to my own, and obſerved, 
that I had been extremely ill uſed. I told him 
that I was of a different opinion: that it was not 
only juſt, but expedient, that a young man of Mr 
s fortune ſhould think of making ſome al- 
liance to ſtrengthen and ſupport the intereſt of his 
family; and that I had nothing to accuſe him of, 
but his letting me remain ſo long in ignorance of 
his intention. He then gave me to underſtand, 
that I was ſtill ignorant of a great part of the ill 
uſage I had received, affirming, that while I liv- 
ed in his houſe, he had amuſed himſelf with all 
the common women in that town, to ſome of 
whom this gentleman had perſonally introduced 


him. | 
| At firſt, I could not believe this imputation 
1 but he ſupported his aſſertions with ſo many con- 
1 vincing circumſtances, that I could no longer 


doubt the truth of them; and I felt ſo much re- 
ſentment, that my love vaniſhed immediately in- 
to air. Inſtead of proceeding in my journey to 
London, I went back a conſiderable way, and 
ſent a meflage, deſiring to ſee him in a little 
houſe, about mid-way between his own habita- 
tion and the town from whence I came. He o- 
beyed my ſummons, and appeared at the place ap- 
pointed, where I reproached him with great bit- 
terneſs. He pleaded guilty to the charge, ſo far 
as acknowledging that he had corteſponded with 
other women lately, in order to get the better of 
his affection ſor me, but the experiment had fail- 


ed, and he found that be ſhould be for ever miſcr- 
able. b | | | 
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I did not look upon this candid confeſhon as 2 
fufficient atonement for his paſt diſſimulation, 
and, in the ſharpneſs of my revenge, demaniled a 
ſettlement, which he peremptorily refuſed; ſo 
that, for the preſent, we held each other in the 
utmoſt contempt. Indeed, I afterwards deſpiſed 
myſelf for my condeſcenſion, which was owing to 
the advice of my companion, ſupported and in- 
flamed by the ſpirit of reſentment. Nevertheleſs, 
he begged that I would return to his houſe, or 
ſtay all night where I was; but I was deaf to his 
intreaties, and, after a great deal of ironical civi- 
lity on my fide, 1 took my leave, and went away; 
yet, before I ſet out, I looked back, and faw him. 


on horfeback, with ſuch an air of ſimplicity and 


truth, as called up a profound ſigh, notwithfland= 
ing all that had paſſed in our converſation. 

Upon my arrival in London, I took lodgings in 
I.ciceſter-fields, and anſwered a letter which I bad 
fome months before received from my Lord, telling 


bim that I would go home to him, without ſtipu- 


Hting for any terms, to try what effect my confi. 
dence would have upon his generofity. He rea- 


dily embraced the offer, and took an houſe in St 
| James's ſtreet, where I propoſed to comply with 


his humour in every thing that was conſiſtent 
with my own peace and tranquilhty.. 155 

Meanwhile, my lover paſſed his time very diſ- 
apreeably in the country wirh his friend, of whom 
tit ſeems) he had conceived ſome jealouſy, which 
was increafed by a letter I wrote to that gentle- 
man, till he was made acquainted with the con- 
tents, which he read over forty times; and then, 


his paſſion breaking out wich more violence than 


ever, he not only expreſſed his feeling in an epiſ- 


tle, which I immediately received, but, when he 


came 
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came to town, ſuffered ſuch agonies of deſpair as 
I had never ſeen before, except in Lord B——. 
It was then in my power to have taken ample re- 
venge upon him, as well as upon my inſolent rival, 
who had inſiſted upon my leaving his houſe, in a 
very abrupt manner, though he abſolutely refuſed 
to gratify her malice ; for * was now diſpoſed to 
do any thing for my ſatisfaction: but I knew his 
worth, and had too much regard for his reputa- 
tion to adviſe him to act inconfiſtent with his 
honour. 

About this time, many tender meetings, and 
ſorrowful partings, happened between us, till the 

marriage knot was tied, when he ſent me a bank- 
Note for a thouſand pounds, by way of ſpecimen 
(as he called it) of his friendſhip, and of what he 
would do for me, ſhould I ever want his aſſiſtance, 
This mark of his generoſity I received in a moſt 
tender billet, which I ſhall never part with, to- 
gether with his piCture ſet in diamonds. | 
I now employed my thoughts in keeping mea-— 
ſures with my Lord; we lay in the ſame apart- 
ment, and, for the firſt four or five months, I net- 
ther dined nor ſupped abroad above twice; and 
then he knew where I was, and approved of my 
company. But all this complacency and circum=- 
ſpection had no effect upon his temper, which 
remained as capricious and diſſatisfied as ever. 
Nay, to ſuch a provoking degree did this unhappy 
bumour prevail, that one day, in the preſence of 
his lawyer, he harangued upon my miſccnduCct 
ſince our laſt re-union, and very freely affirmed, 


that every ſtep I had taken was diametrically op- 


poſite to his will. | 
Conſcious of the pains I had been at to pleaſe 
him, I was ſo incenſed at theſe unjuſt Ms 
: that, 
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that, ſtarting up, I told him, he was a little dirty 
fellow; and would have left the houſe imme- 
diately, had not his lawyer, and others, who were 
in the next room, interpoſed, and, by dint of ar- 
gument and importunity, diverted me from my 
purpoſe. By the by, I have been informed by a 
perſon of rank, that my Lord diſcovered exactly 
the ſame diſpoſition in his father's life-time, and 
only changes the ſubject of his complaint from 
the word father to that of wife. Indeed, he takes 
all opportunities of plaguing my dear parent, as he 
has juſt ſagacity enough to know, that this is the 
moſt effectual way he can take to diſtreſs me. 

After repeated trials, I have given up all hopes 
of making him happy, or of finding myſelf eaſy 
in my fituation, and live with him at preſent 'to 
avoid a greater inconvenience. Not that his ill- 
nature is all the grievance of which I complain: 
excluſive of the: perfonal diſguſt 1 entertain for 
him, his felly is of that ſpecies which diſobliges 
rather than diverts, and his vanity and affectation 
altogether intolerable z for he actually believes 
himſelf, or at leaſt would impoſe himſelf upon 
mankind, as a pattern in gallantry and taſte, and, 
in point of buſineſs, a perſon of infinite ſagacity 
and penetration: but the moſt ridiculous part of 


his character is his pretended talent for politics, 


in which he ſo deeply concerns himſelf, that he 
has diſmiſſed many a good ſervant, becauſe he 
ſuſpected him of having wrong connexions; a 
theme upon which he has often quarrelled with 
me, even almoſt to parting, accuſing me with 
holding correſpondence with the Earls of B— and 
C „ and Mr H— V—, though I never had 


the leaſt acquaintance with any of theſe gentle- 
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men, except the Earl of C-—, to whom I have 
not ſpoke for theſe ten years paſt. | 

In ſhort, J have often been at a loſs to know 
whether he was more mad or malicious in thoſe 
fits of enthuſiaſm, wherein he feemed tranſported: 


with zeal for the commonwealth, and tormented: 


me with his admonitions, out of all temper and 
patience. At length, however, I contrived an 
expedient which freed me from theſe troubleſome 
expoſtulations, and ſilenced him effectually on the 
ſcore of politics. This was no other than an open 
avowal of being connected with all thoſe people 
whom I have named. Indeed, I knew him too 
well to believe there was any thing ſolid in his 
intention or profeſſions, even when he carried 
himſelf ſo far as to demand a private audience of 
the K—, in order to communicate a ſcheme for 
ſuppreſſing the rebellion 3 and that being denied, 
ſolicited the Duke of D—'s intereſt, for permiſſion 
to raiſe and head a regiment of Kentiſh ſmug- 
glers : nay, to ſuch a pitch did his loyalty ſoar, 
that he purchaſed a firelock of particular mecha- 
niſm, calculated ſor the ſafety of the bearer, in 


caſe he had been placed centinel at his Majeſty's 


door; and kept his horſes ready capariſoned, with 
2. view of attending his Sovereign to the field, 
Notwithſtanding all theſe pompous preparations, 
had he been put to the proof, he would have in- 
fallibly crept out of bis engagements, through 


ſome ſneaking evaſion, his imagination being very 


fertile in ſuch ſaving pretences. Yet he will talk 
| ſometimes fo fervently, and even ſenſibly, on the 
ſubject, that a ſtranger would miſtake him for a 
man of underitanding, and determined zeal for 
the good of his country, 


Since 


————ͤů— 
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Since my laſt return to his houſe, that act of 
parliament paſſed, by which he was enabled to 
pay his debts, and, among the reſt, a thouſand 
pounds of my contraCting, the only burden of 


that kind I ever entailed upon him, excluſive of 


my pin-money, which was never regularly paid 
nor would he have been ſubject to this, had he 
not, by his perſecution and purſuit, expoſed me to 
an extraordinary expence. I have alſo had it in 
my power to reward ſome of my faithful Abigails z 
in particular, to relieve from extreme diſtreſs that 
maid to whom (as I have already obſerved) Lord 


that was reduced to the moſt abject poverty, 
and I found her in a diſmal hole, with two in- 
fants, periſhing for want; a ſpeCtacle which drew 
tears from my eyes, and indeed could not but 
make deep impreſſion upon an heart like mine, 
which the miſery of my fellow-creatures never 
failed to melt. | * 

. Nor did I upon this occaſion forget the attach- 
ment and fidelity of my other woman Mrs 8—, 
who, hearing I was robbed in my paſſage through 
Flanders, had generouſly relinquiſhed the allow- 


ance I had ſettled upon her at parting, The exer- 


ciſe of ſuch acts of humanity and benevolence, 
and the pleaſure of ſeeing my dear and tender 
parent often, in ſome meaſure alleviate the chagrin 
to which I am ſubject, from the diſagreeable diſ- 
poſition of my Lord, who, conſiſtent with his 
former inconſiſtency, upon our laſt reconciliation, 
cheerfully agreed to a propoſal I made of having 
concerts in the houſe, and even approved of the 
ſcheme, with marks of particular ſatis faction: but 
before one half of the winter was expired, he found 
means to baniſh all the company, beginning je 
ord 


B— 32 an annuity, which ſhe had ſold; fo 
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Lord R B—, who, as he walked up ſtairs one 


evening, was ſtopped by a footman, who plainly 

told him he had orders to ſay to him in particular, 

that his Lordſhip was not at home: yet, the very 

next day, perceiving that nobleman and me walk- 

ing together in the paik, he joined us with an air 

of alacrity, as if no ſuch thing had happened, and 

even behaved to Lord R— with the moſt fawning 

complaiſance. His deportment was equally ab- 

ſurd and impertinent to the reſt of his friends, 

who forſook us gradually, being tired of main« 

taining any friendly communication with ſuch a 

diſagreeable compoſition of ignorance and arro- 

gance. For my own part, I look upon him as ut- 
terly incorrigible; and, as fate hath ſubjected me 
to his power, endeavour to make the bitter draught 
go down, by detaching myſelf, as much as poſſi- 
ble, from the ſuppoſition that there is any ſuch 
exiſtence upon earth. Indeed, if IT had not fatal 
experience of the contrary, I ſhould be apt to be- 
lieve, that ſucli a character is not to be found a- 
mong the ſons of men; becauſe his conduct is al- 
together unaccountable by the known rules and 
maxims of life, and falls entirely under the poet's 
obſervation, when he ſays, 


ii true, no meaning puzzles more than wit. 


Her Ladyſhip having thus concluded her ſtory, 
to the entertainment of the company, and the ad- 
miration of Peregrine, who expreſſed his aſtonith- 
ment at the variety of adventures ſhe had under- 
gone, which was ſuch as he thought ſufficient to 
deſtroy the moſt hardy and robuſt conftitution, 
and therefore, infinitely more than enough to 
overwhelm one of her delicate frame; one of the 


gentlemen preſent roundly taxed her with want of 
Vol. III. X candour, 
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candour, in ſuppreſſing ſome-circumſtances of her 
life, which he thought eſſentlal in the conſidera- 
tion of her character. | 

She reddened at this peremptory charge, which 
had an evident effect upon the countenances of 
the whole audience, when the accuſer proceeded 
to explain his imputation, by obſerving, that, in 
the courſe of her narration, ſhe had omitted to 
mention a thouſand acts of uncommon charity, of 
which he himſelf knew her to be guilty; and that 
ſhe had concealed a great many advantageous 
propoſals of marriage, which ſhe might have ac- 
cepted before ſhe was engaged. N 

The company were agreeably undeceived by 
this explanation; which her Ladyſhip acknow- 
ledged in very polite terms, as a compliment 
cqually genteel and unexpected: and our hero, 
after having teſtified the ſenſe he had of her 
complaiſance and condeſcenſion, in regaling him 
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with a mark of her confidence and eſteem, took | 
| his leave, and went home in a ſtate of confuſion ; 
and perplexity ; for, from the circumſtances of the . 
tale he had heard, he plainly perceived, that her f 


W 


Ladyſhip's heart was too delicate to receive ſuch in- 
cenſe, as be, in the capacity of an admirer, could 
at preſent pay; becauſe, though he had in ſome | 
meaſure abridged the empire of Emilia in bis own 
breaſt, it was not in his power to reltrain it ſo ef- 
fectually, but that it would interfere with any o- 
ther ſovereign whom his thoughts ſhould adopt: 
and, unleſs Lady —— could engroſs his whole 
love, time and attention, he foreſaw that it would 
be impoſſible for him to ſupport the paſſion which 
he might have the good fortune to infpire. He 
was, *moreover, deterred from declaring his love, 
by the fate of her former admirers, who ſeemed 
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to be wound up to a degree of enthuſiaſm, that 
looked more like the effect of enchantment, than 

the inſpiration of human attractions; an ęcſtaſy of 
paſſion which he durſt not venture to undergo. 

\ He therefore reſolved to combat with the impreſ- 
f lions he had already received, and, if poſſible, 
cultivate her friendſhip, without ſoliciting her af- 
jection : but, before he could fix upon this deter- 
mination, he defired to know the footing on which 

he ſtood in her opinion; and by the intelligence 

of Crabtree, obtained in the uſual manner, under- 

ſtood that her ſentiments of him were very ſavour- 

able, though without the leaſt tincture of love. 

He would have been tranſported with joy, had her 
thoughts of him been of a more tender texture; 
though his reaſon was better pleaſed with the 11- 

4 ſormation he received; in conſequence of which, 
Fl he muſtered up the ideas of his firſt paſſion, and 


9 ſet them in oppoſition to thoſe of this new and 

0 1 dangerous attachment; by which meaus he kept 

1 1 the balance ih eguilibrio, and his boſom tolerably 

© 14 quiet. 
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- 4 CHAP. LXXXII. 

a 38 

e Mm He 50 ſuades Cadwallader 7 une the character of 

m a magician, in which he acquires a great ſhare of 

f oo ref tation, by his reſponſes to three females of dif= 

J 4 tinticn, why ſever ly conſult the teren of 

+ 4 his art. 

le i 

Id IS heart being thus, as it were, ſuſpended be- 

ch tween two objects that leſſened the force of 

le each other's attraction, he took this opportunity of . 
e, enjoying ſome reſpite, and ſor the prefent detach- | 
ed ed his ſentiments from both; reſolving to indulge | 
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_ himſelf in the exerciſe of that practical ſatire, 


which was ſo agreeable and peculiar to his diſpo- 
fition. In this laudable determination he was con- 
firmed by the repeated ſuggeſtions of his friend 
Cadwallader, who taxed him with letting his talents 
ruſt in indolence, and ſtimulated his natural viva- 


city, with a ſucceſſion of freſh diſcoveries in the 
world of ſcandal. 


Peregrine was now ſeized with a ſtrange whim, 
and when he communicated the conceit to Cad- 
wallader, it in a moment acquired his approba- 
tion. This notion he imparted in a propoſal, to 


ſubject the town to their ridicule, by giving re- 


ſponſes in the character of a profeſſed conjurer, to 
be perſonated by the old miſanthrope, whoſe aſpect 
was extremely well calculated for the purpoſe. 
The plan was immediately adjuſted in all its parts; 
an zpartment hired in a houſe accommodated with 
a public ſtair; ſo that people might have free in- 


greſs and egreſs, without being expoſed to obſer- 


vation; and this tenement being furniſhed with 
the apparatus of a magician, ſuch as globes, tele- 
ſcopes, a magic lantern, a ſkeleton, a dried mon- 
key, together with the ſkins of an alligator, otter, 
and ſnake, the conjurer himſelf took poſſeſſion of 
his caſtle, after having diſtributed printed adver- 


tiſements, containing the particulars of his under- 


taking. 
Theſe bills ſoon operated according to the wiſh 
of the projectors. As the price of the oracle was 


fixed at half a guinea, the public naturally con- 


cluded, that the author was no common fortune- 


teller; and the very next day, Peregrine found 


ſome ladies of his quality acquaintance, infected 
with the deſire of making an experiment upon the 


N of this new . who pretended to be 


juſt 
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Juſt arrived ſrom the Mogul's empire, where he 


had learned the art from a Brachman philoſopher» 
Our young gentleman affected to talk of the pre- 
tenſions of this ſage with ridicule and contempt 
and with feeming reluctance undertook to attend 
them to his apartment, obferving that it would be 
a very eaſy matter to detect the fellow's igno- 
rance, and no more than common juſtice, to chaſ- 
tiſe him for his preſumption. Though he could 
eaſily perceive a great fund of credulity in the 
company, they affected to eſpouſe bis opinion, and, 
under the notion of a frolic, agreed, that one par- 
ticular Lady ſhould endeavour to baffle his art, by 
appearing before him in the dreſs of her woman, 
who ſhould at the ſame time perſonate her miſtreſs, 


and be treated as ſuch by our adventurer, who pro- 


miſed to ſquire them to the place. Theſe mea- 
ſures being concerted, and the appointment fixed: 
for the next audience-day, Peregrine furnithed his 
friend with the neceſſary information; and when 
the hour of aſſignation arrived, conducted his, 
charge to this oraculous ſcer. 

They were admitted by our hero's valet- de- 
chambre, whoſe viſage being naturally meagre and' 
fwarthy, was adorned with artificial whiſkers ; ſo- 


that he became the Perſian dreſs which he were, 


and ſeemed a very proper malter of the ceremo- 
nies to an oriental necromancer. Having croſſed 


his arms upon his breaſt, with an inclination of 


the head, he ſtalked in folemn ſilence before them 
into the penetralia of the temple, where they 
found the conjurer fitting at a table, provided 


with pen, ink and paper, divers books, and mathe- 


matical inſtruments, and a long white wand lying. 
acroſs the whole. He was habited in a black gown. 
and, fur-Cap; his countenance, over and above a: 
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double proportion of philoſophic gravity, which he 
had aſſumed for the occaſion, was improved by a 
thick beard, white as ſnow, that reached to his 
middle, and upon each ſhouller fat a prodigious 
large black cat which had been tutored for the 
purpoſe, 
uch a figure, which would have ſtartled Pere— 
grine himſelf, had not he been concerned in the 
myſtery, could not fail to make an impreſſion 
upon thoſe whom he accompanied. Ahe ficti- 
tious chambermaid, in ſpite of all her natural“ 
pertneſs and vivacity, changed colour when ſhe 
entered the room, while the pretended lady, whoſe 
intelleQts were not quite fo enlightened, began to 
tremble in every joint, and ejaculate petitions to 
heaven for her ſafety, Their conductor advancing 
to the table, preſented his offering, and, pointing 
to the maid, told him, that lady dehred to know 
what would be her deſtiny in point of marriage, 
he philoſopher, without lifting up his eyes to 
view the perſon in whole behalf he was conſulted, 
turned his car to one of the ſable familiars that 
purred upon his ſhoulder, and taking up the pen, 
wrote upon a detached flip of paper theſe words, 
which Peregrine, at the defire of the ladies, re- 
cated aloud, “ Her deſtiny will, in a great mea- 
ure, depend upon what happened to her about 
nine o'clock in the morning, on the third day of 
laſt December.“ + ON 
This ſentence was no ſooner pronounced, than 
the counterfeit lady fereamed, and ran out into 
the antichamber, exclaiming, “ Chriſt have mer- 
cy upon us! Sure he is the devil incarnate!“ Her 
miſtreſs, who followed her with great conſterna- 
tion, inſiſted upon knowing the tranſaftion to 
wbich the reſponle alluded 3 and Mis Abigail, af 


ter 
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ter ſome recolleckion, gave her to underſtand that 
ſhe had an admirer, who, on the very hour and 
day mentioned by the cunning man, had addrefled 
himſelf to her in © ſerious propoſal of martiape, 
This explanation, however, was more ingenious 
than candid : for the admirer was no other than 
the identical Mr Pickle hunſelf, who was a mere 
dragon among the chambernwits, and, in his pre— 
vious information communicated to his allociate, 
had given an account of this allipration, with 
which he had been favoured by the damfel in 
queſtion, | 

Our hero ſceing his company very much affect. 
ed with this cucumſlance of the wizzard's aft, 
which had almolt fiighted both miſtreſs and maid 


into hylteric fits, pretended to laugh them out of 


their fears, by obſerving, that there was nothing 
extraordinary in this inſtance of his knowledge, 
which might have been acquired by ſome of thoſe 
ſecret emiſlaries whom ſuch impoltors are obliped 
to employ for intelligence, or imparted by the lo- 
ver himſelf, who had, perhaps, come to conſult 


him about the ſucceſs of his amour. Encouraged 


by this obſervation, or rather prompted by an in- 


{atiable curiofity, which was proof againſt all forts 
of apprehenſion, the diſguiſed lady returned to the 
magician's own apartment, and aſſuming the air 
of a pert chambermaid, “ Mr Conjurer (laid ſhe) 
now you have ſatisfied my miſtreſs, will you be ſo 
good as to tell me, if ever I ſhall be married?“ 
The ſage, without the leaſt hefitation, favoured 
her with an anfwer, in the following words : 
« You cannot be married before you are a wi- 
dow; and whether or not that will cver be the 
caſe, is a queſtion which my art cannot reſolve, 
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becauſe my foreknowledge exceeds not the term 
of thirty years.” nk | 
This reply, which at once cut her off from the 
pleaſing proſpect of ſeeing herſelf independent in 
the enjoyment of youth and fortune, in a moment 
clouded her aſpect: all her good humour was 
overcaſt, and ſhe went away, without farther in- 


quiry, muttering in the rancour of her chagrin, 


that he was a filly impertinent fellow, and a mere 
quack in his profeſhon. Notwithſtanding the pre- 
judice of this reſentment, her conviction ſoon re- 
curred ; and when the report of his anſwers was 
made to thoſe confederates by whom ſhe had been 
deputed to make trial of his ſkill, they were uni- 
verſally perſuaded that his art was altogether ſu- 
pernatural, though each affected to treat it with 
contempt, reſolving, in her own breaſt, to have 
recourſe to him in private. 

In the mean time, the maid, though laid under 


the moſt peremptory injunctions of ſecrecy, was ſo 


full of the circumſtance which related to her own: 
conduct, that ſhe extolled his preſcience in whiſ- 
pers to all her acquaintance, afſuring them, that 
he had told her all the particulars of her life; ſo 
that his fame was almoſt inſtantaneouſly conveyed 
through a thouſand different channels, to all parts 
of the town; and the very next time he aſſumed 
the chair, his doors were beſieged by curious peo» 
le of all ſects and denominations. CARE. 

Being an old practitioner in this art, Cadwal- 
lader knew it would be impoſſible for bim to ſup- 
port his reputation in the promiſcuous exerciſe of 
fortune-telling, becauſe every perſon that ſhould. 
come to conſult him, would expect a ſample of his 
{kl relating to things paſt; and it could not be 
ſuppoſed that he was acquainted with the private 
concerns 
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concerns of every individual who might apply to 

him for that purpoſe : he therefore ordered his 

| miniſter, whom he diſtinguiſhed by the name of 

Hadgi-Rourk, to figniſy to all thoſe who demand- 

| ed entrance, that his price was half a guinea; and 

F that all ſuch as were not diſpoſed to gratify him 

with that conſideration, would do well to leave the 
paſſage ſree for the reſt. 

This declaration ſucceeded to his wiſh ; for this 
congregation conſiſted chiefly of footmen, cham- 
ber-maids, prentices, and the lower claſs of tradeſ- 
men, who could not afford to purchaſe preſcience 
at ſuch a price; fo that, after fruitleſs offers of 
ſhillings and half-crowns, they dropped off one by 
one, and left the field open for cuſtomers of an 
higher rank. . | 

The firſt perſon of this ſpecies who appeared, 

was drefled like the wife of a ſubſtantial tradeſ- 
man; but this diſguiſe could not ſcreen her from 
the penetration of the conjurer, who, at firſt ſight, 
knew -her to be one of the Jadies of whoſe coming 
he had been apprized by Peregrine, on the ſuppo— 
Gtion that their curiofity was rather inflamed than 
allayed by the intelligence they had received from 
his firſt client. This lady approached the philoſo- 
pher with that intrepidity of countenance ſo con- 
ſpicuous in matrons of her dignified ſphere, and, 
in a ſoft voice, aſked with a ſimper, of what com- 
plexion her next child would be? The necro- 
mancer, who was perfectly well acquainted with 
her private hiſtory, forthwith delivered his re- 
ſponſe in the following queſtion, written-in the 
uſual form, “ How long has Pompey, the black, 

been diſmiſſed from your Ladyſhip's ſervice ?” 
_ _ Endowed as ſhe was with a great ſhare of that 
fortitude which is diſtinguiſhed by the W 
of 
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of effrontery, her face exhibited ſome ſigns of 
ſhame and confuſion at the receipt of this oracu- 
lar interrogation, by which ſhe was convinced of 
his extraordinary intelligence; and, accoſting him 
in a very ſerious tone, Doctor, (ſaid ſhe), 1 per- 
ceive you. are a perſon of great abilities in the art 
you profeſs; and, therefore, without pretending 
to diffemble, I will own you have touched the 
true ſtring of my apprehenſions. 1 am perſuaded 
I need not be more particular in my enquiries. 
Here 1s a purſe of money; take it, and deliver me 
from a moſt alarming and! uneaſy ſuſpence.” 80 
ſaying, ſhe depoſited her offering upon the table, 
and waited for his anſwer with a face of fearful 
expectation, while he was employed in writing 
this ſentence for her peruſal : “ 'Thovgh I ſee 
into the womb of time, the proſpect is not per- 
ſectly diſtinct: the ſeeds of ſuture events ly min- 
gled and. confuſed ; fo that I am under the neceſſi- 
iy of aſſiſting my divination, in ſome caſes, by 
analogy and human intelligence, and cannot poſ- 
ſibly ſatisfy your preſent doubts, unleſs you will 
condeſcend to make me privy to all thoſe occur- 
rences which you think might have interfered 
with the cauſe of your apprehenſion.” 

The lady having read the declaration, affected 
a ſmall emotion of ſhyneſs and repugnance, and, 
ſeating herſelf upon a ſettee, after having cauti- 
ouſly informed herſelf of the privacy of the apart- 
ment, gave ſuch a detail of the ſucceſſion of her 
lovers, as amazed while it entertained the necro- 
mancer, as well as his friend Pickle, who from 
a cloſet, in which he had concealed himſelf, over- 
heard every ſyllable of her confeſſion. - Cadwalla- 
der liſtened to her ſtory with a look of infinite im- 
portance and ſagacity, and, after a ſhort 9 5 
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told her, that he would not pretend to give a ca— 


tegorical anſwer, until he ſhould have deliberated 
maturely upon the various circumſtances of the 


affair; but, if ſhe would take the trouble of ho- 
nouring him with another viſit on his next public 
day, he hoped he ſliould be able 0 give her full 
ſatisfaction. Conſcious of the importance of her 


doubts, ſhe could not help commending his cau- 


tion, and took her Jeave, with a promiſe of re- 
turning at the appointed time: then the conjurer 
being joined by his aſſociate, they gave a looſe to 


their mirth, which having indulged, tbey began 


to concert meaſures for inflicting ſome diſgraceful 
puniſhment on the ſhameleſs and inſatiate termi- 
gant who had ſo impudently avowed her own pro- 
ſtitution. | 
They were interrupted, however, in their con- 
fercnce, by the arrival of a new gueſt, who be- 
ing announced by Hadgi, our hero retreated to 


his lurking-place, and Cadwallader reſumed his 


myſterious appearance. This new client, though 
ſhe hid her face in a maſk, could not conceal her- 
ſelf from the knowledge of the conjurer, who, by 
-her voice, recognized her to be an unmarried lad 

of his own acquaintance. ohe had, within a 
{mall compaſs of time, made herſelf renvirtable 
for two adventures, which had not at all ſucceed- 
ed to her expectation. Being very much addicted 
to play, the had, at a certain rout, indulged that 
paſſion to ſuch exceſs, as not only got the better 
of her Juitice, but alſo of her circumſpeRion ; fo 
that ſhe was unfortunately detected in her endea- 
vours to appropriate to berſelt what was not law- 
fully her due. This ſmall ſlip was attended with 
another indiſcretion, which had likewiſe an un- 


lucky effect upon her reputation. She had been 


favoured 


249 THE ADVENTURES OF 


favoured with the addreſſes of one of thoſe hope- 
ful heirs who ſwarm and ſwagger about town, un« 
der the denomination of Bucks; and, in the con- 
fidence of his honour, conſented to be one of a 
Party that made an excurſion as far as Windſor, 
thinking herſelſ ſecured from ſcandal by the com- 
pany of another young lady, who had alſo con- 


deſcended to truſt her perſon to the protection of 


her admirer. The two gallants, in the courſe of 
this expedition, were ſaid to uſe the moſt perfidi- 
ous means to intoxicate the paſſions of their miſ- 


treſſes, by mixing drugs with their wine, which 


inflamed their conſtitutions to ſuch a degree, that 
they fell an eaſy ſacrifice to the appetites of their 
conductors, who, upon their return to town, were 
ſo baſe and inhuman as to boalt among their com- 
panions of the exploit they had achieved. Thus 
the ſtory was circulated, with a thouſand addition- 
al circumſtances to the prejudice of the ſufferers, 


one of whom had thought proper to withdraw in- 


to the country, until the ſcandal raiſed at her ex- 
pence ſhould ſubſide; while the other, who was 
not ſo eaſily put out of countenance, reſolved to 


outface the report, as a treacherous aſperſion in- 


vented by her lover as an excuſe for his own in- 
conſtancy; and actually appeared in public, as 
uſual, till ſhe found herſelf negleCted by the great- 
eſt part of her acquaintance. 1 8 
In conſequence of this diſgrace, which ſhe knew 
not whether to impute to the card affair, or to the 
laſt faux pas ſhe had committed, ſhe now came 
to coniult the conjurer, and fignthed her errand, 
by aſking whether the cauſe of her preſent diſquiet 
was of the town or the country? Cadwallader 
at once pegceiving her alluſion, anſwered her queſ- 
tion in theſe terms; „ This honeſt world will 
| forgive 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 241 


ſorgive a young gameſter for indiſcretion at play, 
but a favour granted to a babbling coxcomb is an 
unpardonable offence.” This reſponſe ſhe receiv= 
ed with equal aſtoniſhment and chagrin; and, 
fully convinced of the necromancer's omniſcience, 
implored his advice touching the retrieval of her 
reputation; upon which he counſelled her to wed 
with the firſt opportunity. She ſeemed ſo well 
Pleaſed with his admonition, that ſhe gratified 
him with a double fee, and, dropping a low 
curr'ſy, retired. | 

Our undertakers now thought it high time to 
filence the oracle for the day, and Hadgi was ac- 
cordingly ordered to exclude all comers, while 
Peregrine and his friend renewed the deliberations 
which had been interrupted, and ſettled a plap of 
operations for the next occaſion. Meanwhile, it 
was reſolved, that Hadgi ſhould not only exerciſe 
his own talents, but alſo employ inferior agents, 
in procuring general intelligence for the ſupport 
of their ſcheme; that the expence of this miniſtry 
ſhould be defrayed from the profits of their pro- 
feſſion; and the remainder be diſtributed to poor 

families in diſtreſs, _ | ; 


CHAP. LXXXIII. 
Peregrine and his friend Cadwallader proceed in the 


exerciſe of the myſtery of fortune-telling, in the 


caurſe of which they achieve various adventures. 


THESE preliminaries being adjuſted, our hero 
forthwith repaired to a card aſſembly, which 
was frequented by ſome of the moſt notable goſ- 
ſips in town, and having artfully turned the con- 
Vor. III. + 4 verſation 
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verfation upon the ſubject of the fortune-teller, 
whoſe talents he pretended to ridicule, incenſed 
their itch of knowing ſecrets to ſuch a degree of 
impatience, that their curioſity became flagrant ; 
and he took it for granted, that all or fome of 
them would viſit Albumazar on his very firſt viſit- 
ing-day. While Peregrine was thus engaged, this 
affociate made his appearance in another convoca- 
tion of faſhionable people, where he ſoon had the 
pleaſure of I_ the conjurer brought upon the 
"carpet by an elderly 'gentlewoman, remarkable for 
her inquiſitive diſpoſition, who, addreſſing herſelf 
to Cadwallader, aſked, by the help of the finger- 
alphabet, if he knew any thing of the magician 
that made ſuch a noiſe in town? The miſan- 
thrope anſwered as uſual, in a ſurly tone, By 
your queſtion, = muſt either take me for a pimp 
or an idiot. What, in the name of nonſenſe, 
ſhould I know of. ſuch a raſcal, unleſs I were to 
court his acquaintance with a view to feaſt my 
on ſpleen, in ſeeing him focl the whole nation 
out of their money? Though, I ſuppoſe, bis 
chief profits ariſe from his practice, in quality of 
pander. All fortune-tellers are bawds, and for 
that reaſon are ſo much followed by people of 
faſhion. This fellow (I warrant) has got ſundry 
convenient apartments! for the benefit of procrea- 
tion; for it is not to be ſuppoſed that thoſe who 
viſit him on the pretence of conſulting. his ſuper- 
natural art, can be ſuch fools, ſuch drivellets, as 
to believe that he can actually prognoſticate future 
events. phe is 
Tha company, according to his expeQation, 
imputed. bis remarks. to the rancour of his diſpo- 
ſition, which could not bear to think that any per- 
{on upon eacth was wiſer than himſelf; and his 
ITY ears 
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ears were regaled with a thouſand inſtances of the 
conjurer's wonderful prefcience, for which he was 
akogether indebted to fiction. Some of theſe ſpe- 
eimens being communicated to him by way of ap- 
peal to his opinion, They are (ſaid he) mere 
phantoms of ignorance and credulity, ſwelled up 
in the repetition, like thoſe unſubſtantial bubbles 
which the boys blow up in ſoap-ſuds with a tobac- 
co pipe. And this will ever be the caſe in the pro- 
pagation of all extraordinary intelligence: the ima- 
gination naturally magnifies every object that falls 
under its cognizance, eſpecially thoſe that con- 
dern the paſſions of fear and admiration ; and, 
when the occurrence comes to be rehearſed, the 
vanity of the relator exaggerates every circum- 
ſtance, in order to inhance the importance of the 


communication. Thus an incident, which is but 


barely uncommon, often gains ſuch acceſſion in its 
progreſs through the fancies and mouths of thoſe 
who repreſent it, that the original fact cannot poſſibly 


be diſtinguiſhed. This obſervation might be prov- 
ed and illuſtrated by a thouſand undeniable exam 


ples, out of which | ſhall only ſelect one inſtance, 
for the entertainment and edification of the com- 
pany. A very honeſt gentleman, remarkable for 
the gravity of his deportment, was one day, in a 
certain coffee-houſe, accoſted by one of his parti- 
cular friends, who, taking him by the hand, ex- 
prefled uncommon ſatisfaction in ſeeing him a- 
broad, and in good health, after the 7 


and portentous malady he had undergone. Sur- 


priſed at this ſalutation, the gentleman replied, it 
was true he had been a little out of order over 
night, but there was nothing at all extraordinary 


in his indifpoſition. © Jeſu! not extraordinary! 
(cried the other) when you vomited three black 


14 crows !“ 


angerous 
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crows!” This ſtrange exclamation the'grave gen- 
tleman at firſt miſtook for raillery, though his 
friend was no joker; but, perceiving in him all 
the marks of fincerity and aſtoniſhment, he ſud- 
denly changed his opinion, and, after a ſhort re- 
verie, taking him aſide, expreſſed himſelf in theſe. 
words: Sir, it is not unknown to you, that I 
am at preſent engaged in a, treaty of marriage, 
which would have been ſettled long ago, had it 
not been retarded by the repeated machinations of 
a certain perſon who profeſſed himſelf my rival. 
Now I am fully perſuaded that this affair of the 
three crows is a ſtory of his invention, calculated 
to prejudice me in the opinion of the lady, who, 
to be ſure, would not chooſe to marry a man who 
has a rookery in his bowels; and therefore I muſt 
inſiſt upon knowing your author of this ſcanda- 
Jous report, that I may be able to vindicate my 
character from the malicious aſperſion.“ His 
friend, who thought the demand was very reaſon- 
able, told him, without heſitation, that he was 
made acquainted with the circumſtance of his diſ- 
temper by Mr Such-a-one, their common acquain- 
tance, Upon which the perſon who conceived him- 
felf injured, went immediately in queſt of his ſup- 
poſed defamer, and having found him, “ Pray, 
Sir, (ſaid he with a peremptory tone) who told 
you that I vomited three black crows ?” © Three ? 

(anſwered the gentleman) I mentioned two only.” 
<6 Zounds! Sir, (cried the other, incenſed at his 
indifference) you will find the two too many, if 
you refuſe to diſcover the villanous ſource of ſuch 
calumny.” The gentleman, ſurpriſed at his heat, 
ſaid he was ſorry to find he had been the accident- 
al inſtrument of giving him offence, but tranſlat-. 
ed the blame (if any there was) ſrom himſelf to 
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a third perſon, to whoſe information he owed his 
knowledge of the report. The plaintiff, aceord- 


ing to the direction he received, repaired to the 


houſe of the accuſed; and his indignation being 
inflamed at finding the ſtory had already circulat- 
ed among his acquaintance, he told him, with e- 
vident marks of diſpleaſure, that he was come to 
pluck that ſame brace of crows which he ſaid he 


had diſgorged. The defendant, ſeeing him very 


much irritated, poſitively, denied that he had men- 
| tioned a brace. One, indeed, (ſaid he) I own FE 
took notice of, upon the authority of your own. 
phyſician, who gave me an aecount of it this 
morning.“ By the Lord! (cried the ſufferer, in 
a rage which he could no longer contain) that raſ- 
cal has been ſuborned by my rival to flander my 
character in this manner; * I'll be revenged, 
if there be either law or equity in England.“ He 
had ſcarce pronounced theſe words, when the 


Doctor happened to enter the room; when his 


exaſperated patient lifting: up; his cane, Sirrah, 
(faid he) if. I live, P11 make that black crow the 
blackeſt circumſtance of thy whole life and con- 


verſation. The phyſician, confounded at this ad- 
dreſs, aſſured him that he was utterly ignorant of 


his meaning, and, when the other gentleman ex- 
mlained it, abſolutely denied the charge, affirming 
he had ſaid no more than that he had vomited a 
quantity af ſomething as black as a crow. The 
landlord. of the houſe acknowledged that he might 
have been miſtaken; and thus the whole myſtery; 
Was explained. 1 I 
The company ſeemed: to-reliſh- the ſtory. of the 
three black crows, which they. conſidered as an. 
impromptu of Cadwallader's on invention; but, 
granting it to be true, they unanimouſly declared: 
that it could have no weight in invalidating the: 
45 1 . 8c Þ teſtimony, 
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teſtimony of divers perſons of honour, who had 
'been witneſſes of the magician's ſupernatural 
ſkill, On the next day of conſultation, the ne- 
cromancer being in the chair, and his friend be- 
hind the curtain, the outward door was ſcarce o- 
pened, when a female viſitant ſlounced in, and diſ- 
covered to the magician the features of one of 
thoſe inquiſitive ladies, whoſe curioſity he knew 
his: confederate had arouſed in the manner above 
deſcribed. She addreſſed herſelf to him with a 
familiar air, obſerving, that ſhe had heard much 
of his great knowledge, and was come to be a 
witneſs of his art, which ſhe deſired him to diſ- 
play, in declaring what he knew to be her ruling 
paſhon. | 
Cadwallader, who was no ſtranger to her diſ- 
poſition, aſſumed the pen without heſitation, and 
furniſhed her with an anſwer, importing, that the 
love of money predominated, and ſcandal poſſeſſed 
the next place in her heart. Far from being of- 
fended at his freedom, ſhe commended his frank- 
neſs with a ſmile 3 and, ſatisfied of his uncommon 
talents, expreſſed a deſite of being better acquaint. 
ed with his perſon, (Nay, ſhe began to catechife 
bim upon the private hiſtory of divers great fami- 
lies, in which he happened to be well verſed ; and 
he, in a myſterious manner, dropt ſuch artful 
hints of his knowledge, that ſhe was amazed at 
his capacity, and- actual aſked if his art was 
communicable. The conjurer replied in the af- 
firmative ; but, at the ſame time, gave her to un- 
derſtand, that it was attainable by thoſe only who 
were pure and undefiled in point of chaſtity and 
honour z or ſuch as, by a long courſe of penitence, 
had weaned themſelves from all attachments to 
the fleſh. She not only diſapproved, but ſeemed 
to doubt the truth of this aſſertion ; telling xr 
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with a look of diſdain, that his art was not worth 
having, if one could not uſe it for the benefit of 
one's pleaſure : ſhe had even penetration enough 
to take notice of an inconſiſtency in what he had 
advanced ; and aſked, why he himſelf exerciſed 
his knowledge for hire, if he was ſo much de- 
tached from all worldly concerns. © Come, 
come, Doctor, added ſhe, you are in the right 
to be cautious againſt impertinent curioſity ; but, 
perhaps I may make it worth your while to be 
communicative.” 

Theſe overtures were interrupted by a rap at 
the door, hgnifying the approach of another cli- 
ent; upon which the lady inquired for his private 
paſſage, through which ſhe might retire, without 
the riſk of being ſeen. When ſhe underſtood he 
was deficient in that convenience, ſhe withdrew 
into an empty room, adjoining to the audience- 
chamber, in order to conceal herſelf from the ob- 
ſervation of the new-comer. This was no other 
than the inamorata, who came by appointment to 
receive the ſolution of her doubts; and the miſ- 
anthrope, glad of an opportunity to expoſe her to 
the cenſure of ſuch an indefatigable miniſter of 
fame, as the perſon who (he knew) would liſten 
from the next apartment, laid her under the ne- 
ceſlity of refreſhing his remembrance with a reca- 
pitulation of her former confeſſion, which was al- 
moſt finiſhed, when ſhe was alarmed by a noiſe at 
the door, occaſioned by two gentlemen who at— 
tempted to enter by force. | 

Terrified at this uproar, which diſconcerted the 
magician himſelf, ſhe ran for ſhelter into the 
place which was pre-occupied by the other lady, 
who, hearing this diſturbance, had cjoled the 
window-ſhutters, that ſhe might have the better 

Py, bo chance 
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ehance of remaining unknown. Here they en- 
feonced themſelves, in the utmoſt conſternation, 
while the necromancer, after ſome recollection, 
ordered Hadgi to open the door, and admit the 
rioters, who (he hoped) would be overawed by 
the authority of his appearance. The janitor had 
no ſoener obeyed his inſtructions, than in ruſhed 
a young libertine, who had been for ſome time 
upon the town, together with his tutor, who was 
a worn-out debauchee, well known to the magi- 
cian, They were both in that degree of intoxi-- 
cation neceſſary to prepare ſuch diſpoſitions for 
what they commonly call frolics, and the ſobey 
part of mankind feel to be extravagant outrages 
xwainſt the laws of their country, and the peace 
of their fellow-ſubjets. Having ſtaggered up to 
the table, the ſenior, who undertook to be ſpokeſ. 
man, faluted Cadwallader with, “ How dot do, 
old Capricorn? Thou ſeem'ſt to be a: moſt vene- 
rable pimp, and, I doubt not, haſt abundance of 
Adiſecretion. Here is this young whoremaſter (a 

true ehip of the old venereal. block his father) and 
myſelf, come for a comfortable caſt of thy func» 
tion. I don't mean that ſtale pretence of conjur- 
ing: damn futurity; let us hve for the preſent, old 
Haly. Conjure me up a couple of heal wenches, 
and, I warrant, we ſhall get into the magie circle 
in a twinkling. What fays Galileo? What ſays 
the reverend Brahe? Here is a purſe, you pimp: 
hark, how it chinks ! This is ſweeter than the 
muſic of the ſpheres.” r 

Our necromancer, perplexed at this rencounter, 
made no reply; but taking up his wand, waved it 
round his head in a very myſterious motion, with 
a view of intimidating theſe forward viſitants,. _ 
who, ſar from being awed by this ſort of e volu- 
| : 3 RY 455 tion, 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 245 


tion, became more and more obſtreperous, and e- 
ven threatened to pull him. by the beard, if he 
would not immediately comply with their defire. 
Had he called his aſſociate, or even Hadgi, to his 
aid, he knew he could have ſoon calmed their tur- 
bulence; but, being unwilling to run the riſk 
of a diſcovery, or even of a riot, he bethought 
himſelf of chaſtiſing their inſolence in another 
manner that would be leſs hazardous, and rather 
more effectual. In conſequence of this ſuggeſtion, 
he pointed his wand towards the door of the a- 
partment in which the ladies had taken ſanctuary; 
and the two rakes, underſtanding the hint, ruſhed 
in without heſitation. . 
The females finding their place of retreat taken 
by aſſault, ran about the room in great conſterna- 


tion, and were immediately taken priſoners by the 


aſſailants, who, pulling them towards the win= 
dows, opened the ſhutters at the ſame inſtant of 
time, when (ſtrange to tell!) one of the heroes 
diſcovered in the prize he had made, the very 
wife of his boſom 3 and his companion perceiv=- 
ed -that he. had ſtumbled in the dark upon his 
own mother. Their mutual aſtoniſhment was 
unſpeakable at this eclairciſſement, which produc- 
ed an univerſal ſilence for the ſpace of ſeveral mi- 
nutes. During this pauſe the ladies having re- 
collected themfelves, an expoſtulation was begun 
by the elder of the two, who roundly took her 
ſon to taſk for his diſorderly life, which laid her 
under the diſagreeable neceſlity of watching his 
motions, and deteCting him in ſuch an infamous 
place. Fo 


While the careful mother thus exerciſed her ta- 


lent for reprehenſion, the hopeful young gentle- 
man, with an hand in each fob, ſtood whiſtling 
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an opera- tune, without ſeeming to pay the moſt 
profound regard to his parent's reproof: and the 
ether lady, in imitation of ſuch a eonſummate 
Pattern, began to open upon her huſband, whom 
me bitterly reproached with his looſeneſs and in- 
temperance, demanding to know what he had to 
allege in alleviation of his preſent miſconduct. 
The ſurprize occaſioned by ſuch an unexpected 
meeting, had already in a great meaſure deſtroyed 


_ the effects of the wine he bad fo plentifully drank, 


and the firſt uſe he made of his recovered ſobriety, 
was to revolve within himſelf the motives that 
eould poſſibly induce his wife to give him the ren- | 
dezvous in this manner. As he had good reaſon 
to believe ſhe was utterly void of jealouſy, he na- 
turally placed this rencounter to the account of an- 
ether paſſion; and his chagrin was not at all im- 
aired by the effrontery with which ſhe now pre- 
med to reprimand him. He liſtened to her, 
therefore, with a grave, or rather grim aſpect; and 
to the queſtion with which ſhe concluded her re- 
buke, anſwered with great compoſure, 5 All that 
I have to allege, Madam, is, that the bawd has 
committed a miſtake, in conſequence of whieh 
we are both diſappointed: and fo, ladies, your 
humble ſervant.” So ſaying, he retired with ma- 
nifeſt confuſion in his looks; and, as he paſſed 
through the audience-chamber, eyeing the conjur- 
er aſkance, pronounced the epithet of precious raſ= 


cual, with great emphaſis. Meanwhile the junior, 
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Hke a dutiful child, banded his mamma to her 
2 and the other elient, after having reviled 
the necromancer, becauſe he could not fore- 
fee this event, went away in a ſtate of mortifica- 
tion. eee | 
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The coaſt being clear, Peregrine 2ame forth 
from his den, and congratulated his friend upon 
the peaccable iſſue of the adventure which he had. 
overheard : but, that he might not be expoſed to 
ſuch inconvenience for the future, they reſolved 
that a grate ſhould be fixed in the middle of the 
outward door, through which the conjurer him- 
ſelf might reconnoitre all the viſitants, before 
their admiſſion ; ſo that, to thoſe whoſe appear- 
ance he might not like, Hadgi ſhould, without 
opening, give notice, that his maſter was engag - 
ed. By this expedient too, they provided againſt 
thoſe difficulties which Cadwallader muſt. have en- 
countered, in giving ſatisfaction to ſtrangers, 
whom he did not know; for the original inten- 
tion of the founders was to confine the practice 
of their art to people of faſhion only, moſt of 
whom were perſonally known to the counterfeit 
magician and his coadjutors. 

Indeed, theſe aſſociates, Cadwallader in parti- 
cular, notwithſtanding his boaſted infight into the 
characters of life, never imagined that his pre- 
tended ſkill would be conſulted by any but the 
weaker minded of the female ſex, incited by that 
ſpirit of curiolity which he knew was implanted 
in their nature: but, in the courſe of his practice, 
be found himſelf cultivated in his preternatural 
capacity by people of all ſexes, complexions, and 
degrees of reputation, and had occaſion to obſerve, 
that when the paſſions were concerned, howſoever 
cool, cautious and deliberate, the diſpoſition may 
otherwiſe be, there is nothing ſo idle, frivolous, 
or abſurd, to which they will not apply for en- 
couragement and gratification. The laſt occur- 
rence, according to the hopes and expectation of 
the confederates, was whiſpered about by * os 
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dies concerned, in ſuch a manner, that the whole 
affair was, in a few days, the univerſal topic of 
diſcourſe, in which it was retailed with number - 
leſs embelliſhments, invented by the parties them- 
ſelves, who had long indulged a pique at each o- 
ther, and took this opportunity of enjoying their 
revenge. Rep 

' Theſe incidents, while they regaled the ſpleen, 
at the ſame time augmented the renown of the 
conjurer, who was deſcribed, on both ſides, as a 
very extraordinary perſon in his way; and the al- 
teration in his door was no ſooner performed, than 
he had occaſion to avail himſelf of it, againſt the 
intruſion of a great many, with whom he would 
have found it very difficult to ſupport the fame he 
had acquired, 

Among thoſe who appeared at his grate, he per- 
ceived a certain clergyman, whom he had long 
known an humble attendant on the great, and 
with ſome the reputed miniſter of their pleaſures. 
This Levite had diſguiſed himſelf in a great coat, 
boots, and dreſs quite foreign to the habit worn 
by thoſe of his function; and being admitted, at- 
tempted to impoſe himſelf as a country ſquire up- 
on the conjurer, who, calling him by his name, 
deſired him to fit down. This reception corre- 
ſponding with the report he had heard, touching 
our magician's art, the doctor ſaid he would la 
aſide all diſſimulation. After having profeſſed an 
implicit belief, that his ſupernatural knowledge 
did not proceed from any communication with e- 
vil ſpirits, but was the immediate giſt of Heaven, 
he declared, the intention of his coming was to in- 
quire into the health of a good friend and bro- 


ther of his, who poſſeſſed a certain living in the 
country, which he named; and, as he was old and 


inficm, 
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infirm, to know what ſpace of time was allotted 
to him in this frail ſtate of mortality, that he 
might have the melancholy ſatis faction of attend- 
ing him in his laſt moments, and aſſiſting him in 
his preparations for eternity. 8 pert. 
The conjurer, who at once perceived the pur- 
port of this queſtion, after a ſolemn pauſe, dur- 
ing which he ſeemed abſorbed in contemplation, 
delivered this reſponſe to his conſulter: Though 
I foreſee ſome occurrences, I do not pretend to be 
omniſcient. I know not to what age that clergy- 
man's life will extend; but ſo far I can penetrate 
into the womb of time, as to diſcern, that the 
incumbent will ſurvive his intended ſucceſſor.” — 
'This dreadful ſentence in a moment baniſhed the 
dlood from the face of the appalled conſulter, 
who hearing his own doom pronounced, began to 
tremble in every joint. He lifted up his eyes in 
the agony of fear; and ſaying, ** The will of God 
be done,” withdrew in ſilent deſpondence, his 
teeth chattering with terror and diſmay. This 
client was ſucceeded by an old man about the age 
of ſeventy-five, who being reſolved to purchaſe a 
leaſe, deſired to be determined in the term of 
years by the necromancer's. advice, obſerving, 
that as he had no children of his own body, and 
had no regard for his heirs at law, the purchaſe 
would be made with a view to his own convenience 
only; and therefore, conſidering his age, he him- 
ſelf hefitated in the period of the leaſe, between 
thirty and threeſcore years. | | | 
The conjurer, upon due deliberation, adviſed 
him to double the laſt ſpecified term, becauſe he 
diſtinguiſhed in bis features ſomething portending 
extreme old age and ſecond childhood, and he n 
- ought to be provided for that ſtate of incapacity, 'P 
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which,otherwiſe would be attended with infinite 
miſery and affliction. The ſuperannuated:wretch, . 
thunderſtruck with this prediction, beld up his 


hands, and, in the firſt tranſports of his apprehen · 


ſion, exclaimed, “ Lord have mercy upon me !, 
I have not wherewithal to purchaſe ſuch a long 
leaſe, and I have, long. outlived all my friends: 
what then muſt become of me, ſinner that I am, 
one hundred and twenty years hence !'—Cadwal- - 
lader (who enjoyed his terror) under pretenee of 
alleviating his concern, told him that what he 
had prognoſticated- did not deptive bim of the 
means which he and every perſon had in their 
power, to curtail a life of misfortune; and the 
old, gentleman. went away, ſeemingly comforted 
with the aſſurance, that it would always be in his 
power to employ an halter for his own. deliver- 
CCC MT 
Soon after the. retreat of this elder, the magi- 
cian was, viſited. by one of thoſe worthies, known. 
among the Romans by the appellation. of Heredi- 
petes, who had amaſſed a large fortune by a cloſe 
attention to the immediate wants and weakneſs of 
raw unexperienced heirs. This honourable uſurer 
had ſold an annuity upon the life of a young, 


ſpendthrift, being thereto induced by. the affirma- 
tion of his phyſician, who had afſured him his pa- 


tient's conſtitution. was ſo. rotten, that he could 


not live one year. to an end: he had, nevertheleſs, 
made ſhift to weather eighteen months, and now 


ſeemed more vigorous and healthy than he. had 
ever been known; for he was ſuppoſed. to have 


nouriſhed an hereditary pox' from his cradle. 


Alarmed at this alteration, the ſeller came to con- 
ſult Cadwallader, not only, about the life of the. 
annuitzut, but alſo, concerning the Rae opi his 

. 5 health 
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bealth at the time of his purchaſing the annuit 


purpoſing to ſue the phyſician for falſe intelli- 


gence, ſhould the conjurer declare that the young 
man was ſound, when the doctor pronounced him 


diſeaſed. But this was a piece of ſatisfadtion he 


did not: obtain from the miſanthrope, who, in or- 
det to puniſii his ſordid diſpoſition, gave him to 
underſtand, that the phyſician had told him the 
truth, and nothing but the trutb; and that the 
young gentleman was in a fair way of attaining a 
comfortable old age. That is to ſay (cried the 


client, in the impatience of his mortification at 
this anſwer), bating accidents; for, thank God, 


the annuitant does not lead the moſt regular life : 
beſides, I am credibly informed he is chaleric and 
"raſh; ſo that he may be concerned in a due] : 

then 'there are ſuch things as riots in the ſtreets, in 
which a rake's ſkull may be caſually cracked; he 
may be'overturned in-a coach, overſet in the river, 


thrown from a vicious "hotfe, overtaken with a 


cold, endangered by a ſurfeir: but what I place 
my chief confidence in, is an hearty pox, a diſtem- 
4; which hath been fatal to bis whole family. 
ot but that the iſſue of all theſe things is un- 


certain; and expedients might be found, which 


would more effectually anſwer the purpoſe. 1 


know they have arts in India, by which a man 


can ſecure his own intereſt, in the ſalutation of a 
friendly ſhake by the hand ; and 1 don't doubt 
that you, who have lived in that country, ate 
maſter of the ſccret. Jo be ſure, if you was in- 
clined to communicate ſuch a noltrum, there are 
'abundanre of people who would purchaſe it, at a 
Yery high price.“ . 
Cadwallader Enter this inſinuation, and 


was 'tempted to amuſe him in ſuch a manner as 


2 2 would 
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would. tend to his diſgrace and confuſion ; but, 
_ conſidering that the caſe was of too criminal a 
nature to be tampered with, he withſtood his de- 
fire of puniſhing this rapacious cormorant any 
other way than by telling him, he would not im- 
part the ſecret for his whole fortune ten times 
doubled; ſo that the uſurer retired, very much 
diflatisfied with the iſſue of his conſultation. 
The next perſon who preſented himſelf at this 
altar of intelligence, was an author, who cecom- 
. mended himſelf to a gratis advice, by obſerving 
. that a prophet and poet were known by the ſame 
appellation among the ancients ;z and that, at this 
? day, both the one and the other ſpoke by inſpira- 
F tion. The conjurer refuſed to own this affinity, 
q | which, he ſaid, formerly ſubfiſted, becauſe both 
. ſpecies of the Yates were the children of fiction; 
1 but as he himſelf did not fall under that predica- 
3 ment, he begged leave to diſown all connexion 
with the family of the poets; and the poor author 


5 would have been diſmiſſed without his errand, 
IT  .. though he offered to leave an ode as ſecurity for 
} | the magician's fee, to be paid from the profits of 
2 his firſt third night, had not Cadwallader's curio- 
Bs ty prompted him to know the. ſubjeCt of this 


gentleman's enquiry. He therefore told him, 
that, in conſideration of his genius, he would for 


| once ſatisfy him, without a fee; and deſired him 

1 to ſpecify the doubts in which he wiſhed to be 
3 reſolved. _ 5 | | 
1 The ſon of Parnaſſus, glad of this condeſcen- 


| on, for which he thanked the necromancer, gave 
him to underſtand, that he had ſome time before 
preſented a play in manuſcript to a certain great 
335 man, at the head of taſte, who had not only read 
and approved the performance, but alſo undertaken 
| 1 8 D to 
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to introduce and ſupport it'on the ſtage; that he 
(the author) was aſſured by this patron; that the 
Play was already (in conſequence of bis recom- 
mendation) accepted by one of the managers, 
who had faithſully promiſed to bring it to light; 
but that, when be waited on this ſame manager, 
to know when he intended to put his production 
in rehearſal, the man declared þe had never ſeen 
or heard of the piece: Now, Mr Conjurer (faid 
he), I want to know whether or not 'my play has 
been preſented, and if I have any ſort of chance 
of ſeeing it added this winter.” 


Cadwallader, Who bad, in his younger days, 
ſported among the theatrical muſes, began to loſe 
his temper at this queſtion, which recalled the re- 
membratice of his own diſappointments ;' and diſ- 
patched the author with an abrupt anſwer, im- 
porting, that the affairs af the- ſtage were altoge- 
ther without the ſphere of his divination, bein 

intirely regulated by the dzmons of diſſimulation, 
ignorance, and-caprice.- wy 

It would be an endleſs taſk to recount every in- 
<6ividual reſponſe, Which our magician delivered 
in the courſe of his comuration. He was con- 
ſalted in all caſes of law, dale. and trade, over 
and above the ordinary ſubjects of marriage and 
for nication: his advice and aſſiſtance were ſoli- 
cited by ſharpers, who defired to 9151 an infal- 
lible method of cheating, unperceivef by fortune- 
hunters, who wanted to make prize of widows 
and heireſſes; by debauchees, who were diſpoſed 
to ly with other men's wives; by coxcombs, who 


longed for the death of their fathers; by wenchts 


with child, who wifh<d\ themſelves rid of their 
burdens ; by merchants, who had inſured above 
value, and thirſted after the news of a wreck; by 
| 2 3 underwriters, 
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underwriters,. who prayed for the gift of pre- 
ſcience, that they might venture money upon 


uch ſhips only as ſhould perform the voyage in 


ſafety 3 by Jews, who wanted to foreſee the fluc- 
tuations of ſtock; by uſurers, who advance money 
upon undecided cauſes; by clients, who were du- 
bious of the honeſty of their counſel: in ſhort, all 
matters of uncertain iſſue were appealed to this 
tribunal; and, in point of calculation, De Moivre 
was utterly neglected. Fay 705 


ere dee H A F. LXXIXINV. T 

8 + 34 283 75 ; IF | . $23 $186 : big! 
The conjurer and his afſociate execute a plan of ven- 
. (| gtance. again certain. infidels | who. pretend to 
. - deſpiſe their art; and Peregrine . achieves an 
adventure with. a young nobleman. 


BY 'theſe-weans, the whole variety of character 
undiſguiſed, paſſed as it were in review be- 
fore the conſederates, who, by divers ingenious. 
'contrivances, puniſhed the moſt flagrant a Bp 
with as mpcb ſeverity as the nature of their plan 
. would allow. At length, they projected a ſcheme 
for chaſtiſing a number of their own acquaintance, 
ho had all along profeſſed the utmoſt contempt 
tor the talents of this. conjurer, which they endea- 
voured 40 ridicule in all companies, where his. 
-furprifing art was the ſubjeQ of diſcourſe ; not 
that they had ſenſe and diſcernment enough to 
pereeive the abſurdity of his pretenſions, but af- 
: Feed a Gngularity of opinion, with. a view. of in- 
ſulting tbe inferior underſtandings of thoſe who. 
. were deceived by ſuch an idle impoſtor. 


Peregring,, 


a 


me 
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Peregrine, indeed, for obvious reaſons, had al- 
ways eſpouſed, their judgment in this caſe, and 
Joined them in reviling the public character of 
his friend; but he knew, bow far the capacities of 
thoſe virtuoſi extended, and bad frequently caught 
them in the fact of recounting their exploits 
againſt the conjurer, which; were the produCtions 
of their own invention only. On theſe conſidera- 
tions, his wrath was kindled againſt them, and he 
accordingly concerted meaſures. with his coad- 
Juror, for overwhelming them with confuſion and 
c nai 5 ern 
In the firſt place, a report was ſpread by his 
zemiſſaries, that the; magician, bad undertaken to 
entertain their view with the appearance of any 
perſon whom his cuſtomers ſhould deſire to ſee, 
whether dead, or at the diſtance of a. thouſand 
leagues. This extraordinary propoſal chancing 
to be the ſubjeQ of converſation, in a place where 
maſt of thoſe infidels were aſſembled, they talked 
of it in tbe uſual ſtyle, and ſome of them ſwore, 
the fellow ought to be pilloried for his preſumption, 
Our hero, ſeizing this favourable opportunity, 
acquieſced in their remarks, and obſeryed,. with 
great vehemence, that it would be a meritorious 
action to put the raſcal to the proof, and then 
. toſs him in a blanket for non-performance. They 
were wonderſully pleaſed with this ſuggeſtion, 
and forthwith determined to try the experiment : 
though, as they underſtood the apparition would 
. be produced to one only at a time, they could not 
immediately agree in the chaice of the perſon who 
ſhould ſtand the firft brunt of the magician's ſxill. 
While cach of them ſeverally excuſed himſelf 
from this preference on various pretences, Pere- 
 grine readily undertook the poſt, expreſſing great 
5 ; | SIS conudence 
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confidence of the! Conjurer's incapacity to give 
bim. the leaſt cauſe of apprehenſion. © + -— - 

This point being ſettled, they detached one of 
their number to Crabttde!/ in order to beſprak and 
adjuſt the tour and terms of the operation, which 
he infiſted upon performing at his dyn apart- 
ment, where every thing was s: prepared fot the oc- 
cafion. At the peff 80 time, they went thither 
in a body, to the number of ſeven, ih full ex- 
pectat ion of detecting the impoſtor, and were 
received with 'fach gloomy Ea as ſeemed 
to have an effect upon the countenanges of ſome 
ambng them; though they were Liioathgt by 
the Mvacity of Pickle; who affected à double ſhare. 
of petulance, for the more effectual be oped e 
ment of his purpoſe. one | 

Cadwallader made no 'rep to the interroga- 
tions they uttered, in the levity of their inſolence, 
at the fir enttanck; but ordered Hadgi to con- 
duct them through the next room, that uy 
might ſee” there was no previous apparatus to 
affright their deputy with objects. —_ gu to his 
undertaking,” They found nothing cou * 
of wax-tapers burning on a table that wit = 
chair by it, in the middle of the apartment; arid | 
returned to the audience-chamber, leaving Pere- 
grine by himſelf, to encounter the phantom of 
that perſon, 'whom they ſhould (Without his 
knowledge) deß re the magician to confure up to 
his view. 
All the doors being ſhut, aud the company 
ſeated, a profound ſilence enſued, together with a 
face of dreadful” expectation, encouraged” by the 
blue flame of the candles, which were tipt with 
' ſulphur for that purpoſe, and heightened by the 
_ diſmal Tound of a large — which — 8 0 
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in the anti-chamber. Cadwallader having thus 
practiſed upon their ignorance and fear, deſired 
them to name the perſon to be produced. After 


ſome whiſpers among themſelves, one of them 
took the pen, and writing the name of Commo- 
dore Trunnion upon a flip. of paper, put ir into 
the hands of the magician, who roſe from his 
ſeat, and opening the door of his cloſet, diſplayed 
to their view a ſkull, with thigh-bones croſſed 


upon a table covered with black cloth. 


This melancholy ſpectacle made a remartable 


impreſſion upon the imaginations of the company, 
already prepoſſeſſed by the previous ceremony; 


and they began to ſurvey one another with looks 
of conſternation, while adwallader, ſhutting bim- 


ſelf in the cloſet that was contiguous to the cham- 


ber in which his friend Peregrine was ſtationed, 


- thruſt the label with his uncle's name through a 


_ ſmall cbink in the partition, according to agree- 


— 


ment, muttering all the time a ſort of gibberiſh, 


that increaſed the panic of his audience; then re- 


turning to his chair, the knell was knolled again, 
and Pickle called aloud, Damn your mummery, 
why don't you diſpatch.” - 


This was a ſignal to Crabtree, who, thus certi- 


| ied of his having received the paper, ſtood up and 
. waved his wand in the figure of an 8. The mo- 
tion being thrice performed, their ears were all of 


a ſudden invaded by a terrible noiſe in the next 


room, accompanied with the voice of Peregrine, 
who exclaimed, in a tone of horror and amaze- 
ment, © Guard me, Heaven ! my uncle Trun- 


nion! 1 This ejaculation had ſuch an effect upon 


the hearers, that two of them ſwooned with fear, 
a third fell upon his knees and prayed aloud, 
Nin the other three, in a tranſport of diſmay 


and 
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and diſtraction, burſt open the door, and ruſhed 
into the haunted chamber, where they found the 
itable and chair overturned, and Peregrine extend- 
ed (in all appearance), without ſenſe or motion, 
upon the for. 
They immediately began to chafe his temples, 
and the firſt ſymptom of his recovery, which they 
perceived, was an hollow groan; after which, he 
pronounced theſe words: Merciful powers | if 
] live, I ſaw the Commodore with his black patch, 
in the very clothes he wore at my ſiſter's wed- 
ding. 2 This declaration compleated their aſtoniſh- 
ment and terror; they obſerved a wildneſs in his 
?Jooks, Which he ſeemed to bend on ſomething 
conctaled from their view; and were infected by 
his appearance to ſuch a pitch of ſupetſtition, that 
it would have been an eaſy matter to perſuade 
them, that the chair and table were apparations of 
their forefathers. * However, they conducted Pe- 
regrine into the council chamber, were the con- 
jurer and Hadgi were employed in miniſtering to 
:thoſe who had faimed. The patients having re- 
trieved the uſe. of their faculties, Cadwallader aſ- 
ſuming a double portion of ſeverity in his aſpect, 
aſked if they were not aſhamed of. their former 
incredulity; declaring, that he was ready to give 
them more convineing proofs of bis art upon the 


ſpot, and would immediately tecal three genera- 


tions of their progenitors ſrom the dead, if they 
were diſpoſed to reliſſi ſuch company. Then turn- 
ing to one of them whoſe eh“ grandfather 'had been 
hanged, . Are you (laid be) ambitious of feeing 
the'firſt remarkable AY FSR of your family'? Say 
the word, and he ſhall A 

This youth, who had been the mpſt inſoleit and 
obltreperous of the whole ſociety, and was now 
5 + depreſſed 
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depreſſed with the: ſame proportion of fear, alarm- 
ed at the propoſal, aſſured the magician, he had 
no curioſity. of that ſort remaining; and that what 
he had already: ſeen, would (he boped) have a 
good effect upon his future. life and converſation. 
Every one of theſe heroes. made an acknowledg- 
ment and. profeſſion. of the fame. kind, ſome of. 
which were attended with tears; and Hadgi hav- 
ing provided chairs for the whole company, tbey 
departed exceedingly creſt-fallen. Two of the 
number actually ſickened with the agitation they 
had undergone, while our hero and his aſſociate 
made themſelves merry with the ſucceſs of their 
enterprize. 
But this ſcheme of fortune- telling did not en- 
groſs his whole attention; he ſtill continued to 
maintain his appearance in the beau-monde; and, 
#s his expence far exceeded his income, ſtrove to 
contract intimacies with people of intereſt. and 
power: he ſhewed himſelf regularly at court, paid 7 
bis reſpects to them in all places of public diver- =\ 
ſion, and frequently entered into their parties, F 
either of pleaſure or cards. In the courſe of this | 
cultivation, he happened one evening, at a cer- 
tain chocolate- houſe, to overlook a. match at 
piquet, in which he perceived a couple of ſharp- 
ers making prey of a young. nobleman, who had | 
neitber remper nor ſkill ſufficient to cope with li 
ſuch antagoniſts. ..' | 
Our hero being a profeſſed enemy to all knights 
of induſtry, could not bear :o ſee them cheat in | | 
public with ſuch infolent audacity. Under pre- 
| 
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tence of communicating ſome buſineſs of import- 
ance, he begged the favour of ſpeaking to the 
young gentleman in another corner of the room, 
and in a friendly manner cautioned him n 

the 
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the arts of his opponents. This hot-headed re- 
preſentative, far from thanking or owning himſelf 
obliged to Pickle for his good counſel, looked 
upon the advice as an inſult upon his underſtand- 
ing; and replied with an air of ferocious diſplea- 
ſare, that he knew how to take care of his own 
concerns, and would not ſuffer either him or them 
to bubble him out of one ſhilling. 0 
Peregrine, offended at the aſſociation, as well 
as at the ingratitude and folly of this conceited 
coxcomb, expreſſed his reſentment, by telling him, 
that he expected at leaſt an acknowledgment for 
his candid intention; but he found his intellects 
too much warped by his vanity, to perceive his 
own want of capacity and experience, Inflamed 
by this reproof, the young nobleman challenged 
him to play for five hundred pounds, with many 
opprobrious, or, at leaſt, contemptuous terms of 
defiance, which provoked our hero to accept the 
propoſal. After the other had difengaged himſelf 
from the old rooks, who were extremely mortified 
at the interruption, the two young champions ſst 
down, and fortune acting with uncommon im- 
partiality, Pickle, by the opornnity of his talents, 
in two hours won to the amount of as many thou- 
ſand pounds, for which he was obliged to take his 
antagoniſt's note, the ſharpers having previouſly 
ſecured his ready money. 
Frantic with his loſs, the raſh young man 
would have continued the game, and doubled 
ſtakes every time; ſo that Peregrine might have 
increaſed his acquiſition to ten times the ſum he 
bad gained, but he thought he had already ſuf- 
ficiently chaſtiſed the preſumption of the chal- 
| lenger, and was unwilling to empower fortune to 
raviſh from him the fruits of his ſucceſs. He 
| therefore 
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therefore declined my Lord's propoſal, unleſs he 
would play for ready money; and bis Lordſhip 
having in vain tried his credit among the com- 
pany, our adventurer withdrew, leaving him in an 
ecſtacy of rage and diſappointment, -— - _ : 

As the inſolence of his behaviour had increaſed 
with his ill-luck, and he had given vent to divers 
expreſſions which Peregrine took amiſs, our young 
gentleman reſolved to augment his puniſhment, 
by teazing him with demands which could not, 
he knew, be immediately ſatisfied ; and next day 
ſent Pipes to his father's houſe with the note, 
which was drawn payable upon demand. The 
_ debtor, who had gone to bed half-diſtracted with 
his misfortune, finding himſelf waked with ſuch 
a diſagreeable dun, loſt all patience, curſed Pickle, 
threatened his meſſenger, blaſphemed with hor- 
rible execrations, and made ſuch a noiſe as reach- 
ed the ears of his father, who ordering his ſon to 
be called into his preſence, examined him about 
the cauſe of that uproar, which had diſturbed the 
whole family. The young gentleman, after hav- 
ing eſſayed to amuſe him with ſundry equivoca- 
tions, which ſerved only to increaſe his ſuſpicion 
and defire of knowing the truth, acknowledyed 
that he had loſt ſome money over-night at cards, 
to a gameſter who had been ſo impertinent as to 
ſend a meſſage, demanding it that morning, 
though he had told the fellow, that it would not 
ſuit him to pay it immediately. The father, who 
was a man of honour, reproached him with great 
ſeverity for his profligate behaviour in general, 
and this ſcandalous debt in particular, which he 
believed to be ſome trifle z then giving him a bank- 
note for five hundred pounds, commanded him to 
go and diſcharge it without loſs of time. This 
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well-principled heir took the money, but inſtead 
of waiting upon his creditor, he forthwith repair- 
ed to the gaming-houſe, in hopes of retrieving his 
loſs; and before he roſe from the table, ſaw his 
8 note mortgages for ſeven-eighths of its value. 
| Meanwhile, Pickle, incenſed at the treatment 
which his fervant had received, and informed of 
his Eordfhip's fecond loſs, which aggravated his 
reſeritment, determined to preſetve no medium 
Ws and taking out a writ the ſame day, put it imme- 
1 diately in execution upon the body of his debtor, 
s juſt as he ſtept into his chair at the door of 
White's chocolate-houfe. The priſoner being na- 
turally fietce and haughty, attempted to draw 
upon the bailiffs, who diſarmed him in a twink- 
ling; and this effort ſerved only to heighten his diſ- 
grace, which was witneſſed by a thouſand people, 
moſt of whom laughed very heartily at the ad- 
venture of a Lord's being arreſted. 

Such a public tranſaction could not long eſcape 
the knowledye of his father, who (that very day) 
had the ſatisfaction to hear that his ſon was in a 

ſpunging- houſe. In conſequence of this informa- 
tion, he ſent his ſteward to learn the particulars 
of the arreſt; and was equally offended, ſurpriſed, 
and concerned; when he underſtood the nature of 
the debt, which he imagined bis ſon had already 
diſcharged. Unwilling to pay ſuch a conſiderable 
ſum fot a ſpendthrift, whom he had but too much 
indulged, and who in leſs than one week might 
involve himſelf in ſuch another difficulty, the old 
gentleman wrote a letter to Pecegrine, reprefent- 
ing: what a. hardſhip it would be upon him to for- 
feit ſuch ſums by the indifcretion of a ſon, whoſe 

_ engagements he was not bound to fulfil, and de- 
ſiring ſome mitigation in his demand, as it was 
1 | | not 
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not a debt contracted for value receiyed, but in- 
curred without ſubjecting him to the leaſt damage 
or inconvenience, 

Our adventurer no ſooner received this letter, 
than he went in perſon to wait upon the author, 
to whom he, in a candid manner, related the 


particular circumſtances of the match, together 
with the ingratitude and audacity of his ſon, 


which he owned had ſtimulated him to ſuch mea- 
ſures as he, otherwiſe, would have ſcorned to 
take. The nobleman acknowledged, that the re- 
venge was hardly adequate to the provocation, and 
condemned the conduct of his fon with ſuch juitice 
and integrity, as diſarmed Peregrine of his reſent- 
ment, and diſpoſed him to give an undoubted 


proof of his own diſintereſtedneſs, which he im- 
mediately exhibited, by producing the note, and 


tearing it to pieces, after having aſſured his Lord- 
ſhip, that the wrir ſhould be withdrawn, and the 
priſoner diſcharged before night. 


be Earl, who perfectly well anderſficod the 


value of money, and was no ſtranger to the cha- 
rafters of mankind, ſtood amazed at this ſacrifice, 
which Pickle proteſted was offered by his eſteem 


for his Lordthip : and after having complimented 


bim upon his generoſity, in a very uncommon 
ſtrain of encomium, begged the favour of his ac- 
quaintance, and inſiſted upon his dining with him 
next day. The youth, proud of having met with 
ſuch an opportunity to diſtinguiſh himſelf, in leſs 


than an hour performed every article of his pro- 


miſe; and in the morning was viſited by the 


debtor, who came by the expreſs order of his 
father, to thank him for the obligation under 


which he was laid, and to alk pardon for the of- 
fence he had given. 
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This condeſcenſion was very glorious ſor our 
hero, who graciouſly received his ſubmiſſion, and 
accompanied him to dinner, where he was careſ- 
{ed by the old Earl, with marks of particular af- 
fection and eſteem. Nor was his gratitude con- 
fined to exterior civility ; he offered him the uſe 
of his intereſt at court, which was very powerful, 
and repeated his deſire of ſerving him ſo preſſing= 
iy, that Peregrine thought he could not diſpenſe 
with the opportunity of aſſiſting his abſent friend 
Godfrey, in whoſe behalf he begged the influence 
of his Lordſhip. : © 

The Earl, pleaſed with this requeſt, which was 
another proof of the young gentteman's benevo— 
lence, ſaid, he would not fail to pay the utmoſt 
regard to his recommendation: and in fix weeks 
a captain's commiſhon was actually Ggned for the 
brother of Emilia, who was very agreeably ſur- 
prized at the intimation he received from the war 
4 office, though he was utterly ignorant of the chan- 
g nel through: which he obtained that promotion. 
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Peregrine ig celebrated as a wit and patron, and 
proceeds to entertain himſeif at the expence of whom 
it did concern. 


N the mean time, Peregrine flouriſhed in the 
gay ſcenes of life, and (as I have already ob- 
ſerved) had divers opportunities of profiting in the 
way of marriage, had not his ambition been a lit- 
tle too inordinate, and his heart ſtill biaſſed by a 
paſſion,” which all the levity of youth could not 
balance, nor all the pride of vanity overcome. 
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Nor was our hero unmarked in the world of let- 
ters and taſte : he had ſignalized himſel in feveral 
poetical productions, by which be had acquired a 
good ſhare of reputation. Not that the pieces 
were ſuch as ought to have done much honour to 
his genius; but any tolerable performance from a 
perſon of his figure and ſuppoſed fortune, will al- 
ways be conſidered by the bulk of readers as an 
inſtance of aſtoniſhing capacity; though the very 
ſame production, uſhered into the world with the 
name of an author in leſs affluent circumſtances, 
would be juſtly diſregarded and deſpiſed : fo much 
is the opinion of moit people influenced and over 
awed by ridiculous conſiderations. 

Be this as it will, our young gentleman was no- 
fooner diſtinguiſhed as an author, than he was 
marked out as a patron, by all the ſtarving retain- 
ers to poetry: he was ſolemnized in odes, cele- 


brated in epigrams, and ſed with the milk of ſoft 


dedication. His vanity even reliſhed this incenſe ; 
and though his reafon could not help deſpiſing 
thoſe that offered it, not one of them was ſent 
away unowned by his munificence. He began to 
think himſelf, in good earneſt, that ſuperior ge- 


nius which their flattery had deſcribed : he culti- 


vated acquaintance with the wits of faſhion, and 
even compoſed in ſecret a number of bon mots, 


which he uttered in company as the improptu's of 


bis imagination. In this practice, indeed, he 
imitated ſome of the moſt renowned geniuſes of 
the age, who (if the truth were known) have la- 
Loured in ſecret, with the ſweat of their brows, 
for many a repartee, which they have vended as 


the immediate production of fancy and expreſſion. 


Ile was ſo ſucceſsful in this exerciſe of his talents, 
that bis fame actually came in competition with 
AAZ that 
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that great man who had long fat at the helm of 
wit: and, in a dialogue that once happened be- 
tween them, on the ſubjeCt of a cork-ſcrew, where- 
in the altercation was diſcharged (according to 
Bayes) flap for flap, daſh for diſh, our hero was 
judged'to have the better of his Lordſhip, by ſome 
of the minor ſatellites that commonly ſurround 
and reflect the rays of ſuch mighty luminaries. 
In a word, he dipped himſelf fo far in theſe li- 
terary amuſements, that he took the management 
of the pit into his direction, putting himſelf at 
the head of thoſe critics who call themſelves the 
Town; and, in that capacity, chaſtiſed ſeveral 
players, who bad been rendered inſolent and re- 
fractory by unmerited ſucceſs. As for the new 
productions of the ſtage, though generally unfpi- 
rited and inſipid, they always enjoyed the benefit 
of his influence and protection; becauſe he never 
difliked the performance ſo much as he ſympathiz- 
ed with the poor author, who ſtocd behind the 
ſcenes in the moſt dreadful ſuſpence, trembling, 
as it were, on the very brink of damnation : yet, 
though he extended his generofity and compaſſion 
to the humble and needy, he never let ſlip one 
opportunity of mortifyitrg villany and arrogance. 
Had the executive power of the legiſlature been 
veſted in him, he would have doubtleſs deviſed 
ſtrarge ipecies of puniſhment ſor all offenders 
againſt humanity and decorum; but, reſtricted as 
ke, was, he employed his invention in ſubjectin 
them to the ridicule and contempt of their fellow- 
ſubjects. | | 
It was with this view he ſet on foot the ſcheme 
of conjuration, which was ſtill happily carried on, 
and made. uſe of the intelligence of his friend 
Cadwallader, though he ſometimes converted this 
| advantage. 
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advantage to the purpoſes of gallantry, being (as 


the reader may have perceived) of a very amorous 
complexion. He not only acted the reformer, or 
rather the caſtigator, in the faſhionable world, but 


_ alſo exerciſed his talents among the inferior claſs 


of people, who chanced to incur his diſpleaſure. 
One miſchievous plan that entered our hero's 

imagination, was fuggeſted by two advertiſements 

publiſted in the fame paper, by perſons who 


wanted to borrow certain ſums of money, for 


which they promiſed to give undeniable ſecurity. 


Peregrine, from the ſtyle. and manner of both, con- 


cluded they were written by attornies, a ſpecies of 


people for whom he entertained his uncle's aver- 


Gon. In order to amuſe himſelf, and ſome of his 
friends, with their -diſappointment, . he. wrote. a 
letter, ſigned A. B. to each advertiſer, according 
to the addreſs ſpecified in the newipaper, import= . 
ing, that if he would come with his writings to a 

certain coffee-houſe near the Temple, preciſely at 


fix o'clock in the evening, he would find a perſon 


ſitting in the right-hand box next to the window, 
who would be glad to treat with him about the 
ſubj<& of his advertiſement and, ſhould his ſe- 
curity be liked, would accommodate bim with-the 
fum which he wanted to raiſe. Before the hour 
of this double appointment, Pickle, with his friend 
Cadwallader, and a few more gentlemen, to 
whom he had thought proper to communicate the 
plan, went to the coffee-houſe, and ſeated them- 
ſelves near the place that was deſtined for their 
meeting. | 

The hope of getting money had ſuch an evident 
effect upon their punQtuality, that one of them 
arrived a conſiderable time before the hour; and, 
having reconnoitred the room, took his ſtation ac- 


cording 
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that great man who had long fat at the helm of 
wit: and, in a dialogue that once happened be- 
tween them, on the ſubject of a cork-ſcrew, where- 
in the altercation was diſcharged (according to 
Payer) ſlap for flap, daſh for diſh, our hero was 
Judged to have the better of his Lordſhip, by ſome 
of the minor ſatellites that commonly ſurround 
and reflect the rays of ſuch mighty luminaries. 
In a word, he dipped himſelf fo far in theſe li- 
terary amuſements, that he took the management 
of the pit into his direction, putting himſelf at 
the head of thoſe critics who call themſelves the 
Town; and, in that capacity, chaſtiſed ſeveral 
players, who had been rendered inſolent and re- 
fractory by unmerited ſucceſs. As for the new 
Productions of the ſtage, though generally unſpi- 
rited and inſipid, they always enjoyed the benefit 
of his influence and protection; becauſe he never 
diſliked the performance ſo much as he ſympathiz- 
ed with the poor author, who ſtocd behind the 
ſcenes in the moſt dreadful ſuſpence, trembling, 
as it were, on the very brink of damnation : yet, 
though he extended his generoſity and compaſſion - 
to the humble and needy, he never let flip one 
opportunity of mortifyitrg villany and arrogance. 
Had the executive power of the legiſlature been 
veſted in bim, he would have doubtleſs devifed 
ſtrange ſpecies of puniſhment ſor all offenders 
againſt humanity and decorum ; but, reſtricted as 
ke, was, he employed his invention in ſubjecting 
them to the ridicule and contempt of their fellow- 
ſubjeCts. | 
It was with this view he ſet on foot the ſcheme 
of conjuration, which was ſtil] happily carried on, 
and made. ufe of the intelligence of his friend 
Cadwallader, though he ſometimes converted this 
| advantage 
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advantage to the purpoſes of gallantry, being (as 


the reader may have perceived) of a very amorous 
complexion. He not only acted the reformer, or 
rather the caſtigator, in the faſhionable world, but 
alſo exerciſed his talents among the inferior claſs 
of people, who chanced-to ineur his diſpleaſure. 

One miſchievous plan that entered our hero's 
imagination, was ſuggeſted by two advertiſements 
publiſked in the ſame paper, by perſons who 
wanted to borrow certain ſums of money, for 
which they promiſed to give undeniable ſecurity. 
Peregrine, from the ſtyle-and manner of both, con- 
cluded they were written by attornies, a ſpecies of, 
people for whom he entertained his uncle's aver- 
Gon. In order to amuſe himfelf, and ſome of his 
friends, with their - diſappointment, he. wrote. a 
letter, ſigned A. B. to each advertiſer, according 
to the addreſs ſpecified in the newſpaper, import- 
ing, that if he would come with his writings to a 
certain coffee-houſe near the Temple, preciſely at 
fix o'clock in the evening, he would find a perſon 
ſitting in the right-hand box next to the window, 
who would be glad to treat with him about the 
ſubj-<Et of his advertifement4 and, ſhould his ſe- 
curity be liked, would accommodate him with-the 
ſum which he wanted to-raiſe. Before the hour 
of this double appointment, Pickle, with his friend 
Cadwallader, and a few more gentlemen, to 
whom he had thought proper to communicate the 
plan, went to the coffee-houſe, and ſeated them- 
{elves near the place that was deſtined for their 
meeting. | | 

The hope of getting money had ſuch an evident 
effect upon their punCtuality, that one of them 
arrived a conſiderable time before the hour; and, 
baving reconnoitred the room, took his ſtation ac- 
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cording to the direction he had received, fixing 
bis eye upon a clock that ſtood before him, and 
aſking of the bar-keeper if it was not too flow. 
He had not remained in this poſture many minutes, 
when he was joined by a ſtrange figure, that wad- 
dled into the room, with a bundle of papers in 
his boſom, and the ſweat running over his noſe. 
Seeing a man in the box to which he bad been 
directed, he took it for granted he was the lender; 
and, as ſoon as he could recover his breath, which 
was almoſt exhauſted by the diſpatch he had made, 
Sir, (ſaid he), I preſume you are the gentle- 
man I was to meet about that loan. Here he 
was interrupted by the other, who eagerly replied, 
« A. B. Sir, I ſuppoſe.” The ſame, (cried 
the laſt comer); I was afraid I ſhould be too late; 
for I was detained beyond my expectation, by a 
nobleman in the other end of the town, that wants 
to mortgage a ſmall trifle of his eſtate, about a 
thouſand a year; and my watch happens to be in 
the hands of the maker, having met with an acci- 
dent a few nights ago, which ſet it aſleep. - But 
howſomever, there's no time loſt; and I hope this 
affair will be tranſaCted to the ſatisfaction of ug 
both. For my own part, I love to do good offices 
myſelf, and therefore I expect nothing but what is 
fair and honeſt of other people.“ 

His new friend. was exceedingly comforted by 
this declaration, which he conſidered as a happy 
omen of his ſucceſs; and the hope of fingering the 
caſn operated viſibly in his countenance, while he 
expreſſed his ſatisfaction at meeting with a perſon 
of ſuch candour and humanity. *© The pleaſure 
(laid he) of dealing with an eaſy. conſcientious 
man, is, in my opinion, ſuperior to that of touch- 
ing all the money upon earth; for what joy 12 


* 2 v 2A 8 eos "IR 1 * ” 
N * — 4 4 2 r 
Ya CO. g * % 
| o - 
+ 


— 


* E d 5.5 0 1 4 - ft 9 . Js ; * 1 a 
Nee r 3 * * 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 273 


be compared with what a generous mind feels, in 
befriending its fellow-creatures? I was never ſo 
happy in my life, as at one time in lending five 
hundred pounds to a worthy gentleman in diſtreſs, 
without inſiſting upon rigid ſecurity. Sir, one 
may eaſily diſtinguiſh an upright man by his coun- 
tenance : for example now, I think I could take 
your word for ten thouſand pounds.” The other, 
with great joy, proteſted, that he was right in his 
conjecture, and returned the compliment a thou- 
ſand fold: by which means, the expeQation of 
both was wound up to a very intereſting pitch ; 
and both, at the fame inſtant, began to produce 
their papers, in the untying of which, their hands 
ſhook with tranſports of eagerneſs and impatience, 
while their eyes were ſo intent upon their work, 
that they did not perceive the occupation of each 
other. 0 | | 1 401 
At length one of them having got the ſtart of 
the other, and unrolled ſeveral ſkins of muſty 
parchment, directed his view to the employment 
of his friend; and, ſeeing bim fumbling at his 
bundle, afked if that was a blank bond and con- 
veyance which he had brought along with him. 
The other, without lifting up his eyes, or defitting 
from his endeavours to looſe the knot, which, by 
this time, he had applied to his teeth, anſwered 
this queſtion in the negative, obſerving, that the 
papers in his hand were the ſecurity which he pro- 
poſed to give for the money. „ 90-24 
This reply converted the looks of the enquirer 
into a ſtate of infinite ſtolidity, accompanied with 
the word Anan ] which he pronounced in a tone 
of fear and aſtoniſhment. The other, alarmed at 
this note, caſt his eyes towards the ſuppoſed lend- 
er, and was in a moment infected by his aſpect. 
All. 
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All the cxultation of hope that ſparkled in their 
eyes, was now ſucceeded by diſappointment and 
diſmay; and, while they gazed ruefully at each 
other, their features were gradually elongated, like 
the tranſient curles of a middle-row periwig. 
This emphatic ſilence was, however, broke by 
the laſt comer, who, in a faltering accent, deſired 
the other to recollet the contents of his letter. 
« Of your letter I” cried the firſt, putting into 
his hand the advertiſement he had received from 
Pickle ; which he had no ſocener peruſed, than he 
produced his own for the fatisfation of the other 
party: ſo that another gloomy pauſe enſued, at 
the end of which, each uttered a profound ſigh, 
or rather groan, and, riſing up, ſneaked off with= 
out farther communication; he who ſeemed to be 
the moſt afflicted of the two, taking bis departure 
With an exclamation of © Humbugged, egad I” 
Such were the amuſements of our hero, though 
they did not engroſs his whole time, ſome part of 
which, was dedicated to nocturnal riots and revels, 
among a ſet of young noblemen, who had de- 
nounced war againſt temperance, economy, and 
common ſenſe, and were indeed the devoted ſons 
of tumult, waſte, and prodigaluy. Not that Pe- 
regrine reliſhed thoſe ſcenes, which were a ſucceſ- 
fon of abſurd extravagance, devoid of all true 
ſpirit, taſte, or enjoyment: but his vanity prompt- 
ed him to mingle with thoſe who were intituled 


the choice ſpirits of the age; and bis diſpofition 


was ſo pliable, as to adopt ii(elf eaſily to the mea- 
ſures ot his company, where he had not influence 
enough to act in the capacity of director. Their 
rendezvous was at a certain tavern, which might 
be properly ſtyled the temple of excels, where 
they lett the choice of their fare to the A 
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of the landlord, that they might fave themſelves 


the pains of exerciſing their own reaſon; and, in 
order to avoid the trouble of adjuſting the bill, 
ordered the waiter to declare how much every in- 
dividual muſt pay, without ſpecifying the articles 
of the charge. This proportion generally amount- 
ed to two guineas per head for each dinner and ſup- 
per, and frequently exceeded that ſum; of which 
the landlord durſt not abate without runnin 
the riſk of having his noſe ſlit for his modera- 
tion. 

But this was a puny expence, compared with 
that which they often incurred, by the damage 
done to the furniture and ſervants, in the madneſs 
of their intoxication, as well as the loſs they ſu- 
ſtained at hazard, an amuſement to which all of 
them had reconrſe, in the progreſs of their de- 
banches, This elegant diverſion was introduced, 
encouraged, arid promoted by a crew of rapacious 
ſharpers, who had made themſelves neceſſary com- 
panions to this hopeful generation, by the talents 
of pimping and buffoonery. 'Though they were 
univerſally known, even by thoſe they preyed up- 
on, to have no other means of earning their live- 
lihood, than the moſt infamous and fraudulent 

ractices, they were careſled and courted by theſe 
infatuated dupes, when a man of honour, who 
would not join in their exceſſes, would have 
been treated with the utmoſt indignity and con- 
tempt, 
though N e in his heart, deteſted thoſe 
abandoned courſes, and was a profeſſed enemy to 
the whole ſocicty of gamellers, whom he conſi- 
dered and always treated as the ſocs of human 
kind, he was inſenſibly accuſtomed to licentious 
riot, and even led imperceptibly into play by thoſe 
cormorants, 
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cormorants, who ate no leſs dangerous in the art 
of cheating, than by their conſummate ſkill in 
working upon the paſſions. of unwary youtb.— 
They are, for the moſt part, naturally cool, pbleg- 
matic and crafty, and, by long habit of diſſimu- 
lation, have gained an abſolure dominion over the 
haſty paſſions of the heart; ſo that they engage 
with manifeſt advantage over the impatience and 
impetuoſity of a warm undeſigning temper, like 
that of our young gentleman, who, when he was 
heated with wine, miſled by example, invited on 
one hand, and defied. on the other, forgot all his 
maxims of caution and ſobriety, and, plunging in- 


to the reigning folly of the place, had frequent 


| occaſions to moralize in the morning upon the 
loſs of the preceding night. 


Theſe penitential reflections were attended with 


many laudable reſolutions of profiting by the ex- 
perience which he had fo dearly purchaſed ; but 


he was one of thoſe philoſophers who always put 


off, till another day, the commencement of their 
reformation. | He © 
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